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CHAP.    XIV. 

XT  was  more  than  three  years  since 
Christina  liad  prosecuted  her  claim;,  with 
unceasing  energy  and  perseverance.  She 
led  a  life  of  dissipation^  ill  according  with 
the  high  opinion^,  Albert^,  in  the  the  ex- 
traordinary documents  she  had  produced 
expressed  of  her :  yet  the  hand-writing 
was  precisely  his^,  and  the  seal^  that  which 
he  had  always  been  accustomed  to  use  :— 

VOL.    II.  B 
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it  had  never   been  out  of  his   possession 
during  his   life,   and   at  his    deaths   Ge- 
raldine  had  possessed  it,  and  alwajs  wore 
it  attached  to  her  watch-chain. 
» 

It  happened  on  the  day  of  her  disap- 
pearance, the  watch  requiring  some  trifling 
repair,  Geraldine  had  taken  it  from  the 
chain,  and  both  chain  and  seal  re- 
mained in  her  bureau.  These,  with  some 
other  articles,  were  under  the  care  of 
Baron  Altenberg,  who  declared  he  would 
keep  her  little  juvenile  treasures  with 
scrupulous  care,  till  she  was  restored  to 
her  friends. 

On  the  discovery  of  her  untimely  end, 
these  trifles  still  remained  at  his  house — 
they  had  never  been  claimed  by  either 
party,  and  he  determined  to  keep  them  till 
the  heirship  of  Gotha  was  ascertained. 
All  these  circumstances  seemed  to  confirm 
the  validity  of  the  paper,  and  Christina 
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appeared  likely  to  succeed,  when  a  most 
unexpected  event  changed  the  whole 
colour  of  her  affairs. 

Baron  Altenberg,  one  morning,  received 
an  express^,  desiring  him  instant! 3^  to  repair 
to  Vienna,  on  business  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance ;  Johanna,  also,  received  a  simi- 
lar summons,  and  both  were  in  the  name 
of  an  entire  stranger — Monsieur  le  Che- 
valier Gourdon. 

Baron  Altenbers;  attended  the  messen- 
ger ;  and,  on  arriving  at  Vienna,  was  in- 
formed he  must  appear  the  next  day  in  the 
public  court,  respecting  the  Wurtzburg 
cause — the  stranger  having  cited  him  as  a 
witness. 


It  is  more  easy  ta  imagine  tha'i  describe 

the  anxious  suspense  in  which  Altenberg, 

Johanna,  and  the  Countess  (who  was  also 

ordered  to  attend)  passed  the  night;  coii- 
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jecture  was  fruitless — not  a  clue  could 
any  of  the  party  find  to  unravel  this  new 
tojstery. 

At  the  hour  appointed  they  all  attended. 
The  Chevalier  arrived  a  few  minutes  later 
than  the  rest.  He  addressed  the  Court  in 
a  speech  of  much  length,  in  which  he  set 
forth  the  arduous  task  imposed  on  him, 
(an  entire  stranger)  by  the  love  of  justice, 
and  an  extreme  desire  to  succour  the 
oppressed; — that  in  doing  this,  a  deed  of 
such  atrocity  must  be  brought  to  light, 
that  human  nature  shuddered  at  the  dis- 
closure ;  but  it  was  necessary  he  should 
make  that  disclosure,  and  nothing  should 
tempt  him  to  fly  from  what  he  considered 
his  duty.  Then  turning  to  Altenberg,  he 
requested  to  know  what  was  become  of  the 
daughter  of  Count  Wurtzburg.— Alten- 
berg, with  permission  of  the  Court,  en- 
tered into  a  narrative  of  her  sad  story. 
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"^  I  am  a  man  somewhat  bard  of  belief/* 
replied  tbe Chevalier,  ''  and  as  the  Countess 
is  the  person  to  whom  she  was  intrusted, 
by  Madame  Armfeld,  it  is  to  her  I  shall 
now  apply,  and  to  the  man  appointed  by 
her  to  receive  the  child/' 

Christina's  cheek  for  one  moment  be- 
trayed, by  its  heightened  colour,  some 
confusion  :  but  quickly  recovering  her- 
self, she  declared  her  unhappiness  at  the 
loss  of  the  darling  of  her  heart,  and 
assured  the  stranger,  all  the  Baron  had 
asserted  was  strictly  true.  ''  Astonishing 
effrontery  !"  said  the  Chevalier.  Then, 
retiring  for  a  moment,  he  returned,  lead- 
ing into  Court  a  young  female,  thickly 
veiled.  "  Now,"  said  he,  ''  behold  a 
living  testimony  of  your  falsehood,  in- 
famous woman  !" — and  at  these  words  he 
raised  the  veil  which  concealed  his  lovely 
companion. 
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The  Baron  instantly  darted  forward, 
and  folding  her  in  his  arms  with  all  the 
warmth  of  parental  fondness  ; — ''  Oh  !  my 
sweetGeraldine !" — "Mjkindprotector !" 
were  pronounced  at  the  same  moment,  by 
the  beautiful  girl,  and  delighted  Baron. 

All  eyes  were  now  fixed  on  Christina. 
Incapable  of  moving,  she  remained  ri- 
\etted  to  the  spot — a  death-like  paleness 
overspread  her  features, — her  tongue  and 
lips  appeared  paralyzed  by  fear,  and  her 
trembling  knees  scarcely  could  support 
her  agitated  frame. — At  length,  she  found 
utterance.  ''  The  imposition  is  well 
imagined,'*  she  said,  in  a  faultering  voice ; 
"  but  who  can  prove  the  identity  of  the 
suppositious  Geraldine  ?  " — ''  I  w  ill  prove 
it,'*  replied  the  Baron.  *'  My  heart 
tells  me  it  can  be  no  other  than  my  long 
lost  ward  ;'*  '^  but  if  a  more  atisfactory 
proof  is  wanting,  lether  take  off  the  glove 
from  her  left  hand :  on  the  inside  of  that 
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V^ristj  I  remember  her  shewing  my  daugh- 
ters a  bright  brown  molej  which/asa  child> 
she  plavfiilly  called  her  bracelet."  *'  Here 
it  isj  my  dear  Sir,"  said  Geraldine,  hastily 
uncovering  her  arm.  ''  Oh  1  When  may 
I  see  my  kind  friend  Madame  Saiiitonge  ?'* 
'*  Very  shortly,  I  trust,"  replied  the  Baron, 
''  but  at  present  we  must  not  interrupt  the 
business  of  this  august  assembly." 

Johanna  herself  confirmed  the  belief, 
\yhich  all  present  entertained,  that  the  fair 
stranger  was  in  truth  the  daughter  of  Al- 
bert. This  she  did,  not  merely  from  the 
conviction  she  really  most  strongly  felt  of 
her  identity,  but  also,  from  a  malicious 
pleasure  in  watching  the  agony  of  Chris- 
tina, whom  she  hated  with  vengeful  detes- 
tation. 

The  Chevalier  Gourdon,  now  requested 
the  Countess  might  be  strictly  guarded: 
be  had  a  charge  to  bring  against  her  of 
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a  most  heavy  nature ;  he  should  prove  a 
conspiracy  to  deprive  Geraldine  of  life. 
This  had  been  over-ruled  by  ihe  all-pow- 
erful hand  of  Providence  ;  but  the  punish- 
ment for  the  design  lie  presumed  would 
he  equal  to  the  atrocity  of  the  attempt. 

Christina  was  accordingly  put  into  close 
confinement ;  and  the  man  who  had  re- 
lated the  fabulous  adventures  of  Geraldine 
was  also  thrown  into  prison^  as  having 
aided  and  abetted  the  Countess  in  her 
wickedness. 

Geraldine  was,  to  her  great  joy,  placed 
under  the  protection  of  her  guardian 
Altenbcrg;,  and  her  friend  the  Chevalier  : 
after  which  the  Court  (which  was  im- 
mensely thronged)  broke  up,  having 
appointed  an  early  day  for  the  trial  of  the 
Countess.  All  the  spectators  retired  to 
their  houses  deeply  impressed  in  favour  of 
the  young  orphan,  whose  identity  was  so 
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clearly  proved^    no  one  could  hesitate  to 


acknowledge  her. 


The  happy-  girl,  accompanied  by  the 
Baron  and  the  Chevalier,  returned  to  the 
house  of  the  latter,  where  she  had  au 
opportunity  of  enquiring  after  her  former 
friends.  The  Baron  informed  her  that 
Emraeline  and  the  Mirevilles  were  well. 
Madame  Saintonge  had  quitted  him  to 
join  her  husband,  who  now  resided  in 
Vienna;  and  he  sent  a  note  to  inform 
Maria  of  the  delightful  events  of  the 
morning,  and  desired  her  to  call  as  soon 
as  possible  at  the  Chevalier's  residence. 
Philip,  he  said,  had  not  been  at  home  for 
more  than  two  years ;  ho  had  become 
weary  of  a  life  of  inaction  and  had 
entered  the  army.  He  was  at  this  time 
engaged  in  the  wars  of  Henry  IV.  of 
France.  There  was,  however,  he  trusted, 
a  hope  of  his  son's  return,  as  himself  and 
men  now  required  some  repose  ;  and,  tha(^ 
b3 
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great  monarch  having  gained  a  complete 
victory  over  the  Duke  of  Mayenne,  it 
was  believed  he  w  ould  allow  some  ot  his 
German  auxilaries  to  disband. 

Geraldine  could  but  ill  conceal  her  dis- 
appointment in  not  immediately  seeing 
her  friend  and  former  play  fellow^  Philip. 
She  then  proceeded  to  enquire  after  her 
faithful  domestics ;  and  was  informed 
that  Josephine^  though  otherwise  in  good 
health;,  was  yet  so  infirm,  it  was  im- 
possible for  her  to  remove  from  a  small 
abode  she  had  taken  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  castle  of  Gotha ;  but  that 
Bertrand  (who  was  in  the  Baron's 
service)  should,  very  speedily,  attend 
her. 

Maria  Saintonge  and  Madame  Armfeld 
were,  by  this  time,  arrived  ;  and  Geral- 
dine introduced  them  to  Madame  Gour- 
don ;  an  amiable  and  agreeable  woman. 
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who  seemed  wholly  engrossed  by  a  desire 
of  rendering  all  Geraldine's  friends  most 
welcome  to  her  house. 

It  may  be  supposed  how  desirous  the 
assembled  party  were>  to  hear  from 
Geraldine  a  recital  of  her  adventures^ 
since  her  mysterious  disappearance :  and 
she  gratified  them  in  the  following 
narrative. — 

''  On  the  memorable  morning  when  I 
was  torn  from  your  protection,  my  be- 
loved friends,  I  (as  usual)  accompanied 
the  Countess's  confidential  servant,  who 
was  sent  to  attend  me,  to  her  house,  at 
least,  so  1  at  that  time  imagined.  We 
had  not  proceeded  many  paces  when 
Jerome  presented  me  a  note  from  the 
Countess,  informing  me  she  was  spending 
the  day  with  a  friend,  who,  not  being 
quite  well,  had  requested  her  society  ; 
and  she  added,  that  her  servant  would 
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conduct  me  to  the  place  where  she  then 
was.  I  followed  him  without  hesitation, 
till  we  reached  a  dark  and  narrow  alley  : 
— this  somewhat  surprized  me,  and  my 
astonishment  was  much  encreased,  when 
Jerome  stopping  at  a  small  house,  desired 
rne  to  enter.  I  drew  back  hastily  to 
enquire  what  motive  could  induce  the 
Countess  to  spend  the  day  in  so  miserable 
an  abode; — when  the  man,  thrusting  me 
in,  dragged  me  into  a  back  room,  and 
fastened  the  door.  Then  seeing  my 
terror,  he  told  me  to  compose  uiy  spirits, 
and  listen,  attentively,  to  what  he  was 
going  to  say. 

''  He  then  informed  me  that  he  w^as 
the  person  constantly  employed  by  the 
Countess,  in  all  business  that  required 
either  secresy  or  management — that,  for 
reasons  unknown  to  him,  Christina  had  long 
sought  my  destruction:  at  first,  she  dared 
not  avow  her  horrid   purposes;    but  at 
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lengthy  by  repeated  hints,  imparted  her 
dreadful  intention.  He  dechired  he  had 
heard,  with  horror,  a  proposal  to  destroy 
the  child  of  her  late  husband  ;  and  had 
even  ventured  to  remonstrate  with  the 
Countess. — Opposition,  however,  only 
strengthened  her  fiend-like  determi- 
nation ;  and  he  found  nothing  could  save 
my  life.  At  these  words,  impelled  by 
the  dread  of  his  fulfilling  the  injunctions 
of  his  lady,  in  the  place  where  we  then 
were,  I  darted  towards  the  window, 
with  the  vain  hope  of  escaping — it  was 
secured  by  strong  bars.  I  then  attempt- 
ed the  door,  although  I  had  myself,  not  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  before,  witnessed  his 
fastening  it :  of  course,  I  was  again  dis- 
appointed, and  I  became  almost  frantic  ; 
and  casting  myself  on  my  knees,  before 
him,  besought  him,  with  many  tears,  to 
spare  my  life.  '  Be  not  alarmed,*  said 
Jerome,  '  I  have,  it  is  true,  committed 
many  actions,  which  will  not  bear  investi- 
gation— but  murder   has    not   yet  dyed 
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these  hands;  nor  shall  the  Countess  pre- 
vail on  me  to  add  that  crime  to  my  other 
offences,  provided  you  conduct  yourself 
according  to  my  directions/  I  assured 
him  of  my  obedience,  provided  I 
could,  with  propriety,  follow  his  in- 
junctions, Jerome  then  proceeded  :  '  I 
found  nothing  could  save  your  life,  but 
my  seeming  acquiescence  in  the  wicked 
plot,  and  by  my  apparently  ready  com- 
pliance, I  entirely  deceived  the  Countess. 
It  was  agreed  between  us,  that  the  Count- 
ess should  appoint  you  at  an  early  hour, 
that  I  might  gain  sufficient  time  to  elude 
pursuit ;  and  the  note  was  written  to 
account  for  our  not  going  the  usual  way 
to  her  house,  I  am  to  take  her  some 
proof  of  having  accomplished  her  will; 
and  am  then  to  receive  a  large  sum  of 
money.  This  I  mean  to  obtain,  while  1 
spare  your  life  ;  but  as'  my  existence,  as 
well  as  fortune,  depend  on  your  never 
more  being  seen  in  this  country ;  you 
must  now  swear  solemnly  never  to  con- 
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fess  who  jou  are,  and  never  more  to 
return  to  Vienna — if  you  will  do  this, 
1  will  conceal  you  here  till  nightfall ; 
and  will  then  conduct  you  to  a  place  of 
safety; — the  means  of  accomplishing 
which  I  have  already  provided. 

*'  More  dead  than  alive,  I  took  the 
proffered  oath  ;  even  now  I  tremble  at  the 
recollection  of  the  solemnity  with  which 
he  forced  me  to  call  down  the  vengeance 
of  heaven  on  my  head,  should  I  ever  be 
tempted  to  perjure  myself.  This  dread- 
ful ceremony  completed,  he  presented  me 
with  some  homely  fare,  and,  advising  me 
to  Calm  my  perturbation,  he  assured  me  I 
should  remain  in  perfect  safety,  till  the 
evening,  when  he  would  again  join  me. — 
He  then  departed,  locking  the  door  secure- 
ly after  him.  No  sooner  was  he  gone,  than 
I  again  went  to  the  window,  under  the 
faint  hope  some  one  might  yet  discover, 
and  release  me,  from  my  dreadful  situ- 
ation.    Of    this^   however,    I   perceived 
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there  was  no  chance;  and  I  cast  mjself  on 
a  cliair,  and  gave  myself  up  to  despair.  I 
found  mvself  suddenly  separated  for  ever, 
from  all  I  held  dear  :  and  my  grief  was 
heightened  by  reflecting  on  the  alarm  my 
absence  would  occasion  both  to  yourself 
and  my  good  Madame  Armfeld  ;  and  my 
excellent  guardian.  I  now  recollected 
that  in  all  probability  my  pockets  would 
very  shortly  be  examined ;  and  as  I 
always  carried  the  pictures  of  my  parents 
about  me,  I  resolved,  if  possible,  to  con- 
ceal these  my  only  treasures. — 1  did  so, 
and  have  had  cause  of  continually  re- 
joicing in  this  fortunate  circumstance. 

'^  It  had  been  dark  about  half  an  hour, 
when  Jerome  returned.  He  struck  a 
light,  and  giving  me  a  coarse  gown, 
petticoat,  apron,  and  handkerchief,  de- 
sired me  to  make  all  possible  haste  in 
changing  my  attire.  I  was  speedily 
equipt  in  a  peasant's  dress ;  and  Jerome 
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again  representing  the  necessity  of  con- 
cealment, requested  to  know,  if  I  was 
quite  sensible  of  the  effect  any  attempt  at 
escape  would  produce.  In  faultering 
accents,  I  assured  hiui  of  my  resignation 
to  the  will  of  heaven.  '  It  is  well,*  said 
Jerome,  sternly — 'your  existence  depends 
upon  your  submission/  He  then  led 
me  into  the  streets  : — there  were  not 
many  persons  stirring;  and  I  vainiy 
looked  at  the  few  whom  we  met,  hoping 
I  might  yet  be  recognized.  We  had  not 
gone  far,  before  I  observed  a  boy  with  a 
horse  standing  at  the  corner  of  a  lane. 
Jerome  placed  on  the  horse,  and  seating 
himself  before  me  we  went  at  a  consider- 
able pace  great  part  of  the  night.  To- 
wards morning  the  poor  animal,  as  much 
fatigued  as  myself,  failed  entirely  •  we 
were  in  the  middle  of  a  wood — Jerome 
dismounted  :  *  It  is  no  matter,*  said  he, 
'  we  are  near  our  journey's  end.*  He  then, 
re2:ardless  of  the  weakness  which  alamij 
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grief,  hunger^  and  exertion,  occasioned, 
led  me  along,  till  we  reached  a  small  turf 
but,  here  we  stopt — a  man  came  out  to 
meet  us — Jerome  shook  him  cordially. by 
the  hand.  *^This/  said  he,  pointing  to  me, 
'  is  the  girl  who  wislies  tojoin  her  master 
and  mistress,  in  Genoa :  if  you  will  con- 
vey her  to  Triest,  and  will  there  see  her 
safe  into  some  yessei,  bound  to  Genoa, 
I  will  remunerate  you  for  your  trouble.' 
This  the  man  promised  to  do.  The» 
placing  some  refreshment  before  me,  tb^y* 
desired  I  would  partake  of  their  meal. 
After  which,  aclvising  me  to  repose  on 
some  straw  in  the  corner  of  the  hut,  they 
departed,  leaving  me  to  my  bitter  re- 
flections. So  thoroughly  was  nature 
exhausted,  that  even  in  this  wretched 
abode  1  sunk  to  sleep,  though  not  to 
repose  ;  for  my  harassed  spirit  presented, 
to  ray  busy  imagination,  objects  yet  more 
fearful  than  had  in  reality  assailed  me;  and 
I  felt  relieved,  when   Jeronie,  returning. 
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awoke  me  from  mj  uneasy  slumbers.  At 
the  sound  of  his  voice  I  started  from  my 
bed  of  straw,  and  he  informed  me  in 
what  manner  I  was  for  the  future  to  con- 
duct mvself.  He  told  me  I  was  to 
accompany  the  man,  I  had  already  seen, 
{who  was  going-  with  various  articles,  the 
produce  of  his  daily  labouis)  to  Triest. 
That  henceforth  I  must  represent  my- 
self as  a  peasant,  from  the  North  of 
Germany;  having  been  in  the  service  of 
a  noble  family,  who  had  resided  a  short 
time  at  Munich  ;  had  returned  to  Genoa, 
their  native  place  ;  leaving  directions  for 
me  to  follow  them,  as  soon  as  I  had  re- 
covered from  an  illness,  which  had  pre- 
vented my  accompanying  them  ;  and  he 
added,  if  the  name  of  my  employers  was 
required,  I  might  say  the  Marquese  and 
Marquesa  Borelli. 

'  When  you  are  at  Genoa,*  said 
Jerome,  '  you  may  easily  obtain  employ- 
ment,  and  this  little  sum/  be  added,  put- 
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ting  a  small  purse  into  my  hands,  '  will 
enable  you  to  support  yourself  till  you 
can  meet  with  a  situation.*  'Alas  !'  I  ex- 
claimed, Miow  can  such  a  child,  as  I  am, 
get  into  service  in  a  strange  Country-— 
who  will  employ  a  poor  wanderer,  like 
myself?  I  conjure  you,  Jerome,  do  not 
send  me  out  of  this  country  ;  let  me  live 
in  retirement  any  where,  so  it  be  not 
entirely  away  from  my  native  place/ 
'  Geraldine,'  replied  Jerome,  frowning, 
'Remember  such  another  proposal  ter- 
minates your  life  !*  So  saying,  he  drew  a 
dagger  from  under  his  coat — I  shrieked — 
'  silence  !'  cried  Jerome,  in  a  voice  that 
rendered  me  instantly  dumb.  '  I  am 
leaving  you,  it  is  true ;  but  remember,' 
said  he,  in  a  tone  that  pierced  my  very 
soul — '  remember  no  distance,  however 
great — no  time,  however  protracted,  can 
place  you  out  of  mj'  reach  ;  no  sooner  do 
you  break  your  vow,  than  your  death  is 
inevitable'. — At  this  moment  the  man 
returned  :   both  Jerome  and  himself  then 
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drank  some  strong  liquors  together,  after 
which  Jerome  approaching  me  whispered 
— '  Beware  ;  and  remember  your  oath.* 
He  then  departed. 

*'  Nothing  could  exceed  my  distress  when 
I  found  myself  alone  in  the  midst  of  the 
forest,  with  a  stranger.  For  some  time  1 
gave  vent  to  my  tears,  which  my  compa- 
nion did  not  interrupt ; — indeed,  he  ap- 
peared totally  unmoved  by  my  distress, 
and  hardly  conscious  of  my  presence. 
However,  I  did  not  observe  any  thing 
peculiarly  revolting  in  his  countenance ; 
and,  I  therefore  flattered  myself,  although 
be  might  not  possess  much  tenderness  and 
feeling,  yet  he  might  not  prove  particularly 
savage,  or  cruel.  In  about  an  hour  he 
informed  me  he  was  ready  to  commence 
his  journey,  and  handing  me  into  a  light 
caravan,  loaded  with  his  merchandize,  we 
drove  from  the  hut. 
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*^  The  man  appeared  to  possess  no  curi- 
osity— he  spoke  little  ;  arid  when  he  did 
it  was  merely  to  observe  on  the  badness 
of  the  roads,  or  the  coldness  of  the 
evening.  Nothing  particular  occurred  in 
the  course  of  our  journey.  Every  night 
we  stopped  in  some  miserable  hovel  ; 
where  sometimes  on  a  course  mattress, 
and  sometimes   on  a  little  straw,  I  was 

glad  to  repose  my  weary  limbs. 

'^  When  we  reached  Triest,  I  flattered 
myself  I  might  be  a  little  better  accom- 
fnodated ;  but  at  all  events,  resolved  to 
content  myself  with  the  lodging  my  guide 
might  provide,  as,  having  very  little 
money,  I  was  too  prudent  to  use  it  unne- 
cessarily. My  conductor  was  dull,  quiet, 
and  unoffending  in  his  manner,  and  I  felt 
thankful.  Providence  had  placed  me  in 
such  safe  hands.  With  gratitude  I  re- 
flected on  the  probability  there  was  of 
having  been  entrusted  to  the  mercy  of  a 
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midnight  robber  ;  and  I  would  gladly  have 
remained  under  the  protection  of  this 
.man,  rather  than  again  be  placed  among 
•^trangers.  I  was  not  however,  any  longet 
mistressof  my  own  destiny;  and  1  resolved 
to  submit  with  fortitude  to  my  fate. 

''  I  was -conducted  by  my  guide  to  some 
low  cottages  on  the  sea  shore ;  and  in  one 
of  these  I  found  I  was  to  remain,  in  a 
room,  which  was  rendered  so  offensive  by 
the  smell  of  dried  fish,  that  I  once  almost 
determined  to  alter  my  intentions  and  hire 
a  more  agreeable  lodging.  Reflecting, 
however,  how  many  of  my  fellow  creatures 
were  to  pass  their  whole  lives  in  this  dis- 
gusting place,  I  resolved,  if  possible,  to 
bear  with  all  the  inconveniences  I  was 
likely  to  meet  with,  and  in  a  few  days, 
was  so  fortunate  to  ingratiate  myself  with 
the  poor  inhabitants  around  me,  who 
seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  rendering 
me  every  little  service  in  their  power. 
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''^  After  having  remained  in  this  abode 
of  poverty  three  weeks,  as  I  vras  one  day 
sitting  at  the  door  of  my  humble  dwelling, 
watching  the  rolling  tide,  and  reflecting 
with  some  alarm  on  the  voyage  I  was  very 
soon  to  undertake,  I  observed  a  man,  who 
by  his  dress  appeared  a  foreigner ;  poin- 
ting him  out  to  my  hostess,  I  enquired  if 
she  could  inform  me  what  countryman  he 
was — the  woman  peeped  through  her  small 
dark  casement,  and  told  "me  he  was  an 
Englishman,  in  the  service  of  an  English 
merchant ;  that  he  often  came  to  her  house, 
as  she  mended  his  linen  and  washed  for 
him,  and  she  had  no  doubt  he  was  coming 
to  her  hut  for  his  parcel.  At  this  moment 
the  man  entered — he  spoke  the  language 
so  imperfectly,  that  it  was  with  much 
difficulty  I  understood  him ;  but  I  col- 
lected from  his  discourse,  that  a  servant 
was  wanted  in  his  master's  family, — the 
girl  who  had  been  about  his  children  was 
going  to  be  married;  aiid  her   place  must 


W^URTZBURG    FAMILY.  25 

be  immediately  supplied^,  as  they  were  to 
depart  in  a  few  days  for  England. 

*'  My  heart  beat  high : — '  Ah  !  Jerome/ 
I  exclaimed  internally^  '  why  did  you  not 
order  me  to  England  ? — that  country, 
famed  for  benevolence  and  charity,  might 
have  afforded  me  an  asylum ;  but  Genoa' — 
Here  my  painful  reflections  overpowered 
me,  and  I  burst  into  tears.  The  stranger 
looked  at  me  with  some  surprize. — 'Who  is 
that  youn^  ^'i*L*  said  he,  '  does  she  want 
a  place  ?'- — '  I  think  she  might  suit  us.' — 
^  She  is  going  to  service  in  Genoa/  replied 
the  woman,  '  otherewise,  I  really  think 
your  Lady  would  like  her.*  '  Hang- 
Genoa/  said  the  man,  '  let  her  go  with 
us  to  Old  England.  What  do  you  say, 
my  dear, — should  you  like  to  go  to  the 
land  of  liberty  and  roast  beef  .^'  —  I  re- 
plied, that  I  should  particularly  like  to 
go  there;  but  that  I  feared  it  was  impos- 
sible— yet,  if  I  might  consult  the  person 

VOL.  II.  C 
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who  had  brought  me  to  Triest ;  and  if  he 
thought  it   likely    I    should    answer    the 

expectations     of  his    ladj-- '  Oh  !    I 

have  no  doubt  of  it/  said  the  man ;  '  I 
will  wait  till  to-morrow^  before  I  make 
further  enquiries,  and  will  call  in  the 
morning  for  your  answer.'  '  You  shall 
certainly  have  it  by  that  time/  said  I.  The 
man  took  up  his  parcel  and  departed. 

"  On  the  return  of  my  forest  fricud^  I 
took  him  aside,  and  telling  him  the  offer 
that  had  been  made  me,  enquired,  if  he 
thought  I  might  disappoint  my  master  and 
mistress  at  Genoa,  considering  the  diffi- 
culty and  danger  of  going  there  unpro- 
tected, and,  whether  he  supposed  Jerome 
would  be  displeased  with  me  for  disobey- 
ing his  orders.  The  man  reflected  for  a 
moment,  and  then  assured  me,  he  thought 
I  might  alter  my  place  of  destination,  as 
he  believed,  provided  I  quitted  Germany 
for  ever,  Jerome  cared  but  little  where 
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I  was.  This  answer  convinced  me  the 
man  was  at  least,  in  part,  master  of  my 
history,  and  I  therefore  ventured  to  abide 
by  his  opinion. 

''  On  the  following  morning  the  Eng- 
lishman returned,  and  I  accompanied  him 
to  his  master's  house.   Trembiing  with  fear 
and  shame,  I  presented  myself  before  the 
lady.     She  made  some  enquiries  respecting 
my  family,  which  I  answered,  as  directed 
by  Jerome,  and  Mrs.  Charters,  informing 
me,  she  should  take  me  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  fisherman's  wife,  desired  me, 
if  possible,  to  enter  on  my  new  avocation 
the   next   morning.     I  then  returned  to 
my  humble  dwelling,   and  retired  to  my 
chamber,  where  I   poured  forth,    in  un- 
feigned piety,  my  grateful  thanks  for  this 
unhoped-for  good  fortune^     I   rewarded 
my  hostess  for  her  kindness,  made  trifling 
presents  to  the  children,  and,  at  the  ap- 
pointed time,  went  to  the  house  of  my 
c2 
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mistress^  where  I  was  instantly  conducted 
to  the  nursery. 

''  I  was  inamediately  surrounded  by  little 
enquiring  faces^  all  eager  to  discover  whe- 
ther I  seemed  more  good  natured  than  my 
predecessor — happily  the  investigation  ter- 
minated in  my  favour,  and  in  half  an  hour 
the  children  and  myself  became  intimately 
acquainted. 

''  A  new  scene  nov^^  presented  itself  to 
me:  I,  who  had  been  surrounded  by  c\ery 
comfort,  and  even  luxury  ;  the  darling  of 
my  kind  considerate  father,  and  highly 
indulged  b}'  all  who  were  concerned  in 
my  welfare,  was  for  the  future,  to  study 
the  whim  and  caprice  of  four  humoured 
children ;  and  to  submit  to  the  authority 
of  a  nurse,  who  would  probably  expect 
more  deference  and  respect  from  her  infe- 
rior than  her  mistress  would  require.  I 
bowed  however   to  my  fate^  and  endea- 
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voured  to  please  all  with  whom  I  was  now 
connected,  and  in  this  I  succeeded  so  well, 
that  Mrs.  Charters  obiiginglj  told  me, 
she  thought  herself  fortunate  in  having 
met  with  so  well  disposed  and  useful  a 
servant. 

"  The  wind  not  provuig  favourable,  we 
were  detained  eleven  days  at  Triest ;  on 
the  evening  of  that  day,  we  embarked  :  — 
this  took  some  time,  and  I  passed  to  and 
from  the  sea  shore,  with  the  children  and 
their  packages  several  times,  till  the  shades 
of  night  closed  in.  At  length,  I  was 
myself  to  enter  the  boat,  which  was  to 
convey  me  to  the  vessel.  Several  persons 
offered  their  assistance  in  handing  me  in, 
when  a  person  pushing  through  the  crowd, 
approached  me  ; — it  was  so  dark  I  could 
only  perceive  he  was  much  muffled  ; — he 
took  my  hand  as  if  to  assist  me ;  when 
suddenly,  he  pronounced  in  a  low,  hollow 
tone,  these  well-known  dreadful  words  : — 
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'  Beware^  and  remember  jour  oath  !' — 
tlien  suddenly  disapjiearing,  he  left  me^ 
fainting  with  terror,  in  the  arms  of  the 
sailors,  who  placed  me  in  the  boat,  and 
quickly  hoisting  me  up  the  side  of  the  ship^ 
carried  me  into  th6  cabi n .  I  soon  revived, 
and,  assuring  Mrs.  Charters,  I  had  only 
fainted  from  fatigue,  w  as  permitted  to  lie 
down  in  a  hammock  to  recover  myself. 
Here  I  revolved  my  wretched  doom. — 
*^  Cruel  Jerome!*  I  exclaimed,  '  was  it 
not  enough  to  have  driven  me  for  ever 
from  my  friends,  from  my  home^  from 
my  country  ?  but  must  you,  with  unceasing 
persecution,  haunt  my  harassed  mind, 
with  the  horrid  idea  you  are  ever  near  me?' 
The  effect  of  this  terror  was  such,  as  com- 
pletely to  subdue  the  small  portion  of 
spirits  I  yet  possessed.  Ever  restless  and 
uneasy,  I  looked  on  every  one  with  sus- 
picion. Never  did  I  meet  a  seaman,  with- 
out apprehending  he  was  an  emissary  from 
Jerome  :  and,  though  I  Exerted  myself  to 
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perform  my  duty  to  the  children  com- 
mitted to  my  care,  they  were  disgusted 
with  my  dejection,  and  provoked  at  my  not 
entering-  into  their  litlle  sports.  We  had 
a  prosperous  voyage:  and  the  first  ray 
of  satisfaction  I  had  experienced  since  I 
had  heard  the  mysterious  address,  was  the 
moment  in  which  I.  beheld  the  white  cliffs 
of  England.  I  accompanied  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charters  to  London,  where  they 
chiefly  resided,  and  remained  three  months 
in  their  family,  without  any  circumstance 
occurring  worth  relating.  My  only  con- 
solation was  weeping  over  the  portraits  of 
my  beloved  parents  ;  and  when  I  retired 
to  my  chamber,  I  used  to  picture  my  lost 
friends  to  my  imagination,  till  I  have  for 
a  moment,  fancied  they  were  present  with 
me. 

''The  nurse  had  longsoughtmy  removal, 
having  a  relation  for  whom  she  wished  to 
obtaiQ  my   place:  she   therefore^   repre- 
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sented  to  my  mistress^  that  it  certainly  was 
highly  improper  to  keep  so  k)w-spirited  a 
creature  as  myself  about  the  children  ; 
and  declared  she  thought  Miss  Caroline 
ah'eady  suffered  from  it.  Miss  Caroline 
was  a  particular  favorite,  and  the  nurse 
well  knew  the  effect  this  observation 
would  have  on  the  mind  of  Mrs.  Char- 
ters. 

^'  The  consequence  was,  a  very  few  days 
after  these  invidious  remarks,  my  lady 
desired  to  speak  with  me.  She  began  by 
assuring?  me  she  was  perfectly  satisfied 
with  my  vigilance  and  care  of  her  chil- 
dren, but  tjiat,  she  was  sorry  to  say,  she 
thought  me  not  sufficiently  lively  for  a 
nursery  ;  and  that  she  had  therefore  been 
obliged,  though  very  reluctantly,  to  en- 
gage a  person  whom  she  thought  better 
calculated  for  the  place. 

"  Mv  heart  sunk  within  me  at  this  dis^ 
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course — I  dreaded  to  become^  so  soon 
again  J  the  sport  of  fortune ;  rav  fears^ 
however,  were  groundless:  Mrs  Charters 
informed  me  that  a  joung  friend  of  hers 
having  written  to  enquire  for  a  waiting- 
maid,  she  intended  to  recommend  me,  if 
I  approved  the  idea.  That  the  lady  was 
very  amiable,  and,  she  had  no  doubt,  I 
should  find  it  a  very  comfortable  situ- 
ation. I  curtseyed,  and  thankfully  ac- 
cepted the  proposal.  Miss  Morris  lived 
entirely  in  the  country  ;  this  was  exactly 
what  1  wished :  London  was  peculiarly 
disagreeable  to  me,  and  i  rejoiced  to  think 
of  quitting  it. 

'^  At  the  appointed  time,  I  removed  to 
Glendale  House.  I  found  my  young 
mistress  kind-hearted,  amiable,  and  ac- 
complished. She  lived  with  her  brother, 
who,  however,  was  not  very  often  at 
home,  and  thus  she  was  enabled  to 
indulge  in  her  literary  pursuits,  of  which 
c3 
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she  was  verj  fond.  My  business  was 
now  extremely  easy  :  I  had  no  one  but 
Miss  Morris  to  please,  and  this  I  found 
no  difficult  task,  Devoted  to  her  studies, 
and  the  exercise  of  benevolence,  her  attire 
occupied  but  little  of  her  time ;  and  still 
less  of  her  thoughts — Always  neat  and 
elegant,  she  appeared  well  dressed  in  all 
societies,  but  was  totally  without  whim, 
or  caprice.  With  her  I  became  much 
more  reconcikd  to  my  humble  lot ;  and 
as  I  never  heard  any  repetition  of  the  terri- 
fying injunction,  I  began  to  hope  I  had 
eluded  the  pursuit  of  my  persecutors. 
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CHAP.  XV, 


lYllSS  Morris,  among  many  other  ac- 
quirements, possessed  a  knowledge  of 
several  languages,  and  she  determined  to 
take  advantage  of  my  being  a  German,  to 
learn  that  language  also.  This  vs^as  a 
source  of  great  pleasure,  and  advantage 
to  me :  she  devoted  two  or  three  hours 
each  day  to  this  new  study  ;  and  thus  I 
became  her  constant  companion. 

"  Often  did  I  sigh  when  I  recollected  the 
oath,  which  prevented  my  imparting  to 
my  mistress  my  real  quality.  It  was 
sometimes  very  difficult  to  frame  excuses/ 
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when  Miss  Morris  expressed  her  surprise 
at  finding  a  well-informed,  and  (as  she 
flatteringly  expressed  it)  highly  culti- 
vated mind,  in  her  little  waiting  maid. 

"  Nothing  could  exceed  the  kindness 

* 

with  which  she  endeavoured  to  improve 
me  in  every  accomplishment  she  herself 
possessed.  From  her  I  acquired  a  taste 
for  poetry ;  and  to  her  skill  I  am  indebt- 
ed for  many  lessons  in  drawing,  which 
greatly  assisted  my  former  practice  in 
that  delightful  art.  She  played  well  on 
several  instruments ;  but  as  I  recollected 
the  aversion  my  dear  father  always  ex- 
pressed to  my  being  instructed  in  that 
science,  I  declined  attempting  it,  alledg- 
ing  my  want  of  ear. 

*'  For  a  year  and  half  we  pursued  these 
innocent  and  delightful  occupations,  with 
great  assiduity  ;  and  could  I  have  drank 
of  the  Lethean  stream  I  might  have  been 
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perfectly  happy.  But  the  remembrance 
of  my  former  situation^  and  my  lost 
friends,  often  bedewed  my  cheeks  with 
tears,  and  embittered  my  life.  Still,  how- 
ever, I  trust  [  was  sensible  of  the  bles- 
sings I  actually  enjoyed. 

"  After  this  period,  a  change  took  place 
in  the  family,  which  eventually  altered 
the  colour  of  my  fate^  and  plunged  me 
into  new  difficulties  and  dangers. 

"  Miss  Morris  married  a  young  man  of 
great  personal  advantages,  elegant  man- 
ners, and  large  fortune.  Alas  !  he  pos- 
sesse<l  no  other  good  qualities.  But  love 
is  blind,  they  say ;  and  the  infatuated 
Miss  Morris  persuaded  herself  those  vir- 
tues, which  were  inherent  in  her  own 
bosom,  adorned  the  object  of  her  choice. 

*'  We  removed  from  our  beautiful  re- 
tirement^  at  Glendale^  to    the    splendid 
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rnaiisioii  of  Lord  Ellsworth.  My  sweet 
mistress  was  delighted  with  the  prospect 
of  happiness  her  imagination  pictured  to 
her;  hut  it  existed  only  in  her  own 
fancy ;  and  she  was  doomed  to  pass  her 
days  with  one  who  was  insensible  of  the 
blessing  he  possessed. 

''  Lord  Ellsworth  was  gay  and  dissipated 
—he  had  no  idea  of  domestic  felicity — 
pleasure  and  riot  were  with  him  synoni- 
mous  terms  ;  and  Ellsworth  house  was  a 
continual  scene  of  gaiety  and  dissipation^ 
which  even  the  dignified  and  correct  de- 
meanour of  Lady  Ellsworth  could  not 
repress. 

"  Our  studies  were  totally  interrupted  by 
the  society  she  was  obliged  to  entertain, 
and  by  the  aversion  w  ith  which  her  Lord 
continually  mentioned,  what  he  termed 
learned  ladies.  I  believe  Lady  Ellsworth 
suffered  severe  mortification  on  discover- 
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ing  his  abhorrence  of  all  literature  ;  but 
ghe  had  too  much  good  sense  to  oppose 
his  will :  on  the  contrary^  she  considered 
it  as  her  duty  to  devote  her  hours  to  such 
employments  as  he  approved  ;  and  thus, 
by  a  constant  and  willing  acquiescence, 
she  endeavoured  (though  vainly)  to  en- 
sure the  confidence  and  approbation  of 
her  husband. 

*'  Riding,  dancing,  and  music,  were  ac- 
complishments which,  in  the  opinion  of 
Lord  Ellsworth,  were  alone  necessary  in 
his  wife;  and  Lady  Ellsworth  en- 
deavoured to  acquire  them,  till  her 
health,  which  was  always  delicate,  began 
to  suffer  from  over  exertion,  and  anxiety 
of  mind. 

^'  I  was  a  silent,  but  sincere,  partici pater 
in  the  distress  of  my  beloved  Lady  Ells- 
worth, and  when,  by  encreased  weakness, 
she  became  confined  to  her  apartment,  I 
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was  her  constant  attendant.  At  firsts 
Lord  Ellsworth  was  too  much  engrossed 
by  a  set  of  friends,  who  were  passing 
some  weeks  with  him,  to  bestow  much 
time  or  attention  on  the  invalid  ;  by  de- 
grees, however,  I  had  the  satisfaction  of 
observing  his  visits  were  much  more 
frequent ;  and  at  length,  when  his  com- 
panions quitted  him.  Lord  Ellsworth  was 
a  constant  visitant  in  his  Lady's  dressing 
room. 

''  Ah  !  I  exclaimed,  how  powerful  is 
virtue,  and  how  constantly  it  brings  its 
own  reward  :  not,  indeed,  always  as 
quickly  as  in  the  present  instance  ;  but 
who  can  long  neglect  the  lovely  and 
patient  Lady  Ellsworth?  Even  her 
thoughtless,  dissipated  husband,  is  un- 
consciously attracted  by  her  superior 
extollence  ;  and  I  may  yet  live  to  see  my 
protectress  as  happy  as  she  deserves. 
Vain  reasoning  !  too  soon  I  discovered 
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the  fallacy  of  my  airy  visions  ;  and  bit- 
terly do  I  even  now  lament  the  fate  of  my 
tender  friend." 

Here  Geraldine  paused — then  blush- 
ing' deeply^  she  thus  addressed  her  atten- 
tive audience  : — ^^  I  am  arrived  at  that 
period  of  my  story^  which  I  would  glad- 
ly conceal  from  you^  my  worthy  friends,, 
and  banish  for  ever  from  my  own  remem- 
brance ;  but  as  you  must  know  every 
circumstance  of  my  extraordinary  adven- 
tures, before  you  can  judge  of  the  motives 
which  have  actuated  my  conduct,  I  will 
reveal  every  thing  to  my  indulgent 
hearers — only  entreating  you  not  to 
think  me  very  vain,  or  very  prone  to  sup- 
pose myself  an  object  of  admiration." 

Baron  Altenberp;  was  in  some  des^ree 
prepared,  by  this  little  exordium^  for  the 
recital  which  follows  : — 
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"*'  At  firsts  as  I  have  already  informed 
you/'  said  Geraldine,  ''  I  exulted  in  the 
change  1  observed  in  Lord  Ellsworth; 
and  I  really  think  my  Lady  was  herself 
elated  by  the  attentions  of  her  husband. 
All  went  on  smoothly  for  Eiear  a  fornight, 
exceptj  that  I  sciiiciimes  observed  a 
degree  of  familiarity  in  his  Lordship's 
manner  towards  me,  with  which  I  was 
much  mortified  ;  I  did  not,  however,  sus- 
pect him  of  any  dishonorable  intentions, 
fill  he  became  too  explicit  for  me  to  con- 
tinue any  longer  ignorant  of  his  viev^  s. — 
Let  me  pass  over  this  sad  period,  as 
quickly  as  possible.  Aware  of  his  sen- 
timents, it  was  at  this  moment,  I  felt  my- 
self plunged  into  an  abyss  of  misery, 
which  exceeded  even  my  former  suffer- 
ings. In  vain,  I  looked  around  for  some 
one,  of  whom  I  could  request  advice,  on 
this  terrible  discovery.  My  rank  not 
being  known,  1  had  never  been  enabled  to 
form  any  intimacy,  except  with  ray  mis- 
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tress^  and  from  ber  the  cause  of  my 
distress  must  be  concealed  with  scrupu- 
lous care. 

^'  IJaj  after  day  I  remained  irresolute 
how  to  act;  and  day  after  day  found  my- 
self exposed  to  the  persecutions  and 
insults  of  Lord  Ellsworth/* 

Baron  Altenberg  arose  from  his  seat, 
and  hastily  paced  the  room. — Gerald ine 
saw  the  secret  workings  of  his  soul. 
''  Be  coraposedj  my  dear  Sir/'  said  she, 
affectionately  laying  ber  hand  on  his  arm. 
'^  Heaven  has  protected  me;  and  I  am  fur 
removed  from  all  my  former  persecutors." 


<c 


True/'  replied  the  Baron,  gently 
patting  her  cheek,  ''  yet  the  wretch  lives  ! 
and  you  are  not  revenged — but  I  inter- 
rupt your  narrative— proceed  my  love  /' 
he  then  re-seated  himself,  and  she  con- 
tinued • 
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'^  At  lengthy  I  came  to  the  desperate  SC' 
solution  of  witlidravving  privately  from  the 
family.  It  certainly  cost  me  many 
struggles  ere  I  could  summon  sufficient 
resolution  to  deprive  myself  voluntarily  of 
the  protection  of  my  amiable  mistress; 
and  of  all  those  comforts  with  which,  in 
my  humble  station,  I  was  abundantly 
supplied,  to  become  a  wanderer  in  a 
foreign  realm.  To  my  former  emplo^'er 
I  could  not  apply  ;  Mrs.  Charters  being 
intimately  acquainted  with  Lord  and 
Lady  Ellsworth,  I  should  have  been 
instantly  discovered ;  and  I  dreaded, 
beyond  any  other  misfortune,  the  idea  of 
falling  into  Lord  Ellsworth's  power,  after 
I  had  once  quitted  his  house. 

''  For  some  weeks  the  illness  of  Lady 
Ellsworth,  prevented  my  putting  ray  de- 
termination into  practice;  but,  as  she 
gradually  recovered  her  health,  I  endea- 
voured to  fortify  my  mind,   by  reflecting 
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on  the  motive  which  actuated  me  ;  and  I 
fixed  on  the  following*  Monday  to  effect 
my  escape. 

"  Having  formed  my  plan,  I  retired  to 
rest;  but  sleep  had  fled  from  my  pillow  ; 
and,  after  ruminating  on  my  untoward 
fate,  the  idea  of  imparting  my  secret  to 
Lady  Ellsworth  occurred  to  my  mind.  I 
refiected  it  was  considerably  more  than  tw  o 
years  since  Jerome  had  ceased  to  haunt 
me,  and  I  began  to  hope  I  w  as  now  beyond 
his  reach.  My  birth  once  discovered. 
Lord  Ellsworth,  would  I  thought,  be  pre- 
vented b);  respect,  from  pursuing  me.  Full 
of  these  ideas,  I  at  length  fell  into  a  slum- 
ber:— my  waking  thoughts  still  pursued 
me,  and  I  dreamed  that  I  had  followed  my 
mistress  into  her  chamber,  and  that  I  was 
beginning  to  impart  the  long  concealed  cir- 
cumstances of  my  birth  and  condition,  when 
suddenly,  I  found  myself  seized  by  invi- 
sible hands,  and^  in  a  moment,  was  carried 
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til  rough  the  air  to  the  memorable  hut  ia 
the  forest,  where  Jerome  had  left  me. 
Here,  aviiidst  all  the  horrors  of  a  tremen- 
dous storm,  I  saw  the  Countess  Wurtz- 
burg  and  Jerome : — the  former  was  armed 
with  a  dagger,  and  she  seemed  to  exult 
over  me  with  savage  joy.  Jerome  ap- 
proached— he  grasped  m.e  so  strongly  by 
my  hair,  that  the  pain  awoke  me,  and  I 
shrieked  aloud.  I  felt  extreme  pain  and 
tightness  at  my  chest ;  but  my  joy  at  find- 
ing myself  safe  in  my  own  chamber,  com- 
pensated for  all  the  agony  1  had  under- 
gone. I  reflected  seriously  on  the  so- 
lemnity of  the  oath  by  which  I  had  bound 
myself,  and  the  dread  of  perjury  again 
sealed  my  lips,  and  confirmed  my  inten- 
tion of  departmg,  according  to  my  former 
determination. 

''  Restless  and  uneasy,  I  had  much  diflS- 
culty  in  concealing  my  feelings  from  Lady 
Ellsworth  :  and,  on  the  evening  previous 
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to  quitting  her,  very  narrowly  escaped 
betraying  all  my  schemes.  She  was  still 
too  weak  to  remain  \ery  long  in  society^ 
and  retiring  early  to  her  dressing-room, 
requested  I  v.  ould  read  aloud  a  little 
German  work  she  had  lately  procured. 

''  In  this  occupation  we  passed  nearly  an 
hour,  when  the  story,  whicli  was  pathelic, 
affected  us  so  much,  that  involuntary  tears 
hedewed  our  cheeks. 

^'  Lady  Ellsworth,  ohserving  how  pow- 
erfully my  feelings  were  touched,  desired 
me  to  do  e  the  book.  It  contained  a 
simple  but  touching  representation  of  a 
daughter,  quilting,  under  the  most  afflict- 
ing circumstances,  the  dwelling  of  her 
parents;  painted  in  lively  colours,  the 
anguish  of  the  mother,  the  grief  of  the 
sisters,  and  the  heroic  firmness  of  the 
young  woman;  who  endeavoured  to  sup- 
port and  encourage  her  disconsolate  re- 
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latives^  while  her  own  bosom  was  wrung 
with  concealed  misery. 

''  I  laid  the  book  on  the  table  —  then 
casting  my  eyes  on  mj  interesting  com- 
panion, my  heart  almost  bursting  with 
secret  sorrow,  1  clasped  my  hands,  ex- 
claiming wildly  : — ^'  such  my  benefactress, 
must  be  my  agony  when  I  am  torn  from 
you,  my  only  friend  V* 

'^  Lady  Ellsworth  looked  surprized. 
^  My  dear  Geraldine/  said  she,  kindly 
stretching  out  her  hand  towards  me : — 
'  to  what  can  you  possibly  allude?' 
'  Who  is  going  to  use  such  violent  mea- 
sures with  my  little  instructress  ?*  1  was 
instantly  aware  of  my  indiscretion  ;  and 
endeavoured  to  remove  all  suspicion  from 
her  mind,  by  saying,  that  the  incident  I 
had  just  read,  had  for  the  time,  taken 
such  strong  hold  of  my  imagination,  that 
I  had  almost  fancied  myself  the  subject 
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of  the  narrative  : — '  this  you  will  allovv^  ^ 
Madam,  is  somewhat  natural/  added  I ; 
'  for  who  can  say  what  untoward  cir- 
cumstances may  arise  to  remove  me  from 
your  protection;  and  who  can  describe 
what  I  should  suffer  under  such  a  sepa- 
ration ?'  *^  Be  not  alarmed  on  that  sub- 
ject/ said  Lady  Ellsworth;  *  you  have 
always  conducted  yourself  so  much  to  my 
satisfaction,  and,  during  my  late  tedious 
illness^  have  so  thoroughly  deserved  my 
gratitude,  that  while  1  live  we  will  never 
part,  unless  by  your  own  choice;  and 
should  I  die,  my  Lord  will,  I  am  sure, 
reward  you  for  your  past  services/ 

''  A  cold  chill  pervaded  my  frame  at  the 
mention  of  Lord  Ellsworth — poor  deluded 
victim!  little  did  she  suspect  how  com- 
pletely he  was  unworthy  her  good  opinion. 
Recovering  my  spirits  as  much  as  possible, 
I  thanked  Lady  Ellsworth  for  her  kind- 
ness ;  and,   summoning  all  my   fortitude. 

VOL.  II.  D 
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attended  her  toilette  for  the  last  time  :-— 
then,  offering  up  a  silent  prayer  for  her 
happiness,  l,  in  hurried  accents,  wished  her 
a  good  night,  and  retired  to  my  chamber. 
Here  I  indulged  in  a  flood  of  tears ;  tilh 
recollecting  the  propriety  of  writing  a 
little  farewell  note  to  Lady  Ellsworth,  I 
chased  away  my  tears ;  and,  addressing  her 
in  my  own  language,  conjured  her  not  to 
let  appearances  prejudice  her  against  me  ; 
and,  assuring  her  the  remembrance  of  her 
kindness  would  never  be  oblitered  from 
my  memory,  bade  her  adieu  for  ever  ! 

^^  Having  finished  this  effusion  of  mj 
overcharged  heart,  1  laid  it  on  my  dressing 
table  :  and  then,  making  a  parcel  of  such 
things  as  I  intended  to  remove,  I  opened 
the  window,  and  by  thelight  of  themoon, 
which  shone  full  upon  the  great  clock 
over  the  stables,  I  perceived  it  was  only 
half  past  twelve:  and  therefore,  at  leasts 
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three  hours  before  I  could  with  any  safety 
attempt  my  escape. 

''  The  house  was  large,  and  built  round 
a  court.  One  side  contained  the  state 
apartments.  Opposite  to  these  were  the 
stables  :  the  other  two  sides  contained^ 
one,  the  servants  rooms,  where  I  had  my 
chamber — the  other  was  inhabited  by  the 
family,  and  here  were  the  common  sitting 
rooms,  and  the  apartments  occupied  by 
the  Viscount  and  his  Lady. 

'^  A  sort  of  gallery,  with  windows  of 
painted  glass,  looking  to  the  court  yard, 
led  to  the  different  rooms  on  that  side  of 
the  house  ;  and  I  had  not  stood  very  long, 
before  I  observed  Lord  Ellsworth  passing 
to  his  own  room. 

''  Alas  !  thought  I,  why  could  he 
not  permit  an  humble,  retired  being  like 
myself  to  remain  peaceably  under  his  roof. 

^d,  in.  IJB. 
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Possessed  of  such  a  wife^  ought  he  not  to 
be  the  happiest  of  men  ?  A  train  of 
melancholy  reflections  crowded  into  my 
mind^  and  sitting  down  I  drew  from  my 
pocket  the  pictures  of  my  parents^  and 
addressing  them^  as  if  present^  conjured 
them  to  protect  and  guide  me.  Suddenly, 
however,  recollecting  how  ineffectual 
such  adjurations  must  be,  I  threw  myself 
on  my  knees,  and  humbly  entreating  the 
protection  of  Him,  who  alone  could  de- 
fend me  from  all  evil,  I  arose,  my  mind 
strengthened,  and  my  whole  soul  absorbed 
in  the  encouraging  idea  that,  in  the  cause 
of  virtue,  he  would  not  forsake  me. 

*'  As  the  clock  struck  three  I  quitted  my 
chamber  with  trembling  steps;  and  making 
my  way  to  jthe  breakfast-room,  I  opened 
a  glass-door  into  the  garden,  and  from 
thence  had  no  difficulty  in  gaining  the 
high  road. 
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"  For  more  than  an  hour  I  followed  the 
London  road^  till  overcome  by  anxiety  and 
fatigue^,  I  seated  my  self  on  a  heap  of  stones. 
Here  I  began  seriously  to  reflect  on  the 
most  prudent  measures  to  be  pursued  in 
m}^  present  forlorn  state : — ray  first  im- 
pulse was  to  go  immediately  to  London; 
but  when  I  recollected  the  power  and  the 
riches  of  Lord  Ellsworth,  I  trembled  lest 
he  should  trace  me;  in  which  case,  I  knew 
the  impossibility  of  again  escaping. 

''  Uncertain  and  irresolute  how  to  pro- 
ceedj  I  continued  in  this  situation,  till  I 
was  roused  from  my  reverie  by  the  sound 
of  horses  ^eei.  My  first  sensation  was 
that  of  fear :  as  I  apprehended  pursuit 
from  the  emissaries  of  Lord  Ellsworth. 
To  my  great  comfort^  however,  I  soon 
perceived  they  were  only  a  party  of  farmers 
going  to  a  neighbouring  fair. 

'^  One  of  the  men  drove  a  light  cart,  and 
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on  observing  this  circumstance^,  I  ventured 
to  request  he  would  convey  me  as  far  as 
the  neighbouring  town.  To  this  he  rea- 
dily consented,  and  with  joy  unspeakable, 
I  ibund  myself  thoroughly  concealed 
under  the  tilt  of  my  new  conveyance.  I 
had  not  been  seated  many  minutes  when 
my   companion  addressed  me :— ^  So,    I 

suppose,  my  dear,  you  are  going  to  S 

fair,  to  meet  your  sweet-heart : '—then, 
jocularly  chucking  me  under  the  chin,  he 
added,  '  nay,  do  not  blush,  I  will  not  ask 
his  name.'  There  was  something  so  honest 
and  good-humoured  in  the  appearance  of 
this  man,  that  I  fancied  I  might  safely 
request  his  advice  and  assistance,  in  pro- 
curing the  means  of  removing  to  some 
distant  town.  I  invented  a  story  of  being- 
sent  for  to  Bristol,  to  attend  a  dying  re- 
lation, and  found  him  intelligent  and  kind- 
hearted.  He  told  me,  that  although  Lon- 
don was  certainly  quite  out  of  my  way  to 
Bristol,  yet,  he  thought  I  was  more  likely 
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to  obtain  a  conveyance  from  that  place 
than  any  other ;  and  said^  he  had  no  doubt, 

he  should  meet  with  some  friend  at  S 3 

who  would  convey  me  to  the  metropolis. 
At  first  I  felt  averse  to  this  scheme,  till 
recollecting  that  I  should  find  it  much 
easier  to  conceal  myself  in  London  than  in 

S ,    or  any    of   the  adjacent  towns, 

I  thanked  him,  and  accepted  his  offer  of 
endeavouring  to  procure  me  a  safe  and 
speedy  means  of  continuing  my  jour- 
ney. 

''On  arriving  at  S ,  the  worthy  farmer 

advised  me  to  amuse  myself  at  the  fair,  as 
he  certainly  could  not  enable  me  to  quit 
the  place  till  the  next  day.  This  proposal, 
however,  I  declined,  alledging  and  with 
truth,  that  my  mind  was  too  anxious  and 
uneasy  to  admit  of  my  tasting  any  pleasure. 
He  therefore  conducted  me  to  an  inn;  and 
I  was  shewn  by  the  landlady  into  a  room, 
where  I  passed  a  melancholy  day.     When 
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the  hour  of  dinner  arrived  I  ordered  a 
slight  repast^  and  then,  after  pacing  the 
chamber  some  time,  and  looking  at  the 
fantastic  prints  with  which  it  was  adorned, 
I  approached  the  window,  and  endeavoured 
to  divert  my  thoughts  from  my  melan- 
choly situation,  by  obser\ing  the  many 
,husy  and  happy  faces  which  presenied 
themselves  in  quick  succession  before  me. 
By  degrees  I  began  to  revert  to  my  former 
painful  reflections  ;  and  the  scene  below 
appeared  to  me  no  more  than  a  picture 
seen  dimly  from  a  distance. 

An  uproar  in  the  market-place,  ( which 
w^as  immediately  in  front  of  my  windows) 
at  length  awakened  me  from  my  reverie — 
the  confusion  was  occasioned  by  a  drunken 
quarrel,  which  terminated  in  a  battle,  (a 
custom  very  frequent  in  England, )  and  I 
could  not  help  feeling  a  painful  concern  for 
the  two  opponents,  who  mutually  bestowed 
and   received    the    most    heavy     blows. 
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I  was  considering  with  some  surprise^  the 
great  numbers  of  respectable  witnesses  of 
the  battle,  when  mj  eyes  a(;cidentallj  rested 
on  a  man,  whose  figure  I  thought  was 
familiar  to  me.  While  I  was  reflecting 
who  this  person  could  possibly  be^  he 
turned  his  face  quickly  towards  the  house^ 
and  looked  earnestly  at  the  window  where 
I  then  stood.  With  extreme  alarm  I 
perceived  it  was  Lord  Ellsworth's  steward. 
Hardly  conscious  of  what  I  did,  1  rushed 
from  the  window,  flew  to  the  door,  and 
locked  it: — then  throwing  myself  into  a 
chair  I  sat  in  breathless  anxiety,  expecting 
every  moment  the  steward  would  seize  and 
deliver  me  to  his  master. 


d3 
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CHAP.    XVI. 


'^  JL  HE  shades  of  evening  Insensibly  drew 
on,  and  still  I  remained  in  the  same  situa- 
tion; mj  strained  eye-balls  fixed  on  the  door, 
and  my  head  inclined  forward  to  catch  the 
most  trifling  sound.  At  length,  I  was 
startled  by  a  gentle  knocking— I  flew  to 
the  door^  and  my  first  impulse  was  by 
putting  my  back  against  it  to  add  my 
weight  in  opposing  the  intruder — then,  in 
a  voice  of  terror,  I  enquired  who  was 
there. 

*  It  is  me.  Madam,*  said  a  female 
voice :  '  will  you  not  please  to  take  some 
refreshment  ?' 
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I  enquired  if  she  was  alone;  and  on 
being  answered  in  the  affirmative,   I  cau- 
tiously admitted  thegirl^,  who  had  already 
attended  during  my  dinner.     No   sooner 
had  she  entered  than^  bolting  the  door^  I 
eagerly  asked  if  any  one  had  enquired  for 
me.     The  girl^  in  a  language  so  provin- 
cial that  I  could  scarcely  understand  her, 
first   assured  me  no  one  had  made  any 
enquiry ;  but   afterwards,    seeming  to  re- 
collect  herself,    she   said^   that   she   had 
heard  the  great   Lord's   great   gentleman 
ask    for   me  frequently ;    and   she   con- 
cluded,  by  saying,    '  is  not  your   name 
Polly  Williams/     During   the  time  she 
was  speaking   I   wrung  my  hands    in   an 
agony. — *  Heaven    protect   me  !'    I  ex- 
claimed— thrown   off  my  guard  by  this 
dreadful  confirmation^  that   I   was    pur- 
sued— '  I  am  then  discovered  !  *  but  when 
I  heard  the  servant  mention  the  name  of 
the  person  for  whom  I  was   mistaken,    I 
recollected  ray  imprudence,  in  betraying 
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to  the  ignorant  girl  my  apprehension  of 
detection  ;  and^,  in  as  calm  a  manner  as  I 
could  assume,  assured  the  enquirer  I  was 
not  Polly  Williams^  nor  was  I  acquainted 
with  any  such  person.  The  girl  then^ 
with  vulgar  freedom,  enquired  who  I 
really  was,  as  some  one  might  ask  her. 
Wholly  engrossed  by  the  alarming  cir- 
cumstances of  the  steward's  arrival,  I 
hastily  replied,  '  Oh  !  no  matter  who  I 
am — being  a  stranger  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  no  one  is  likely  to  trouble  you 
with  any  questions  respecting  me.'  The 
chamber-maid  immediately  quitted  the 
room  ;  and  I  quickly  discovered  the  bad 
effects  of  my  want  both  of  caution,  and 
presence  of  mind. 

^'  Piqued  by  my  reserve,  and  probably 
also  instigated  by  the  vanity  of  having 
discovered  that  some  mystery  hung  over 
me,  the  girl,  on  quitting  me,  hastened  to 
jind  her  mistress,  and  impart  her  doubts. 
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The  hostess  very  soon  entered  my  cham- 
ber^  and,  in  a  peremptory  manner,  insisted 
on  knowing  my  name.  I  now  collected 
sufficient  courage  to  tell  her  I  thought 
she  had  no  right  to  question  me. — This 
observation  seemed  to  have  some  effect  for 
altering  her  tone  ;  she  informed  me  she 
saw  clearly  that  I  was  running  from 
home,  after  some  gallant :  assured  me  I 
need  be  under  do  apprehensions,  as  she 
would  not  betray  me  :  and  finally  inform- 
ed me  that,  if  the  gentleman  and  myself 
wished  for  a  temporary  concealment,  we 
were  welcome  to  her  best  rooms,  at  two 
guineas  a  day. 

"  I  thanked  her  very  civilly  for  her 
generous  offer  ;  but,  assuring  her  she  was 
entirely  mistaken,  I  informed  the  indig- 
nant landlady  that  her  assiduities  were 
wasted  on  a  servant  out  of  place,  who 
was  going  to  visit  a  sick  relation. 
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^'  No  words  can  do  justice  to  Mrs.  Ball, 
on  this  overthrow  of  all  her  plans.  No 
doubt  she  intended  to  derive  very  con- 
siderable advantage  from  her  former 
offers  of  service  ;  and  the  greater  the 
disappointment,  the  greater,  of  course, 
the  displeasure  of  the  enraged  landlady. 
After  loading  me  with  the  most  opprobri- 
ous epithets,  she  ordered  me  to  remove  to 
a  chamber  more  fitting  my  rank  ;  and 
insisted  on  being  paid  before  hand  for 
the  miserable  bed  I  was  for  that  night  to 
occupy.  To  this  I  consented,  thankful 
the  virago  permitted  me  to  remain  on  any 
terms  in  the  house. 

"  I  retired  early  to  a  dirty  bed,  in  a  more 
dirty  garret;  trusting  I  should  yet  escape 
frorn  my  persecutors.  It  is  evident  the 
steward  did  not  perceive  me,  when  he 
looked  up  at  the  window  ;  indeed,  I  have 
since  recollected  the  sign  hung  immediate- 
ly above  it:    and  it  is  possible  he  directed 
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bis  attention  to  that  instei  *!  of  the  inhabi- 
tant of  the  room  :  and  this  I  am  the  more 
inclined  to  believe^  because,  on  calm 
reflectionj  it  has  occurred  to  me  he 
probably  'did  not  then  know  of  my  de- 
parture, as  he  lived  in  a  house  at  some 
distance  from  Lord  Ellsworth^  and 
therefore,  was  not  likely  to  have  gone 
there  previous  to  his  departure  for  the 
fair. 

"  Rising  early  the  next  morning,  I  de- 
sired to  have  some  breakfast,  and  then 
quietly  waited  the  arrival  of  my  new 
acquaintance,  who  had  promised  to  visit 
me. 

"  At  about  ten  o'clock  he  arrived,  ac- 
companied by  a  smart  young  man,  whose 
appearance  did  not  prepossess  me  in  his 
favor  :  in  my  situation,  however,  I  was 
rejoiced  to  meet  with  any  person  who 
would  convey  me  from  the  neighbour- 


64  MEMOIRS    OF   THE 

hood  of  Lord  EHswortb  ;  and  mounting 
on  a  pillion  behind  him,  we  travelled 
gently    towards    London.        Before  we 

quitted  the  town  of  S ,  I  told  my 

companion  that,  finding  my  dress  hardly 
warm  enough,  I  would,  with  his  permis- 
sion, purchase  a  more  suitable  one  ;  and 
stopping  at  a  shop,  almost  out  of  the 
town,  I  equipt  myself  in  a  manner  that  I 
considered  would  assist  my  concealment. 
My  conductor  was  extremely  talkative  : 
he  told  me  he  had  three  days  before  con- 
veyed his  sister  from  London,  who  was 
going  to  be  married  to  a  rich  farmer  in 
that  neighbourhood;  and  assured  me  how 
happy  he  felt  in  meeting  with  so  charm- 
ing a  companion,  instead  of  journeying 
aloiie  to  his  house. 

*'  We  rested  nearly  two  hours  in  a 
■village,  where  ourselves  and  horse  took 
some  refreshment;  and  early  in  the 
morning  arrived  in  London.     My  com- 
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panion  was  a  tradesman ;  and  he  very 
civilly  requested  me  to  remain  in  his 
house;  but  there  was  a  degree  of  free- 
dom in  his  manner^,  which  made  me  de- 
termine to  break  off  all  further  acquain- 
tance with  him.  I  therefore  thanked  him 
for  his  kindness,  and  requested  he  would 
direct  me  to  any  place  from  whence  a 
waggon  was  likely  to  set  out  for  Bristol. 
Finding  all  his  oratory  could  not  prevail 
on  me  to  stay,  he  conducted  me  to  an  inn, 
from  whence,  at  five  in  the  morning,  a 
waggon  would  depart. 

^'  Being  fatigued  with  my  journey  I  de- 
sired to  be  shewn  to  my  bed-room  imme- 
diately ;  and  at  the  appointed  time  was 
ready  to  commence  my  journey. 

'^  A  servant  girl  having  informed  me  the 
waggon  was  just  setting  off,  I  took  my 
parcel  in  my  hand,  and  followed  her  to 
the  door  of  the  inn ;  here  I  saw  many  per- 
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sons  busily  employed  in  loading  the  ve- 
hicle ;  and  a  man  seeing  me  standing 
with  my  parcel  now  approached  me,  and 
taking  it  from  me,  said  he  would  place  it 
safely  in  the  waggon.  I  instantly  con- 
sented, and  the  driver,  advancing  almost 
at  the  same  moment,  desired  me  to  pay 
half  the  expense  of  the  journey,  which  he 
assured  me  was  customary.  I  drew  my 
purse  from  my  pocket,  but  as  I  had  put 
my  money  in  my  litttle  packet,  except  a 
few  shillings  I  had  reserved  for  my  dis- 
bursements on  the  road,  I  found  I  had 
not  a  sufficient  sum  to  answer  the  unex- 
pected demand :  therefore  requested  he 
would  bring  me  my  parcel,  and  he  should 
be  satisfied. — The  rest  you  may  easily 
guess.  My  parcel  was  stolen,  and  I 
found  myself,  in  one  moment,  deprived  of 
all  my  clothes  and  money,  except  the 
trifling  sum  in  my  purse. 

"^^One  of  the  passengers  declared  she  had 
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seen  a  man  pass  quickly  by  her  with  a 
bundle,  such  as  I  described,  under  his 
arm  :  and  the  \yaggon  departed  ;  leaving 
me  almost  paralyzed  by  disappointment 
and  anguish  of  mind.  I  continued  stand- 
ing on  the  same  spot  where  the  waggoner 
had  left  me,  unconscious  of  all  around 
me ;  and  I  know  not  how  long  I  should 
have  remained  in  this  place,  had  I  not 
been  suddenly  roused  from  my  bitter  re- 
flections by  a  smart  blow  on  the  shoulder. 
I  turned  hastily  round,  and  perceived  my 
assailant  to  be  a  short  fat  elderly  woman ; 
she  had  a  pipe  in  her  mouth,  and  her 
dress  indicated  her  to  belong  to  the  lower 
class. 

"  She  addressed  me  in  a  voice  of  kind- 
ness ;  told  me  not  to  grieve,  for  God 
would  reward  the  thief  according  to  his 
deserts  ;  and  enquired  it  she  could  be  of 
any  service  in  calling  on  my  friends  and 
relations;  who,   no  doubt,  would  assist 
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me  as  soon  as  tliey  knew  of  my  distress. 
'Alas  !'  I  replied,  'jou  are  much  mis- 
taken ;  1  am  a  poor  iii  fortunate, 
foreigner,  and  am  without  friends,  and 
without  money:  if,  after  this  expla- 
nation, you  will  have  the  charity  to 
procure  me  a  hed,  at  a  cheap  rate,  for  a 
few  nights^  I  shall  be  infinitely  indebted 
to  you/  '  You  shall  have  my  own  spare 
bed;'  said  the  generous  woman:  'my 
daughter  is  just  gone  to  service,  by  the 
wacrgon ;  otherwise  I  should  not  have 
been  here  now.  You  shall,  if  you  please, 
go  home  with  me — 'tis  a  poor  place,  but 
clean  and  neat.*  Then  taking  me  by  the 
arm,  she  drrigged  me^  along  till  we  came 
to  a  small  house,  the  door  of  which  she 
unlocked,  and  we  entered.  Then  taking 
me  into  a  bed-room,  where  there  were 
two  small  beds,  and  some  baskets  of 
apples  ;  she  advised  me  to  lie  down  a 
little,  while  she  prepared  some  breakfast. 
I  consented,  but  it  was  merely  for  the 
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purpose  of  finding  myself  alone,  and  at 
liberty  to  reflect  on  the  adventures  of  the 
night.  Hitheito  my  senses  had  been  so 
benumbed,  by  the  sudden  shock,  I  had 
scarcely  known  what  had  passed  since  the 
cruel  villain  seized  my  little  property. 

^^  On  quitting  my  comfortable  abode 
with  Lady  Ellsworth,  I  had  imagined 
myself  arrived  at  the  climax  of  wretched- 
ness ;  whereas,  in  fact,  my  condition  was 
then  prosperous  in  the  extreme,  com- 
pared to  my  present  state  of  actual  pover- 
ty. I  took  out  my  purse — it  contained 
only  seven  shillings  and  sixpence.  This 
my. new  hostess  must  have  known,  in  con- 
sequence of  all  that  passed  at  the  door  of 
the  inn,  between  the  waggoner  and  my- 
self—yet she  had  oftered  me  an  asylum, 
confident,  as  she  must  have  been,  of  my 
total  inability  to  remunerate  her  for  the 
trouble  and  expense  she  might,  on  my 
account,   incur.       I  blush  to  confess  I 
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attributed  the  generous  conduct  of  this 
woman  to  some  less  pure  motive  than 
benevolence,  and  res:>lYed  to  watch  her 
narrowly. 

"  While  these  ideas  occupied  my  mind, 
Judy  Jones  was  busily  employed  in  the 
next  room,  preparing  a  frugal  meal  for 
her  inmate  ;  and  tapping  at  the  door,  she 
enquired  if  1  was  ready  for  breakfast.  I 
immediately  joined  her,  and  during  our 
repast  she  related  her  history  to  me.  She 
was  by  birth  a  Welch  woman,  and  had 
come  young  to  London  with  a  party  of 
her  countrywomen,  in  search  of  employ- 
ment. She  had  married  well,  and  during 
the  life  of  her  husband,  they  had  earned 
a  comfortable  subsistence  by  keeping  what 
is  called  a  green-stall.  They  had  only 
one  daughter  who  was  in  service,  and  they 
lived  contented  with  their  humble  lot,  till 
their  daugter,  unfortunately  quitted  her 
place,   in  consequence  of   illness : — the 
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disorder  proved  to  be  the  small-pox.    The 
father  caught  the  malady  and  died — the 
girl  survived  ;  but  it  was  long  before  she 
could  again  go  from  home^  and  the  ex- 
pences  attending  these  melancholy  circum- 
stances reduced   poor  Judy  and  her  child 
to  the  utmost  poverty.     In  this   exigence 
however,  the  worthy  woman  still  exerted 
herself,  and  she  became  a  vender  of  com- 
mon fruits  about  the  streets.     The  pro- 
duce of  her  wheelbarrow  just  served  to 
support  life.     She  had  fortunately  now  met 
with  a  family  willing  to  engage  the  girl, 
and  she  had  agreed  to  place  her  daughter 
out  at  very  low  wages,   rather  than   keep 
her  in  idleness  at  home. 


''Our  repast  being  over^,  Mrs.  Jones  told 
me  she  must  repair  to  her  daily  stand  ;— I 
divided  the  contents  of  my  purse  with  her, 
desiring  her  to  procure  such  necessaries  as 
we  most  wanted. 
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'^  My  life  passed  on  uniformly  from  this 
time.  Mrs.  Jones  procured  me  needle- 
work— I  rose  early  and  passed  the  long 
days  in  weeping  over  my  misfortunes^  and 
lamenting  the  perverseness  of  my  fate^ 
which  seemed  to  oppose  all  my  efforts  to 
provide  respectability  for  myself — yet,  so 
tenacious  are  we  of  existence,  that  even 
now,  I  felt  thankful  that  Jerome  had 
spared  my  life,  although  on  these  hard  con- 
ditions. I  was  enabled  by  my  industry  to 
repay  the  worthy  woman,  with  whom  I 
continued  to  lodge,  and  I  did  not  despair 
of  having  it  in  my  power  once  more  to 
enter  into  service. 

I  had  remained  in  the  humble  dwelling 
of  Judy  Jones  about  five  weeks,  when  the 
poor  widow  found  herself  unexpectedly 
involved  in  fresh  embarrassments.  Since 
the  death  of  her  husband  she  had  not  been 
able  to  pay  her  rent,  and  her  landlord^ 
knowing  her  to  be   an   industrious   and 
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honest  woman^  had  assured  her  he  would 
not  require  it  till  she  could  convenientlj 
settle  it.  Unfortunately  her  humane  land- 
lord had  himself  fallen  into  distress ;  he 
became  a  bankrupt,  and  of  course,  his 
affairs  being  in  the  hands  of  his  creditors, 
Mrs.  Jones  must  either  pay  the  debt,  or 
her  goods  would  be  seized. 

"  The  conduct  of  this  woman  was  really 
most  exemplary  on  the  trying  occasion. 
Though  uneducated,  she  possessed  great 
strength  of  mind ;  and  her  resignation  and 
piety  were  such  as  made  me  blush,  to 
think  how  weakly  I  sometimes  yielded  to 
despondence  under  my  own  misfortunes. 
She  could  read  but  little,  yet,  on  Sundays^ 
constantly  studied  her  bible  :  and  often 
assured  me  her  comfort  in  all  her  distress 
had  been  drawn  from  that  sacred  volume. 
When  she  imparted  to  me  the  difficulty 
in  which  she  found  herself  involved,  ahe 
said,  while  the  tears,    which   she  vainly 

VOL.  II.  E 


74  MEMOIRS   OF   THE 

endeavoured  to  conceal,  trickled  down  her 
honest  cheek,  *I  had  hoped  jet  to  be 
able  to  provide  for  myself  against  the 
period  of  old  age,  when  T  shall  no  longer 
be  capable  of  struggling  with  poverty ; 
but  even  now,  I  do  not  despair  ?  God  is 
able  to  provide  for  all  his  creatures,  and 
he  will  yet  raise  me  up  help  in  m}-  need. 
I  bless  his  goodness  in  having  taken  mj 
husband  to  himself  before  this  sorrow 
came  upon  me;  and  I  am  yet  fortunate 
in  having  met  with  a  home  for  my  child.* 
She  then  told  me  she  must  go  to  the  per- 
son who  arranged  the  affairs  of  the  bank- 
rupt and  see  what  could  be  done, 

^'  When  she  left  me,  I  could  not  help 
Tepining  at  my  cruel  fate,  which  prevented 
my  assisting  the  poor  widow  on  this  occa- 
sion : — '  if,'  said  I,  it  were  possible  for  me 
to  possess  only  the  sum  my  indulgent  father 
allowed  me  for  my  childish  expences,  I 
could  amply  provide  for  this  unfortunate. 
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wortliy  being  ;  but  bereft  of  every  thing,  1 
am. incapable  of  offering  the  smallest  as- 
sistance :  even  my  clothes  are  gone,  or  thej 
might  have  sold  for  something.     As  it  is, 
I  bave  nothing  I  can  call  my  own,  but  the 
coarsedress  1  haveby  my  industry  provided, 
except,    indeed/ — and  a   sudden  thouglit 
darted  across  my  mind — I  drew^  from  my 
bosom  my  pictures — I  kissed  them  with 
fervor  : — '  Oh  !  my  beloved  parents/  said 
I,  addressing  the  beautiful  representations 
of  those  who  were  separated  from  me  for 
ever,  '  look   on   your    child  with  appro- 
bation in  the  great  sacrifice  she  is  about  to 
make  of  all  her  earthly  treasure.     Surely, 
I  continued,    '  Heaven  will   prosper  this 
my  only  possible  effort  to  relieve  a  suffer- 
ing fellow-creature  1* 

''  Never,  my  friends,  can  I  describe  the 
poignancy  of  my  affliction  in  this  moment. 
The  little  pictures    had  acted  as  an  en- 
couragement in  all  mv  troubles — to  them 
e2 
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I  flew  for  comfort,  and,  by  a  sort  of 
superstitious  veneration,  had  almost  per- 
suaded myself,  while  I  possessed  them,  I 
should  rise  superior  to  any  affliction.  The 
moment  however  was  come,  when  duty 
(at  least  so  I  assured  myself)  imperiously 
forbade  my  keeping  them. 

''  The  pictures  were  in  one  setting,  sur- 
rounded by  diamonds;  and  a  coronet  of 
precious  stones   graced  the  top.     I   was 
certain  a  jeweller  would  give  a  considerable 
sum   for  them ;    and,    having  made   my 
determination,   I  cannot  give  you  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  earnestness  with   which 
1  watched  the  return  of  poor  Judy.     At 
length   she   arrived,  wringing  her  hands^ 
and  shewing  by  her  gestures  she  had  been 
unsuccessful  in  her  visit.     ^  God's  v^^ill  be 
done/  said  she,  seating  herself  in  a  chair 
by  the  door  :  '  my  little  property  will  be 
seized  next  Friday,  unless  I  can  raise  the 
money  before  that  time : — it  grieves  me. 
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my  poor  cliild,  to  think  of  jour  being 
driven  from  mj  little  dwelling ;  but  I 
believe  I  can  yet  procure  you  a  bed,  par- 
ticularly as  you  can  earn  a  sufficiency  to 
pay  for  it.'  '  Worthy  soul/  I  exclaimed^, 
taking  her  by  the  hand,  '  and  can  you,  in 
such  affliction,  bestow  a  thought  on  a  girl, 
who  a  month  ago  was  unknown  to  you  ? 
'  Heaven,  however,  my  good  Mrs.  Jones, 
has,  as  you  piously  trustwl,  raised  you  up 
an  unexpected  assistance.' — '  Take  this,' 
said  I,  with  energy,  *  and  dispose  of  it 
to  some  jeweller,  the  sale  of  it  will  relieve 
your  present  necessities,  and  afford  you  some 
comfort  besides.* 

''  Judy  opened  the  case  : — '  merciful 
power  !'  said  she,  diamonds  ! — '  Ah  !   my 

dear,  where  did  you  obtaiii  these  pictures  ?* 

f 

''  They  am'  said  I,  '  ni  ^  own;  and 
have  been  ever  si»  ce  I  was  a  chi  1 ;  but  I 
was  unwilling  to  part  with  them  till  our 
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wants  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary.' 
'  Say  rather  till  my  necessities/  said  the 
grate  f(il  creature  ;  'but  Heaven  will  re- 
ward your  benevolence.  I  thought  you 
must  be  some  great  person,  and  now  1  am 
convinced  of  it/  '  Oh  !  no/  said  I,  hastily^ 
*  you  are  mistaken  ;  but  lose  no  time  in 
applying  to  a  jeweller,  and  if  possible, 
bring  back  the  money/ 

"  Judy  quitted  the  house ;  I  hurried  to 
the  door  after  her,  and  was  on  the  point  of 
calling  her  back  to  take  one  look  more  at 
the  beautiful  portraits,  but  she  was  already 
out  of  sight,  and  1  rejoiced  she  did  not 
perceive  the  pangs  I  endured  in  parting 
with  them. 

"  In  about  an  hour  she  returned,  and 
told  me  the  jeweller  had  desired  her  to  call 
agaiii  the  next  morning,  '  He  informed 
me/  said  she,  '  the  diamonds  were  of  great 
value,  and  enquired  how  1  had  obtained 
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the  pictures.  I  related  your  goodness  to 
me,  and  the  accident  by  which  we» became 
acquainted — he  saidit^was  very  well,  I 
must  call  before  twelve  o'clock  to-mor- 
row.* 


*'  We  retired  to  rest.  I  had  hitherto 
always  indulged  myself  before  I  slept,  and 
when  I  awoke,  by  pressing  to  my  lips  the 
represontationsof  my  parents,  and  I  could 
not  restrain  my  tears  when  I  reflected  I 
should  do  so  no  more.  I,  however,  com- 
forted myself,  by  recalling  the  joy  of  my 
landlady,  and  the  permanent  advantage 
she  might  derive  from  her  kindness  to  me. 

*'  My  dreams  were  pleasant ; — they  re- 
presented my  parents  exulting  over  their 
child,  and  encouraging  me  to  follow  the 
paths  of  virtue.  I  arose  refreshed,  and 
elated  with  the  reflection  that  I  was  be- 
come really  useful  to  a  fellovy-creature. 
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''  At  (lie  appointed  time,  Judy  repaired 
to  the  Jeweller's.  '  My  debt  is  four 
pounds/  saidshe,  before  she  left  me,  '  and 
remember  I  will  not  touch  one  shilling  of 
the  money  beyond  that  sum — it  is  your*s, 
and  it  will  enable  you  to  get  forward  in 
the  world  */ — so  saying*  she  departed. 

''It  was  very  long  since  I  had  felt  such 
self-complacency  as  at  present;  and  I  in- 
dulged in  schemes  of  restoring  Mrs.  Jones 
to  her  former  comforts  ;  when  my  pleasing 
speculations  were  interrupted  by  the  return 
of  Judy.  Imagine  my  astonishment,  when^ 
instead  of  appearing  elated  with  her  good 
fortune,  she  rushed  into  the  room,  and 
with  a  countenance  of  terror  exclaimed, 
'fly  this  moment — they  arehere!— oh! 
you  will  be  seized  and  thrown  into  prison 
with  me.' 

''  Surprize  rivetted  me  to  the  spot. 
'  What  can  you  mean  ? '  said  I :  and  be- 
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fore  she  could  reply,  several  men  entered 
and  ordered  me  to  accompany  them.  I 
was  passive;  and  both  Mrs.  Jones  and 
myself  were  conducted  to  the  jeweller*s. — 
Here  I  saw  a  gentleman  with  the  master 
of  the  shop,  who  desired  to  know  if  the 
story  of  my  having  given  the  pictures  to 
Mrs.  Jones  was  true.  I  answered  in  the 
affirmative.  '  They  are  so  valuable  that 
you  must  account  for  their  coming  into 
your  hands/  said  the  gentleman.  I  as- 
sured him  they  were  my  own  ;  and  were 
given  me  by  my  father,  before  I  left  my 
own  country. 

'  Young  woman/  said  the  jeweller, 
'  recollect  yourself;  I  understand  you 
lodge  with  this  woman,  and  take  in  plain 
work:  tell  us  then  who  you  are,  as  it 
is  quite  impossible  you  should  have  ob- 
tained these  things  fairly. — You  had 
better  confess  the  theft  at  once,  for  you 
must  otherwise  go  before  the  justice/  I 
e3 
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persisted  in  saying  they  were  honestly  ray 
own;  and  the  gentleman  (who  looked 
with  the  utmost  compassion  on  me)  at- 
tended Mrs.  Jones,  the  jeweller,  and  my- 
self to  the  justice's  house.  Here  T  was 
asked  if  I  understood  the  nature  of  au 
oath.  Heaven  could  witness,  I  knew  too 
well ;  but,  curtseying  to  my  interrogator^ 
I  merely  answered  in  the  affirmative  :  the 
oath  was  then  tendered  to  me.  I  fell  on 
my  knees,  and  conjured  them  not  to  re- 
quire it  from  me.  Great  >vas  the  sur- 
prize of  all  present,  at  the  repuguance  I 
expressed.  '  It  is  plain,'  said  the  justice, 
after  a  pause,  '  this  girl  has  some  virtue 
left;  and  she  is  sufficiently  aware,  that 
in  binding  herself  to  reveal  the  truth,  she 
must  condemn  herself  and  associate.' 

*  Indeed,  indeed.  Sir,'  said  I,  '  this 
poor  woman  is  totally  innocent,  and  so 
am  I ;  but  although  those  pictures  arc 
my  own  rightful  property  I  cannot  ex- 
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plain  how  they  became  so.'  '  You  must 
then  go  to  prison/  said  the  justice  coolly. 
^  Oh  1  not  to  prison/  I  exclaimed,  clasp- 
ing my  hands,  '  I  have  not  deserved  this 
rigour,  indeed  I  have  not/  '  Saucy  too/ 
cried  the  justice's  clerk — 'I  say  ri2;our  ! 
shall  I  make  out  the  mittimus.  Sir  ?' 
The  justice  assented,  when  the  gentleman 
requested  permission  to  speak  to  me 
alone.  ^  She  is  a  foreigner,"  said  he, 
and  appears  young.and  innocent:  perhaps 
she  may  confess  the  truth  to  me:  you 
know  me  well,  an^  can,  I  hope,  trust 
me.*  After  some  hesitation,  the  jusiice 
permitted  us  to  withdraw  into  a  small  ad- 
joiug  room. 

''  Here  the  gentleman,  with  a  kindness 
never  to  be  obliterated  from  my  memory, 
informed  me  he  was  himself  a  foreigner — 
a  Frenchman  by  birth — that  he  could  not 
help  being  interested  by  my  youth, 
and  apparently  deserted  state ;  and  he 
conjured  me,  in  accents  of  the  tender- 
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est  pitjj  to  reveal  the  truth  to  him  ;  as- 
suring me  he  would  exert  himself  in  my 
favor,  if  I  would  candilj  acknowledge 
the  fact. 

'*■  I  thanked  him  for  his  benevolence; 
but  continued  to  assert  the  property  was 
my  own ;  and  requested  if  I  might  not 
raise  money  on  it  to  serve  an  unfortunate 
v/oman,  it  might  be  restored  to  me. 
'  That  is  impossible/  said  he.  Then 
looking  kindly  on  me  he  exclaimed, 
'  Poor  deluded  girl  !  will  you  then 
stand  the  test  of  a  trial?  when  you  will 
certainly  be  obliged  to  confess,  and  suffer 
for  your  offence/ 

'  God  protect  me,*  said  I,  '  what  v^^ill 
become  of  me?*  then  addressing  myself 
to  the  gentleman,  I  said,  '  there  is  some- 
thing so  generous  in  your  conduct,  that 
it  increases  my  misery  in  being  prevented 
declaring  who  I  am.     I  will^   however. 
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as  far  as  I  am  able,  open  my  heart  to 
you^  and  explain  why  I  cannot  impart 
the  particulars  of  those  pictures^  as  they 
relate  to  myself.  I  am  bound  by  an  oath 
so  solemn,  so  dreadful,  that  I  can  scarce- 
ly think  of  it,  and  retain  my  intellects, 
never  to  reveal  who  1  am  ;  and  the  mo- 
ment I  perjure  myself  I  am  threatened 
with  instant  destruction.  It  is  true  I  am 
not  what  I  seem.  The  pictures  are  le- 
gally my  own  ;  and  sincerely  do  I  regret 
I  dare  not  inform  you  who  they 
represent.' 

'  Was  the  oath  voluntary  ?  asked  the 
gentleman.  ^  Far  from  it/  said  I;  it 
was  forced  from  me  by  the  most  terrible 
means — it  was  the  only  chance  1  had  of 
life  ;  but  having  once  taken  it,  the  break- 
ing it  would,  of  course,  be  perjury.' 

*"  Certainly  not,*  said  the  gentleman, 
'  an  oath  must  be  voluntary,   it  may  not 
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be  extorted  bv  fear,  or  it  cannot  be  bind- 
ing.' 

'  Ah  !  Sir/  said  I,  Mf  I  could  once 
be  assured  of  that,  mj  woes  might  jet 
terminate  :  never  but  once  did  I  form  the 
resolution  of  breaking  my  vow,  and  then 
I  suffered  beyond  measure  for  the  mere 
thought.*  The  gentleman  looked  surpri- 
zed— we  returned  together  to  the  hall  of 
justice,  when  the  excellent  man  taking 
the  justice  aside,  conversed  with  him 
some  time. 

''  They  returned  together,  and  the  justice 
informed  me  the  stranger  had  generously 
offered  to  be  bound  for  my  appearance, 
and  that  I  was  to  accompany  him  home  : 
he  then  desired  the  jeweller  to  deliver  the 
pictures  into  the  gentleman's  care;  and 
the  worthy  man  conducted  me  to  his 
house.  Here  he  reminded  me  of  the  im- 
portance of  his  being  able  to  produce  me 
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when  required,  and  pointed  out  the 
wickedness  there  would  be  in  attempting 
my  escape.  I  assured  him  he  might  rely 
on  my  remaining  quietly  wherever  he  ap- 
pointed— he  said  he  was  satisfied  ;  then 
sitting  dovvn^  he  began  to  examine  the 
portraits. 

''  At  sigjit  of  ihose  beloved  objects  my 
tears  fell  fast ;  and  the  gentleman,  ob- 
serving ray  emotion,  said,  '  it  is  evident 
these  portraits  represent  persons  very  dear 
to  you;  and  it  is  strange/  he  addedj 
*  that  this  countenance',  pointing  to  the 
picture  of  my  father,  '  seems  familiar  to 
me.' — I  remained  silent.  He  secured  the 
pictures  in  a  cabinet ;  and  then  began  to 
argue  with  me  on  what  he  called  my  mis- 
taken notions,  respecting  an  extorted 
oath.  Still  the  power  of  Jerome's  secret 
influence  on  my  mind  was  such,  I  could 
not  prevail  on  myself  to  believe  he  would 
not  execute  his  vengeance  on  my  head. 
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the  moment  I  discovered  myself;  and  no 
argument  of  my  new  friend  could  yet 
persuade  me  I  might,  without  oflfending 
the  Deity,  perjure  myself. 

"  Never  was  patience  more  exem- 
plified than  in  my  present  companion; 
and  when  he  found  he  could  not  prevail 
with  me,  he  told  me  he  would  endeavour 
to  procure  the  opinion  of  some  of  the 
most  learned  men  in  the  kingdom  :  and 
surely  if  they  corroborate  what  I  have 
said,  you  will  shake  off  the  superstitious 
dread  that  appears  to  have  seized  your 
mind.  '  Alas  !  Sir,'  said  I,  '  should 
you  ever  know  my  history,  you  will  per- 
ceive that  nothing,  but  an  idea  of  per- 
forming my  duty,  could  keep  me  silent.' 

"  Have  you  not,  in  the  course  of  this 
recital,  discovered  Monsieur  Gourdon  in 
ray  new  friend?'  said  Geraldine  to  her 
attentive  audience.     The   Chevalier  and 
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his  liidy  had  quitted  the  room  early  in 
the  narrative.  *  I  suspected  he  was  your 
disinterested  protector/  said  Madame 
Armfeld.  Heaven  will  reward  his  gene- 
rous efforts  in  your  favor/ 

*  I  will  not/  continued  Geraldine, 
'  detail  all  the  arguments  that  were  used 
before  I  could  prevail  on  myself  to  disclose 
the  secret.  At  length,  however,  I  became 
convinced  of  the  fallacy  of  my  ideas; 
yet  I  muat  candidly  confess  I  felt  a 
superstitiou§  dread  of  ray  old  persecutor, 
and  actually  feared  to  be  left  alone  the 
evening  after  I  bad  disclosed  my  adven- 
tures. 

''  No  sooner  had  I  mentioned  the 
name  of  my  father,  than  the  Chevalier 
exclaimed — '  the  rai?tery  of  my  re- 
cognizing those  featuies  i^  then  eluci- 
dated. It  is  many  years  since  Count 
Wurtzburg  did  me   a  jsignal   service,  in 
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rescuing  my  wife  from  a  convent^,  where 
her  friends  had  concealed  her.  iFrom 
that  time  T  have  anxiously  wished  to 
have  it  in  my  power  to  serve  him^  or  his 
family,  and  thus  requite  the  favor  he 
conferred  upon  me:  and  the  occasion 
seems,  just  no Wj  in  a  wonderful  manner 
to  present  itself.  We  will  go/  he  con- 
tinued, '  to  Germany  ;  and  we  will  en- 
deavour to  obtain  justice  for  you,  my 
dear  girl.' 

*'  I  conjured  him  not  to  think  of  it; 
assuring  him  he  would  only  endanger 
himself,  and  probably  fail  in  his  attempt 
of  replacing  me  in  the  domain  of  Gotha. 
I  told  him  if  he  would  permit  me  to  re- 
main in  his  familj^  and  assist  Madame 
Gourdon  in  the  education  of  her  little 
girl,  I  should  be  perfectly  happy.  This 
I  said,  wishing  to  spare  him  tiie  trouble 
and  expense  of  so  long  a  journey,  and 
so  tedious  a  voyage.      He  was,  however. 
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determined  ;  and  lost  no  time  in  prepa- 
ring for  our  departure.  I  have  since 
learned  from  bis  lady  that,  immediately 
after  I  communicated  my  story^  he  had 
applied  to  a  German  of  rank,  then  in  a 
diplomatic  character,  resident  in  London, 
from  whom  he  heard  a  confirmation  of 
my  sudden  disappearance,  and  reported 
death  ;  a  subject  which,  in  consequence 
of  the  law  «uit,  was,  at  the  time  he  quitted 
Vienna,  the  topic  of  general  coiiver- 
lation. 

"  Judy  Jones,  the  humble  instrument 
of  my  good  fortune^  was  sent  for,  and 
the  generous  Chevaliej*  ■^rercnted  her,  in 
my  name,  a  sum  of  nvjney  sufficient  to 
answer  all  the  demands  updn  her,  and 
place  her  in  her  former  line  of  business. 

"  Madame  Gourdon  was  all  kindness  ' 
I  was  full  of  Iwpe^  joy,  and  gratitude ; 
and   I   confess  curiosity,   respecting  the 
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affairs  of  Gotlia.  Before  I  quitted  Er?g- 
land  1  wrote  to  Lady  Ellsworth  to  thank 
her  for  her  former  protection^  and  inform 
her  of  the  change  in  my  affairs  ;  impu- 
ting my  abrupt  departure  to  a  sudden 
alteration  in  my  prospects,  which  required 
both  haste  and  secrecy :  by  this  I  hoped 
to  conceal  the  real  cause  of  my  elope- 
ment. I  received  a  most  affectionate 
answer  to  this  letter,  and  had  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  she  was  well- -hap- 
py I  fear  she  never  cnu  be. 
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CHAP.  XVII. 


'  A  PASS  over  our  voyage/  said  Geral- 
diiie, — 'it  was  prosperous,  and  the  journey 
to  Vienna  very  different  from  that  I  had 
made  when  1  quitted  it  three  years  be- 
fore. 

''  My  delight  was  inexpressibly  great 
on  entering  this  town.  We  drove  by 
your  house,  my  dear  Madame  Armfeld  ; 
and  I  requested  permission  to  stop  and 
enquire  after  you:  but  the  Chevalier 
enjoined  me  to  restrain  my  impatience,  as 
he  was  fearful  the  Countess  should  gain 
any  intimation  of  my  return. 
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''  His  will  it  was  my  pleasure  to  obey; 
and,  although  I  was  morltfied  to  find  I 
must  not  gratify  myself  by  introducing 
my  new  friends  to  you  as  soon  as  my  aflbc- 
tion  and  gratitude  led  me  to  wish,  I  did 
not  express  my  disappointment. 

''  Fortunately  I  recollected  the  name 
of  the  principal  person  who  conducted 
the  Wurtzburg  cause;  and,  the  acti- 
vity of  Monsieur  Gourdon,  led  him 
immediately  to  unfold  the  circumstances 
of  my  restoration  to  that  gentleman.  They 
consulted  together  on  the  most  striking 
way  of  introducing  me  into  Court: — the 
method  they  pursued  you  know — and  now 
I  cannot  conclude  without  ^marking  the 
wonderful  manner  in  which  the  hand  of 
Providence  has  guided  me  through  all  my 
difficulties,  and  exposed  the  atrocities  of 
those  who  sought  my  life.'' 

Baron  Altenberg  was  very  solicitous 
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to  consult  v\  ith  the  Chevalier,  on  the  most 
prudent  mode  of  conduct,  respecting  Ge- 
raldinc's  claim  to  Gotha. 

Of  course  the  Countess  was  no  lonsrei* 
much'  concerned  in  the  event ;  and  could 
the  validity  of  her  document  be  proved, 
she  would  hardly  wish  to  incur  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  law  in  a  case  where  she  was 
not  likely  to  reap  any  advantage.  Mon- 
sieur Gourdon  saw  all  the  difliculties  of 
the  business.  After  mature  deliberation, 
they  began  to  reflect,  that  a  certain  hand- 
some income,  would  perhaps  be  more 
advantageous,  than  the  chance  of  obtain* 
ing,  (after  an  expensive  struggle  of  many 
years)  that  domain,  which  the  present  pos- 
sessors would  exert  every  power  to  retain 
from  Geraldine. 

They  communicated  this  idea  to  the 
dispossessed  heiress.     Harassed  as  she  had 
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been,  her  greatest  wish  was  to  be  settled 
quietly^  undisturbed  bj  faniilj  feuds;  and 
when  she  added  to  this,  the  still  stronger 
inducement^  of  relieving  her  guardian 
from  the  weight  of  ex  pence  they  were 
hourly  incurring;  she  acceded  most  joy- 
fully to  the  proposal  ;  but  it  still  required 
much  mature  deliberation,  before  her  guar- 
dians renounced  what  both  considered  as 
the  undoubted  right  of  Count  Wurtzburg's 
daughter. 

iThe  matter,  however,  did  not  require 
immediate  decision,  as  the  time  was** ar- 
rived, when  the  gentlemen  of  the  law  re- 
tired to  relax  their  minds,  and  refresh 
themselves  after  the  pressure  of  business. 
The  Baron,  therefore,  invited  his  new 
friends,  with  their  protegee,  to  visit  him 
during  the  recess;  and  Geraldine  was 
enchanted  at  the  idea  of  again  visiting  the 
scenes  of  her  former  happhiess. 
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On  arriving  at  the  Baron's  house,  the 
venerable  Bertrand  flew  to  meet  the  child 
of  his  lamented  master.  He  declared  she 
was  little  altered,  except  being  somewhat 
taller;  and  he  should  have  known  her,  had 
he  met  her  in  the  farthest  extremity  of  the 
globe.  Geraldine  enquired  tenderly  after 
Josephine : — ''  She  will  be  quite  over- 
joyed/* said  Bertrand ;  '*  you  cannot  think 
what  an  effect  the  report  of  your  death 
had  upon  her;  she  has  never  recovered 
the  shock  : — it  seemed,  she  told  me,  as  if 
some  evil  star  ruled  over  the  destiny  of  all 
in  whom  she  was  interested  ;  and  she  has 
often  declared  she  should  never  again  enjoy 
a  moment's  happiness,  now  both  her  chil- 
dren were  murdered — for  in  that  light  she 
has  always  considered  her  poor  mistress's 
death.  Yesterday  I  called  on  her  to  pre- 
pare her  for  your  return,  and  I  assure  you, 
it  required  all  my  care  to  prevent  the  bad 
effectsof  too  much  joy  onher  feeble  frame.'* 
^•' If  she  is  prepared  for  my  re-appearance/' 

VOL.  II.  F 
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i^id  Geraidhie^  '^'  I  will  visit  her  to-mor- 
row mornings  for  I  am  very  desirous  of 
again  seeing  my  tender  nurse/' 

On  the  following  day,  Geraldine  wan- 
dered about  the  Baron's  grounds  with  the 
Chevalier  and  his  Lady.  She  pointed  out 
to  Madame  Gourdon  the  towers  of  Goiha  ; 
and  shewed  her  the  different  spots  endeared 
by  tender  recollections. 

''Here/'  said  she^  ''  is  the  place  where,  on 
the  sad  morning  in  which  I  quitted  my 
home,  after  the  death  of  my  dear  father, 
I  met  Madame  Saintonge.  I  alighted 
from  my  poney,  delivered  my  favourite 
bird  to  Bertrand,  and  then  Madame  and 
mysplf  walked  together  in  silence  till  we 
reached  the  alcove  you  see  through  the 
trees.  There  I  found  utterance,  and  im- 
parted the  first  sensation  of  poignant  sor- 
row I  had  ever  known  to  my  sympathizing- 
friend.  Against  that  pilar  leaned  Philip 
Altenberg" — Geraldine  paused^  blushed. 
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and  hesitated  : — her  companions  did  not 
appear  to  observe  her  confusion,  and  she 
continued  :  ''  both  endf  avoured  to  comfort 
me  ;  and,  when  the  Baron  (who  was  gone 
to  Vienna,  on  business)  returned,  they 
spared  me  the  pain  of  repeating  the  story 
of  my  expulsion  from  my  native  place,  by 
communicating  it  themselves.  From  that 
moment  they  have  exerted  themselves  to 
shew  me  every  kindness  in  their  power/' 

Here  Geraldine  was  interrupted  by  the 
arrival  of  the  Baron,  who  proposed  accom- 
panying her  to  the  dwelling  of  the  old 
nurse — it  was  within  a  walk,  and  they 
immediately  proceeded  to  the  humble 
abode  of  Josephine. 

Geraldine  was  shocked  at  the  change 
three  years  had  wrought  in  the  good 
old  attendant  of  her  mother.  When 
Josephine  perceived  the  expected  party 
approaching  her  cottage,  she  tottered  out 
f2 
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to  greet  her  darling  child,  as  she  always 
called  Geraldiue :  with  difficulty  she 
supported  her  enfeebled  limbs  on  a  crutch, 
and  her  dim  eyes  scarcely  enabled  her  to 
distinguish  the  object  she  had  so  ardently 
desired  to  behold.  Gerald ine  threw  her 
arms  around  the  respectable  woman.— 
Josephine  shed  tears  of  joy: — '''Such/* 
she  said,  turning  to  the  Baron  and  his 
companions, ''  was  her  lovely  mother — the 
same  enchanting  manners — the  same  ten- 
der affability  towards  her  attendants— -the 
same  sweet  voice,  the  same  beauty,  the  same 
graces,  adorned  her.  Such,*'  she  continued, 
'^  was  Adelaide  Feuillide,  when  Count 
"W  urtzburg  arrived  in  our  hamlet.  Oh ! 
my  child,  may  you  enjoy  a  happier  fate." 
The  recollection  of  former  scenes  crowded 
so  forcibly  on  her  mind,  that  the  conflict 
was  too  much  for  her  exhausted  frame, 
and  Josephine  sunk  on  the  rustic  seat 
beside  her  door.  "  My  good  nurse,"  said 
Geraldiue,  endeavouring  to  smile  through 
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her  tears,  "  you  should  welcome  your 
child  more  cheerly — this  is  unlike  your 
former  sprightly  manner^  when  you  used 
to  tell  me  all  your  entertaining  Swiss  sto- 
ries." ''  It  is  true,  my  love/*  replied 
Josephine,  ''  but  sorrow  has  long  taken 
hold  of  my  heart ;  and  your  appearance, 
recals  so  forcibly  to  my  imagination  the 
days  that  are  flown,  and  the  beloved  and 
revered  beings  who  are  gone,  that  I  cannot 
command  my  feelings/' 

The  Baron  now  endeavoured  to  turn 
the  conversation  to  less  painful  subjects  ; 
he  therefore  proposed  entering  the  cot- 
tage; and,  after  admiring  the  neatness  of 
the  place,  he  asked  the  nurse,  if  she  had 
not  sometimes  heard  Count  Albert  relate 
the  circumstance  of  rescuing  a  lady  from 
a  convent,  supposing  her  to  be  Made- 
moiselle Fuillide  ?  It  is  one  of  the  peculiar 
properties  of  old  age  to  delight  in  relating 
the  occurrences  of  former  times ;  and,  it 
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is  remarkable,  that  in  few  instances,  the 
remembrance  of  past  evrnts  isefiaced  from 
the  mild ;  although  the  recollection  of 
those  which  have  just  arisen  is  weak,  and 
in  many  instances  cannot  be  retained  for  a 
moment.  Josephine  was  enchanted  to 
meet  with  an  opportunity  of  indulging 
this  propensity ;  and,  after  placing  some 
refreshments  before  her  guests,  (in  which 
she  was  assisted  by  a  young  peasant  girl, 
who  was  her  attendant,)  she  related  with 
the  most  circumstantial  minuteness,  the 
story  we  have  in  the  former  part  of  these 
memoirs  recounted. 

When  she  had  concluded,  the  Baron  pre- 
sented Monsieur  Gourdon  to  the  astonished 
Josephine,  as  the  gentleman  who  had  been 
the  subject  of  her  recital.  "  Merciful 
Heaven!"  ejaculated  the  worthy  dame^ 
**  why  was  it  not  permitted  my  master  to 
see  this  day  ?  how  often  have  I  heard  him 
speak  with  anxiety  of  the  state  in  which 
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lie  had  left  yourself  and  the  lady,  at  a 
small  inn.  He  often  regretted  yon  had 
not  followed  his  advice  by  conveying  your 
bride  to  Germanv  ;  and  lamented  he  had 
never  had  an  opportunity  of  introducing 
the  two  Adelaides  to  each  otlier,  whose 
.similarity  of  name  had  occasioned  his  for- 
tunate mistake. 

''Perhaps/'  said  the  Baron,  ''Monsieur 
le  Chevalier  will  have  no  objection  to  con- 
clude his  story  here — it  will  gratify  the 
whole  party  to  know  how  you  proceeded 
after  the  surprizing  manner  in  which  your 
lady  was  restored  io  you  ;  and  as  we  have 
already  had  a  longwalk^  we  shall  be  glad 
to  rest  ourselves  the  while.'' 

"  I  will  most  readily  comply  with  your 
request/*  said  Monsieur  Gourdon ;  ''  al- 
though, after  the  skilful  manner  in  which 
Josephine  has  related  my  former  adven- 
tures, I  fear  you  will  find  me  ^  dull  nar- 
rator/'    lie  then  begun  in  these  words : — ■ 
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^'  No  sooner  was  Madame  Gourdon  ca- 
pai^e  of  again  commencing  her  journey, 
thgfn  we  departed  from  the  inn  ;  and  as  I 
reflected  we  should  have  but  little  chance 
of  eluding  her  father,  were  we  to  return 
to  Paris.  I  determihed  to  remove  to  some 
town  sufficrently  distant  both  from  that 
place  and  the  ccgivent/^o  prevent  the 
danger  of  discovery.  fW^  continued  our 
journey  till  we  catTie  to  a  pleasant  town ; 
in  the  outskirts  of  which,  I  took  a  small 
house,  by  way  of  a  Jtemporary  residence, 
till  I  knew  hovv  her  Fathej, would  conduct 
himself  on  his  daugter's  escape  from  the 
convt^it.  'I  wa^  obliged  to  return  shortly 
to  my  duty,  an^  the  prospect  of  another 
separation  imbittered  the  few  weeks  of 
happiness  we  might  otherwise  have  en- 
joyea  in  each  mher*s  society.  When  I 
departed,  poor  Adelaide  could  not  sup- 
port her  spirits^  although  I  assured  her 
1  would  return  as  soon  as  it  was  possible 
to  obtain  another  leave  of  absence. 
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"  With  a  heavy  heart  I  quitted  her ; 
and  my  sorrow  was  encreased  by  the  ne- 
cessity of  leaving  her  among  strangers. 

'^  1  travelled  as  usual  on  horseback,  and 
stopped  whenever  I  felt  fatigued^  or  found 
my  steed  required  rest.  For  three  days  I 
proceeded  without  meeting  with  any 
adventure;  on  the  fourth^  towards  even- 
ing, I  observed  a  beautiful  buildings  which 
appeared  to  be  falling  into  decay.  It 
seemed  to  have  been  a  princely  abode, 
and  on  the  eastern  side  I  perceived  the 
chapel,  with  its  lofty  window.  Impelled 
by  curiosity,  I  alighted  from  my  horse, 
and  fastening  him  to  a  tree,  I  walked  on 
till  I  reached  the  building,  and  entering 
the  chapel  through  a  small  door,  was 
astonished  at  the  complete  repair  in  which 
the  inside  appeared  to  be ;  and  at  the 
extreme  beauty  of  the  monuments  which 
adorned  it.  After  admiring  the  altar, 
which  was  richly  carved,  1  approached 
f3 
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a  door  which  seemed  to  communicate  with 
the  rest  of  the?  building,  and  unbolting  it, 
I  entered  several  apartments,  all  much  out 
of  repair.  Finding  it  grew  dark  apace,  I 
quitted  the  interior  and  walked  into  a  long 
colonade,  which  seemed  to  have  been 
intended  to  connect  the  servants  offices 
with  the  body  of  the  building.  As  I  was 
reflecting  on  the  different  scenes  this  im- 
mense dwelling  must  have  presented,  when 
in  its  glory;  and  compared  the  death-like 
silence  that  now  prevailed,  with  the  noise 
and  bustle  of  its  former  inhabitants,  I 
was  startled  by  low  voices  which  seemed 
to  approach  me.  A  sudden  dread,  I  knew 
not  why^  impelled  me  to  conceal  myself 
behind  one  of  the  pillars ; — it  was  so  dark 
I  could  hardly  distinguish  the  persons  who 
approached.  They  were  in  earnest  con- 
versation, and  when  near  enough  for 
me  to  distinguish  what  they  said,  they 
concealed  themselves  behind  a  projection 
in  the  wall,  from  whence  I  overheard  the 
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following  cott^v€.rsation : — '  The  Marquis 
will  shortly  be  here^  it  is  near  the  hour  ia 
>^bichhe:  usually  \isits  the  tomb.  Last 
night,  after  much  difficulty,  I  prevailed 
cmhim  to  sign  the  will  in  my  favor.  To 
night,  if  you  are  firm,  he  dies.'  'Fear 
roe  not/  replied  the  other;  'but  remember 
my  reward.* — 'I  do  perfectly/  said  the 
first  speaker,  'three  thousand  livres  on  the 
day  I  take  possession,  are  to  be  paid  into 
your  hands.'  'It  is  well,'  said  the  other  ; 
Vbwt  now,  tell  :,me  how  you  contrived  to 
obtain  the  will  ?'  . 

■  -•  -  ■  i -^  * 
"  Only  b^f  w^ll  timed  flattery,  and  a 
continual  watchfulness  to  render  myself 
useful  ^iid  nf cessiary  to  him.  'Was  it  not 
a  master  stroke  of  policy,  Ricardo,  after 
our  banishment  from  Venice,  to  com- 
mence a  new  career  at  Paris  }  and  do 
you  not  begin  to  feel  the  superiority  of 
my  generalship  in  cajoling  the  young 
Marquis,  ^nd  insinuating  myself  into  his 
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compan}',  till  he  was  restless  without  my 
society/  '  I  give  you  all  due  credit/ 
replied  Ricardo ;  ^  but  where  would  your 
skilful  management  have  led  you,  without 
my  assistance  ?  had  I  not,  in  my  character 
of  your  servant,  found  out  the  whole 
story  of  his  amour  with  Matilda,  do 
you  suppose  the  old  Marquis  would  have 
received  you  into  his  friendship  ?'  'You 
have  undoubtedly  been  useful/  said  his 
companion  ;  'but  is  it  not  wonderful  the 
old  dotard  should  be  so  completely  blind- 
ed, as  to  suppose  he  urged  his  son  to 
destroy  himself,  by  opposing  gently 
and  moderately  as  he  did  the  intended 
marriage  with  Matilda  ?  Poor  fool !  I 
alone  was  capable  of  driving  him  to  the 
rash  act  :  —  I  alone  could  pour  into 
his  mind  sentiments  which  gradually  un- 
dermined the  principles  which  had  been 
instilled  by  his  father  and  tutors;  and 
when  that  was  effected,  you  know,  Ricar- 
do, by  what  subtle  means  I  contrived  to 
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meet  him,   immediately   after    a  conver- 
sation with  his  father,  who  (at  my    insti- 
gation )  endeavoured  to  persuade  his  son 
the  match  was  unworthj  of  his  rank  and 
prospects.      'Twas   then   I    irritated    his 
contending    feelings,    by  informing  him 
that  Matilda  was  false,  and  that  the  cause 
of    her   silence  was   a  marriage  with  a 
former  lover — my  purpose  was  effected; 
he  plunged  into  the  canal   at   the  bottom 
of  the  garden; — but  hark  !  did  1  not  hear 
the  chapel  door  ?'     '  'Twas  but  the  wind/ 
said  Ricardo.— ^  It  is  very  near  the  time,* 
said  the   other   villain;     *  we  must    fall 
upon  him  at  the  tomb  ;  and  his  body  may 
easily  be  concealed  among  these  ruins/ 
'  I  wish,'  said  Ricardo,  '  we  could  have 
done  the  deed  in  any  other   place — there 
is  something  in  violating   the   holy  secu- 
rity of  that  sacred  place  that  appals  me.' 
'  As  you  will,'  replied  the  other  ;  '  if  you 
fancy/  said  he,  sneeringly,  '  the  dead  will 
rise  from  the  tombs  to  save  the  Marquig^ 
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I  can  perform  the  business  without  your 
assistance,  and  shall  save  the  three  thou- 
sand iivrt^s.* 

'Oh  V  cried  Ricardo,  '1  will  stand  by  my 
bargain  ;  I  merely  meant  to  say  that — — 
but  hist  !  that  was  the  door— now 's 
the  moment.*'  So  saying,  they  rushed 
from  the  colonade.  I  instantly  hurried 
to  the  door,  which  providentially  I  had 
unbarred,  and  which  thus  enabled  me  to 
gain  the  chapel  from  the  ruins — I  dart- 
ed through  the  door,  and  beheld,  by  the 
light  of  a  small  taper  which  was  burning 
on  the  tomb,  a  venerable  figure.  He  was 
on  his  knees,  and  appeared  deeply  en- 
gaged in  prayer.  I  moved  as  lightly  as 
possible,  lest  I  should  be  discovered 
soonc  r  than  I  desired ;  and  waiting  a  few 
seconds  before  the  murderers  entered, 
as  soon  as  they  advanced,  I  drew  my 
sword,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  super- 
stitious dread,    which^  by  his  own  con- 
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fession,  weakened  the  courage  of  Ricardo, 
I  threw  myself  hetween  the  old  man  and 
the  ruffians,  pronouncing,  in  a  loud  tone, 
—The  dead  shall  rise  to  save  him.  Con- 
science-struck, Ricardo  instantly  hurried 
out  of  the  chapel,  leaving  his  companion, 
who  vainly  endeavoured  to  strike  his 
victim.  The  Marquis  had  arisen  ;  and 
enquired  the  meaning  of  what  he  saw 
and  heard  :  defend  yourself  against  that 
serpent,  I  exclaimed  ;  and  at  the  same 
moment  was  so  fortunate  as  to  disarm  the 
wretch  ;  who^  in  the  most  abject  manner, 
begged  for  mercy.  I  had  thrown  him 
down,  and  we  bound  his  hands  with  our 
handkerchiefs.  I  requested  of  the  gentle- 
man to  know  where  we  had  better  con- 
duct our  prisoner ;  and  whether  he  felt 
sufficiently  daring  to  quit  the  chapel 
alone,  to  call  for  more  help,  since  the 
other  man  had  escaped.  He  said  he  was 
not  at  all  apprehensive  now  he  was  put 
upon  his  guard ;    but   expressed  much 
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anxiety  to  know  who  were  the  persons 
that  had  thus  basely  attempted  his  life. 
He  took  the  light  from  the  altar,  and  ap- 
proached his  prostrate  foe,  who  was 
trembling  from  head  to  foot,  and  over 
whom  I  stood  with  my  sword  pointed  at 
his  breast.  '  Merciful  power  !*  ejaculated 
the  Marquis,  *  Spilazzo  !  is  it  possible  ? 
Surely  never  was  guilt  to  equal  yours. 
You  know  not.  Sir,  the  benefits  with 
which  I  have  loaded  this  ungrateful 
monster.'  'I  know  much  more  than  he 
supposes,'  I  replied;  '  and  think  that  we 
might  conduct  the  wretch  to  some  place 
of  security,  provided  you  are  armed  as 
well  as  myself.  The  Marquis  agreed  to 
this  proposal  ;  and  taking  up  the  sword 
of  Spilazzo,  he  approached,  and  we  raised 
him  from  the  ground ;  assuring  him  the 
smallest  attempt  at  escape  would  cost  him 
his  life.  As  we  advanced  to  the  door  I 
found  Ricardo,  in  his  terror,  had  dropt 
his  sword,  and  securing  it,  we  walked 
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along,  each  holding  the  villain  by  an 
arm^  till  we  reached  a  cottage  ;  here  the 
Marquis  called  aloud  for  assistance ; — and 
a  man  with  his  two  sons  quickly  appear- 
ing, he  desired  them  to  take  charge  of  the 
villain,  and  conduct  him  to  the  chateau. 
We  followed  close^,  and  as  we  proceeded 
in  silence,  heavy  sighs  burst  from  the 
Marquis.  I  would  not  intrude  on  his 
melancholy ;  and  we  followed  the  little 
band  till  we  arrived  at  the  Marquis's 
habitation,  where  he  ordered  Spilazzo  into 
close  custody. 

''  Then  desiring  me  to  accompany  him 
into  his  library,  he  requested  to  know  the 
name  of  a  person  to  whom  he  was  indebt- 
ed for  his  preservation.  I  told  him  I 
would  willingly  comply  with  his  wishes ; 
but  first  requested  my  horse  might  be 
sent  for;  and  describing  the  place  where  I 
had  tied  him  up,  a  servant  was  ordered  to 
place  him  in  the  stables.     I    then   briefly 
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informed  him,  that,  being  in  the  army,  I 
was  hastening  to  join  mj  regiment,  when 
the  beauty  of  the  ruin  attracting  my 
notice ;  I  had  entered  it,  and  then  related 
the  scene  which  I  have  just  described. 

When  I  repeated  what  Spilozzi  had  said 
of  his  son,  the  Marquis  shed  Hiany  tears^';5r 
he,  however,  es^pressed  much  comfort  in 
no  longer  feeling  himself  the  cause  of  his 
son's  death.  He  told  me  his  priest  had  en* 
joined  him  as  a  penance,  for  his  too  great- 
severity  to  the  young  man,  a  daily  visit  to^ 
the  tomb  :  '  and  for  fourteen  months/ 
said  he,  '  I  have  regularly  spent  two 
hours  every  evening  in  the  hallowed  spot. 
Yet  you  know  not  how  tenderly,  how 
kindly  I  always  treated  my  boy  ;  and 
when  I  found  he  had  placed  his  affections 
on  the  daughter  of  my  steward,  an  ami- 
able and  worthy  girl,  though  certainly  in 
point  of  fortime  and  birth,  much  his 
inferior,  I  argued  the  matter  candily  and 
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'dlspationately  with  liim;  and  finding  his 
happiness  depended  on  the  union^  I  de- 
terniincd  to  consent  to  his  wishes.  This 
resolution  I  communicated  to  the  wretch 
Spilozzi,  M'ho  had  indeed  first  intiniated 
to  rne  the  state  of  my  son's  affections  ;  he 
assured  me  had  said  so  much  to  the 
jouth  on  the  subject^  that  he  began  to 
waver^,  and  advised  me  to  withhold  my 
consent  till'  I  had  once  more  remonstrated 
with  him  :  earnestly  wishing  my  son 
might  not  persevere^  I  was  weak  enough 
to  follow  this  advice  ;  and  in  less  than  an 
hour  heard  the  dreadful  termination  of  all 
my  hopes  and  plans. 

^  Your  account  of  this  conversation 
with  Ricardo,  convinces  me  Spilozzi  had 
long  since  formed  a  deep  laid  plan  of 
securing  my  property  to  himself.  I  have 
no  near  relations;  and  it  is  impossible  to 
tell  you  how  artfull}^  he  wound  himself 
about  me  till  I  felt,  as  the  friend  of  my 
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boy^  I  could  not  do  better  than  make 
bim  my  beir.  Still,  bovvever,  I  could 
not  quite  determine  to  bestow  my  fortune 
on  a  foreigner,  wbo  was  not  at  all  connect- 
ed witb  me;  and  it  was  not  till  last  night, 
wben  be  turned  the  conversation  on  the 
recent  misconduct  of  a  lively  young  man, 
who  is  my  heir  at  law^  that  be  prevailed 
with  me,  in  a  short  will,  to  devise  my 
whole  estate  to  himself.  Let  this  exam- 
ple, my  young  preserver,  warn  you  never 
to  bestow  your  confidence  on  any  one  till 
you  know  bis  real  character,  and  his 
former  pursuits.  By  a  specious  manner, 
and  very  elegant  demeanour,  be  first  se- 
duced my  son  ;  and  then,  strange  as  it 
may  appear,  I  fell  into  his  snare  ;  and 
pleased  at  bis  ready  compliance  vvith  my 
wishes,  and  great  alacrity  in  obtaining 
their  fulfilment,  allowed  him  to  gain 
possession  of  my  mind.  His  associate  ia 
wickedness,  Ricardo,  appeared  as  his  con- 
fidential servant,  and  I  often  applauded 
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the  kindness  of  his  manner  to  a  man 
whom  he  described  as  having  attended 
him  from  his  earliest  youth.' 

"  The  Marquis's  servant  at  this  period 
entered,  bringing  information  that  my 
horse  could  no  where  be  found.  Doubt- 
less Ricardo  had  taken  advantage  of  him 
to  facilitate  his  escape. 

^'I  was  particularly  sorry,  as  it  prevent- 
ed our  having  much  chance  of  appre- 
hending the  villain — with  ray  horse  he  had 
also  taken  my  cloak-bag,  which  put  me 
to  some  inconvenience :  however,  the 
Marquis  assured  me  he  would  take  care 
to  provide  a  horse,  and  such  things  as  I 
wanted. 

''  After  supper  the  Marquis  reminded 
me  I  had  not  yti  mentioned  my  name. 
He  assured  me  he  was  not  induced  io 
make  the  enquiry  out  of  mere  curiosity ; 
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but  that  a  desire  of  being  enabled  to  ren- 
der me  some  service,  for  the  signal  manner 
in  which  I  had  saved  his  life,  at  the  hazard 
of  my  own,  made  him  wish  to  know  his 
protector.  I  thanked  him  heartily  for  the 
kindness  of  his  intention^  but  assured  him, 
he  estimated  the  value  of  the  effort  I  had 
made  much  too  highly  ;  as  I  was  certain 
no  one  situated  as  I  had  been  could  have 
acted  otherwise;  but  that  as  I  hoped  our 
acquaintance  would  not  terminate  where  it 
had  commenced,  I  would  with  pleasure 
answer  his  question,  and  I  even  ventured 
to  relate  the  history  of  my  union  with  Ade- 
laide. On  my  mentioning  the  name  and 
rank  of  her  father : — '  There  is  then/  he 
said,  suddenly  rising  from  his  seat,  '  a 
probability  of  my  being  useful  to  you.' 
He  then  desired  his  equipage  might  be 
ready  to  convey  him  to  Paris  the  next  day, 
'  The  Count  is  my  particular  friend',  he 
exclaimed;  '  and  I  think  1  may  be  enabled 
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to  bring  about   a  reconciliation  between 
jou.' 


''  I  felt  overjoyed  at  this  discovery;  and 
the  next  morning  we  began  our  journey 
together.  At  Paris,  he  insisted  on  my 
remaining  in  his  hotel,  and  i  attended  the 
duties  of  my  profession  ;  whilst  at  the  same 
•time  I  enjoyed  his  society.  He  was  an 
agreeable,  and  must  have  been  a  very  lively 
companion  ;  but  the  loss  of  his  son,  aid 
the  strange  events  which  had  recently  oc- 
curred, haddampthis  spirits  and  clouded 
his  mind. 

'^  I  will  make  my  story  as  short  as  pos- 
sible ; — through  his  intercession  Adelaide 
and  myself  were  received  into  fovor  by 
her  father^  and  the  Marquis  afterwards 
procured  me  an  honorable  post  under 
government.  Two  years  ago  I  was  sent 
on- a  special  mission  to  the  Court  of  Eli- 
zabeth ;     and    fortunately    remained    in 
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England  long  enough  to  have  restored 
our  lovely  Geraldine  to  her  country  and 
friends.  My  duty  in  England  was  ter- 
minated:,  but  liking  the  society,  and  also 
imagining  that  our  girl  was  improving 
under  English  tuition,  I  had  requested, 
and  obtained  permission,  to  remain  as  a 
private  individual  one  year  more. 

^'  You  know  the  inducement  I  had  to 
convey  Count  Wurtzburg's  daughter  to 
Germany ;  and  I  shall,  as  soon  as  my 
presence  is  no  more  necessary,  return  with 
my  family  to  my  native  country. 

'^  It  is  somewhat  singular,  that  on  the 
morning  when  Mrs.  Jones  was  directed  to 
return  to  the  jeweller's,  I  happened  to 
call  in  to  order  a  piece  of  plate,  for  which 
Madame  Gourdon  had  a  fancy  ;  and  the 
pictures  lying  on  the  counter,  I  took  them 
up,  and  was  struck  with  the  idea  I  had 
seen  the  original  of  the  Count*s  portrait 
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somewhere.  This  led  me  so  ask  a  few 
questions  ;  which  not  being  satisfactorilj 
answered^  I  waited  to  see  the  woman  who 
had  offered  them  for  sale,  hoping  she 
would  tell  me  who  they  were  intended  to 
represent.  Mrs.  Jones,  by  her  manner  of 
speaking  of  the  young  foreigner,  excited 
my  curiosity  still  more,  and  at  the  request 
of  the  jeweller  I  waited  her  arrival.  I 
cannot  describe  the  effect  her  beauty  and 
innocence  had  upon  my  mind.  I  felt 
myself,  as  it  were,  irresistibly  impelled  to 
see  the  issue  of  the  event ; — fortunately, 
1  knew  the  magistrate,  before  whom  she 
was  taken,  particularly  well— with  the  se- 
quel you  are  acquainted." 

His  little  audience  thanked  him  for 
his  recital ;  and,  taking  a  kind  leave  of 
Josephine,  they  returned  home. 


VOL.   n. 
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CHAP.    XVIII. 


Jl  I  ME  flew  rapidly  away,  and  Ge- 
raldine  pleased  herself  in  anticipating  the 
moment,  when,  by  a  compromise  with 
Johanna,  she  might  become  independent. 

Philip  at  this  period  returned  from  a 
successful  campaign.  His  surprize  and 
joy  were  inexpressibly  great  when  he  heard 
from  his  father  of  the  return  of  Geraldine. 
The  meetiiig  at  once  betrayed  the  senti- 
ments of  young  Altenberg.  Geraldine, 
with  her  usual  openness  of  manner  evinced 
the  delight  she  experienced,  in  again  en- 
joying the  society  of  her  first  play-fellow. 
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They  walked  together  as  they  had  formerly 
done;  buttheir  feelings  were  now  changed; 
and  Geraldine,  fo»the  first  thne  in  her  life, 
began  to  reflect  on  the  propriety  of  these 
tcte-a-tete  excursions.   This  gave  a  degree 
of  reserve   and   shyness   to  her   conduct, 
which,  whilst  it  betrayed  to  the  rest  of  the 
party  the  state   of  her  heart,  distressed 
Philip,  who  feared  he  had  mistaken  her 
warm  reception  of  him  as  a  valued  friend 
for  a  more  tender  sentiment.     It  is  ho'v- 
ever,   impossible  to  remain  long  in    the 
society  of  an  ingenuous  girl,  without  dis- 
covering the  real  state  of  her  heart ;   and 
the  young  soldier  was  only  prevented  de- 
claring his  wishes  to  the  object  of  his 
affection,  by  the   idea  of  the  enormous 
property  to  which  she  was  heiress.     There 
was,  perhaps,  something  so  romantic  in  the 
idea ;  but  he   almost  wished  she  might 
relinquish   her  claim  to  Gotha,   that  he 
might  prove  the  disinterestedness  of  his 
passion. 

g3 
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Not  a  day  passed  without  bis  disco- 
vering new  charms  in  the  object  of  his 
admiration ;  and  that  affection,  which  had 
commenced  almost  in  the  infancy  of  Ge- 
raldine,  was,  on  her  part,  acquiring  greater 
strength,  as  she  had  an  opportunity  of 
constantly  observing  the  amiable  qualities 
of  her  lover. 

Frequently,   when  taking  a  delightful 
saunter  on  the  terrace,  as  was  their  usual 
evening  custom,    it  was   with   difficulty 
Philip  could  refrain  from   declaring  his 
sentiments.    On  these  occasions  he  would 
suddenly  withdraw  from  her  society,  and, 
hurrying  into  the  wilderness  adjoining  the 
house,  would  ramble  about  till  a  late  hour 
in   solitude.      Geraldine   observed,   with 
surprise,  the  abrupt  manner  in  which  he 
often  quitted  her  in  the  midst  of  an  inter- 
esting conversation;  and  sometimes   she 
couid  not  avoid  a  sensation  of  disappoint- 
ment, when,  in  the  moment  of  e^tpecting 
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some  explanation  of  liis  future  prospects^ 
she  found  herself  left  in  more  uncertainty 
than  before.  For  six  weeks  Philip  con- 
stantly acted  with  the  same  caution^  till 
both  the  lovers  became  dejected  and  spi- 
ritless ;  and>at  is  uncertain  how  Ions:  he 
might  have  continued  this  persecution  of 
himself,  and  liis  beloved  Gevaldine,  had 
she  not  accidentally  referred  to  her  deter- 
mination of  giving  Johanna  quiet  posession 
of  her  long-usurped  property,  on  con- 
dition Madame  de  Gustrow  should  pay  a 
certain  sum  into  the  hands  of  her  guar- 
dians. 

No  intelligence  was  ever  more  welcome 
to  Philip,  and,  put  off  his  guard  by  this 
unexpected  communication,  he  instantly 
exclaimed,  ''  then  I  may  venture  to  hope 
you  will  not  consider  rsy  moderate  fortune 
beneath  your  notice;''  and,  in  language 
the  most  tender,  he  explained  the  ra  )tives 
which  had  hitherto  kept  him  silent.     ^'  If 
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you  had  possessed  your  estate/'  said  Iie^ 
'^  your  sentiments  might  have  been  altered 
by  the  splendour  of  your  situation  ;  and 
an  humble,  retired  man,  like  myself,  could 
hardly  hope  to  be  united  to  the  heiress  of 
Gothi.  Circumstanced  as  you  now  are, 
perhaps  ***.'*— Geraldine  here  interrupted 
him^  by  observing,  she  was  sorry  he  thought 
so  meanly  of  her  as  to  suppose  any  increase 
of  fortune  could  make  her  change  her  sen- 
timents, and  added,  ''  you  can  know  very 
Httle  of  my  disposition  and  feelings  to 
admit  for  a  single  moment  the  idea,  that  I 
attach  any  value  to  splendour,  riches^  or 
grandeur." 

This  she  uttered  in  so  serious  a  tone, 
that  Philip  became  apprehensive  he  had 
offended  her,  and  the  rest  of  their  walk 
passed  with  but  little  conversation  on 
either  side. 

Philip  had  however  made  an  opening ; 
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and  having  once  ventured  to  speak  expli- 
citly on  the  subject,  he  had  very  little 
difficulty  in  renewing'  the  Conversation, 
when  he  again  found  himself  alone  with 
Geraldine.  We  shall  not  mark  the  gra- 
dual progress,  by  which  he  at  lengthy 
obtained  her  confession  of  reciprocal  par- 
tiality, nor  describe  the  still  greater  diffi- 
culty of  procuring  her  permission  to  com- 
municate his  happiness  to  his  father  :•— 
nor  is  it  necessary  to  remark  on  the  extasy 
he  experiencedj  when  he  heard  from  her 
beautiful  lips,  the  jflattering  assurance, 
that  even  in  a  far  distant  country,  her 
chief  solace  w^as  reflecting  oa  those  scenes 
in  which  he  had  been  the  principal  actor  ; 
and  her  greatest  anguish^  the  idea  of  never 
more  enjoying  the  comfort  of  seeing  him, 
or  being  assured  of  his  happiness.  It 
was  then  he  informed  her  that  despair  for 
her  loss  had  induced  him  to  cairy  arms, 
in  the  vain  hope,  that  the  busy  and  ever 
changing  life  of  a  soldier  might  draw  off 
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Ills  attention  from  a  subject  which  preyed 
on  his  niind^  and  rendered  even  his  own 
home  unpleasant  to  him. 

In  conversation  of  this  sort  the  lovers 
heeded  not  the  lapse  of  time,  till  the  Baron, 
surprised  at  the  length  of  their  walk,  ad- 
vanced to  meet  them. 

Philip  earnestly  desired  to  impart  to  his 
parent  the  joyful  events  of  the  evening; 
and  on  Geraldine's  entering  the  house,  he 
took  his  father's  arm  and  unfolded  to  him 
the  proposal  he  had  made,  and  the  ac- 
quiescence he  had  at  length  obtained  from 
his  long-loved  Geraldine. 

The  Baron,  as  a  father,  rejoiced  in  the 
promising  prospects  of  his  son;  but  he 
also  felt  it  was  possible  he  might  be  blamed 
for  uniting  his  ward  at  her  early  age,  to 
a  person,  whom  perhaps,  she  merely  ap- 
proved, as  being  the  only  man  with  whom 
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she  had  been  long  and  intimately  ac- 
quaintedj  and  he  requested  his  son  would 
promise  to  defer  their  union  till  the  ex- 
piration of  one  year  :.  during  that  time  he 
would  introduce  her  into  society^  and  if 
she  still  continued  to  feel  her  juvenile 
partiality,  he  then  promised  his  con- 
sent. 

Philip  submitted  respectfully  to  his 
father's  will ;  and  Geraldine^,  when  the 
Baron  spoke  with  her  on  the  subject, 
agreed  to  the  measure,  although  she  con- 
sidered it  a  useless  precaution. 

Johanna  continued  to  reside  entirely  at 
Gotha;  she  was  a  melancholy  instance  of 
the  inefficiency  of  greatness  to  bestow 
happiness.  On  the  arrival  of  Geraldine 
at  the  Baron's  house,  she  had  made  some 
overtures  of  intimacy  with  the  daughter 
of  her  worthy  uncle ;  but  these  the  Baron 
thought  it  most  prudent  to  reject  :  and 
g3 
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there  had^  in  consequence,  been  no  coni- 
hiunication  between  the  two  families 
since. 

Geraldine  regretted  this,  as  it  prevented 
her  seeing  the  place  in  which  her  days  of 
childhood  had  been  so  happily  spent  ; 
and  as  the  time  for  her  return  to  Vienna 
approached^  she  lamented  it  on  another 
account,  as  she  wished  to  visit  the  tomb  of 
her  father,  and  also  to  acertain  if  a  monu- 
ment had  been  erected  in  the  chapel  to 
his  memory,  and  that  ot  her  mother. 

Monsieur  Starenberg,  the  agent,  fre- 
quently paid  his  respects  to  the  Baron's 
family ;  and  he  now  felt  peculiar  satis- 
faction in  witnessing  the  happiness  of 
Geraldine,  whose  proposed  marriage  had 
been  communicated  to  him;  and  also 
the  intended  renunciation.  Both  mea- 
sures he  approved ;  though  he  expressed 
his  repugnance  that  Johanna  should,  by 
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her  perseverance,  succeed  in  rendering 
herself  complete  mistress  of  the  domain  of 
his  respected  beiiefactors.,  ''  You  appear 
surprized  at  my  using  so  strong  a  term  ; 
but  jou  know  not  how  thoroughly  they 
deserve  that  title ;  it  is  to  your  grand- 
mother^ my  dear  young  lady,  (the  wife  of 
Count  Rhodolphus  that  I  am  indebted 
for  all  I  at  this  moment  possess.)  1  al- 
ways feel  happy  in  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  my  obligation,  and  of  spread- 
ing abroad  the  knowledge  of  those  virtues 
which  once  adorned  the  inhabitants  of 
Gotha.-^Alas  !   now  how  changed. 

''My  father  was  a  man  of  independant, 
though  small,  fortune  ;  which,  however 
his  love  of  company,  and  an  insatiable 
desire  of  associating  with  his  superiors, 
soon  dissipated;  and  his  pride,  unhappily, 
preventnig  his  endeavouring,  by  industry, 
to  retrieve  his  ruined  circumstances,  of 
course  he  had  no  prospect  of  being  en- 
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abled  long  to  continue  his  favorite  pur- 
suits. So  situated^  it  seamed  madness  to 
marry;  but  he  had  been  accustomed  to 
gratify  all  his  wishes^  and  having  formed 
an  intimacy  with  an  amiable  young  wo- 
man,, (who  unfortunately  was  on  a  visit 
to  a  neighbour  of  my  father's)  he,  with 
unpardonable  inconsideration,  offered  her 
marriage.  The  frrends  of  my  mother 
vainly  endeavoured  to  detrr  her  from  so 
unpromising  an  union  ;  but  she  was  deaf 
to  their  prudent  councils,  and,  in  an  evil 
hour,  united  herself  to  a  man  who  was  too 
careless  to  consider  how  he  was  in  future 
to  provide  for  a  young  creature  he  had 
snatched  from  the  protection  oi*  her 
family. 

"  For  a  few  months  they  lived  in  much 
happiness.  My  mother  was  of  an  age  to 
see  only  the  bright  side  of  her  fate ;  and 
she  looked  not  beyond  present  comfort. 
My  father  chose  to  appear  handsomely  on 
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his  marriage,  and  in  a  short  time  he  found 
it  impossible  to  satisfy  his  creditors,  and 
he  resolved,  by  flight,  to  avoid  their  im- 
portunity. 

"  Rising  early  one  morning,  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  my  mother,  imparting  the  neces- 
sity of  his  immediate  flight ;  and  enclo- 
sing a  small  sum  of  money,  which  he 
informed  her  was  all  the  provision  he  had 
to  leave  for  herself  and  expected  infant : 
and  advising  her  to  throw  herself  on  the 
benevolence  of  her  friends,  took  a  kind 
leave  of  her;  but  without  holding  out 
any  prospect  of  returning  to  her  Judge 
of  the  distressing  situation  in  which  this 
poor  deserted  wife  found  herself:  she  well 
knew  how  fruitless  would  be  any  attempt 
at  obtaining  the  protection  of  her  offended 
family  :  indeed  so  much  were  they  dis- 
pleased at  the  choice  she  had  made,  they 
had  never  seen  her  since  her  ill-fated 
marriage*     To  remain  in  the  city  where 
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her  husband  had  disgraced  himself  and 
her,  was  impossible  ;  and  she,  at  length, 
determined  to  seek  au  asylum  in  the  cot- 
tage of  an  old  woman,  who  had  been  a 
faithful  servant  to  her  mother. 

"  Great  was  the   surprize   of  the  old 

woman,  on  receiving  a  visit  from  Mudame 

Starenberg  ;  and  still  greater  her  astonish- 

meiit,  on  finding  she  was  come  to  shelter 

herself    in    the    humble   dwelling   of   a 

peasant.       There    my   wretched    mother 

ffave  me  birth.  For  some  time  she  com- 
es 

fortid  hers(^lf  by  reflecting  her  husband 
would,  as  soon  as  possible,  return  to  her. 
She  had  one  friend  with  whom  she  still 
continued  to  correspond,  and  from  whom 
she  hoped  to  hear  of  my  father's  arrival 
at  his  former  dwelling,  which,  in  the 
mean  time,  was  seized  on  by  his  creditors. 
These  glad  tidings,  however,  never  ar- 
rived ;  and  there  were  not  wanting  some 
who  represented  anew  attachment^  rather 
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than  the  weight  of  his  debts,  as  the  cause 
of  his  absence.  To  this  hour  I  have 
never  heard  auy  tidings  of  uiy  father;  and 
as  I  am  now  myself  an  old  maUj  of  course 
my  parent  has  long  since  paid  the  debt  of 
nature. 

''  As  hope  fled,  my  amiable  mother  bc^ 
came  every  day  more  dejected;  she  had 
not  only  herself  to  provide  for,  but  her 
boy  looked  to  her  for  education,  and  a 
future  means  of  support.  I  was  four 
years  old,  and,  with  fruitless  anxiety,  she 
reflected  on  my  forlorn  state.  It  was 
then  a  guardian  angel  appeared,  and  with 
a  degree  of  kindness,  hardly  to  be  equal- 
led, snatched  myself  and  mother  from 
poverty  and  despair.  The  cottage  we 
inhabited  was  on  the  left  of  the  road  lead- 
ing from  the  town  of  Gotha  to  this  place^ 
and  was  the  property  of  Count  Wurtz- 
burg.  That  m)b]eman  was  lately  married ; 
and  oa  the  arrival  of  the  Countess  at  the 
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castle,  she  instantly  commenced  an  en^ 
quiry  into  the  state  of  all  the  Count's 
dependants ;  and  fearful  of  hearing  par- 
tial accounts  from  those  of  whom  she 
obtained  her  information,  she  chose  to 
visit  those  cottagers  who  were  within  her 
reach. 

^'  It  was  a  fine  morning  in  autumn,  when 
the  beautiful  Countess  stopt  at  the  door  of 
our  cottage  ;  my  mother  had  been  at  work 
in  our  little  garden,  and  the  old  peasant 
and  myself  remained  in  the  hut.  The 
Coir/i^ess  entered,  and,  with  that  peculiar 
affability  which  always  marked  her  cha- 
racter, began  to  enquire  into  the  wants  of 
the  good  old  woman.  Then  observing 
me,  she  asked  if  I  was  her  grandchild ; 
and  catting  my  head,  presented  me  with 
a  small  piece  of  money. 

"  This  question  was  answered  by  a  full 
detail  of  my  birth  and  circumstances,  and 
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a  iiigh,  but  just  eulogium  of  the  merits 
of  my  mother  :  the  Countess  seemed 
much  interested  bj  the  matron's  account, 
and  slipping  a  purse  into  the  old  woman's 
handj  she  departed^  saying  she  would 
take  another  opportunity  of  calling  on 
her.  We  afterwards  found  she  had  made 
a  minute  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  my 
parent;  and  in  a  few  days  the  Countess's 
carriage  again  stopt  at  our  dwelling  :  the 
servant  delivered  a  letter  to  my  mother, 
informing  her  the  Countess  had  sent  the 
carriage,  hoping  Madame  Starenberg  and 
her  child  would  spend  the  day  at  the 
castle. 

"  We  were  quickly  prepared ;  and  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  Ihe  2:enerous  Countess 
proposed  my  mother  should  undertake 
the  management  of  her  immerous  family, 
and  offered  to  take  rharge  of  my  edu-^ 
cation.  Here  our  troubles  terminated. 
My  mother  had  an  excellent  apartment 
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allotted  io  her  ;  and  she  received  the  most 
delicate  attentions  from  the  Countess  : 
the  lofty  Count  also  treated  her  with  much 
consideration. 

*' As  1  grew  up,  1  hecame  secretary  to 
Count  Wurtzburg' ;  and  bj  various  elForts 
of  their  kindness,  at  length  arrived  at  the 
honor  of  managing  their  affairs.  Gradu- 
ally I  acquired,  through  their  bounty,  a 
sufficient  independence  to  enable  me  to 
become  master  of  a  small  but  comfortable 
house  in  the  town  of  Gotha.  After  the 
death  of  the  Countess  my  venerable  pa- 
rent resided  with  me ;  and  it  is  only 
within  a  few  years  that  I  have  lost  her. 
My  life  has  been  prosperous,  and  I  have 
the  comfort  of  feeling  that  all  I  possess 
has  been  honestly  obtained  by  my  own 
industry,  aided  by  the  fostering  hand  of 
your  exemplary  ancestor. 

'*  Having  passed  my  infancy  at  the  cas- 
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tie,  I  know  all  its  avenues ;  and  as  I  have 
heard  vou  express  a  desire  to  visit  the 
chapel,  I  think  I  could,  with  a  little  ex- 
ertion, conduct  you  privately  through 
some  passages,  which  have  long  been 
disused,  to  that  part  of  the  building. 

'*  There  is  so  much  in  the  conduct  of 
Johanna  that  I  disapprove^  that  I  have 
long  ceased  to  visit  her,  except  when  sent 
for  on  business.  And  I  am  unwilling  to 
subject  myself  to  a  refusal,  should  I  re- 
quest permission  to  conduct  you  to  the 
tomb  of  your  parents/'  ''  Oh  !  I  would 
not,  on  any  account,*'  said  Geraidine, 
"^  run  the  ri?k  of  your  oli'ending  Ma- 
dame  de  Gustrow ;  ytt  I  own  I  should 
feel  so  much  gratification  in  v. siting  the 
spot  where  ray  father  spent  so  many 
hours  of  his  melancholy  life,  and  where 
he  now  rests  from  his  sorrows  ;  that  if 
the  Baron  approv<^  the  plan,  1  should 
very  much  wish  to  accept  your  offer  of 
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conducting  me."  The  Baron  consented^, 
and  Philip  earnestly  entreated  to  be  of 
the  party. 

Monsieur  Starenberg  assured  him  he 
could  not  possibly  undertake  the  adven- 
ture without  his  assistance  and  support; 
and  a  day  was  fixed  for  his  dining  with 
the  Baron,  and  in  the  evening  attending 
Geraldine  and  her  lover  on  their  expe- 
dition. 

Geraldine  was  all  impatience  for  the 
arrival  of  Starenberg — he  was  faithful  to 
his  engagement ;  and  having  wrapt 
themselves  up  as  warmly  as  possible,  and 
provided  themselves  with  all  that  was 
necessary,  they  set  off  so  as  to  arrive  in 
the  dusk  of  the  evening,  at  the  northern 
side  of  the  castle.  Madame  de  Gustrow 
had  80  completely  involved  her  affairs 
that  she  no  longer  lived  with  a  splendid 
retinue — she  had  as    few   attendants   as 
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possible,  and  that  side  of  the  building  was 
totally  desei'ted.  Indeed^,  in  the  days  of 
their  grandeur,  Johanna,  had  never  used 
many  of  the  northern  chambers— and 
various  reports  of  ghosts  prevailed  w^hich 
had  deterred  the  domestics  from  occupying 
them. 

Philip   and  Monsieur  Starenberg  were 
provided   with   tools,    with    which    they 
opened  a  low  door  in  the  wall,  which  sup- 
ported the  terrace.    '^  This  avenue,*"    said 
the  agent,  ''  was  closed  by  the  direction  of 
Count  Rhodolphus,  as  he  found  it  afforded 
a  concealment  to  some  depredators,  who, 
in  those  days,  pillaged  the   surrounding 
country.    There  are  immense  vaults  under 
the  castle,  which  are  said  to  have  formed 
a  commodious  retirement  for  them,  as  well 
as  a  store-house  for  their  ill-gotten  booty, 
as  the  building  had  been  uninhabited  for 
some  years  previous  to  the  Count  receiving 
it  from  his  royal  master.** 
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The  door  was  by  this  time  opened^  find 
thev  lighted  some  tapers  with  which  they 
had  supplied  themselves,  and  entered  a 
long  and  spacious  passage — this  branched 
off  in  several  directions  ;  but  Starenberg, 
assured  them  they  must  continue  straight 
along,  which  they  did  till  they  reached  a 
large  vault.  ''  Here/*  said  Philip,  ''  was 
I  suppose,  the  council-chamber  of  its 
former  reputed  inhabitant.  On  the  right 
is  an  excellent  dormitory — on  the  left,  a 
spacious  repository.*'  ''  That  is  all  well 
imagined,*'  said  the  agent,  ''  but  you  hap- 
pen to  be  mistaken  : — these  once  formed 
the  store  places  for  arms,  and  provisions, 
when  this  castle  was  fortified,  and  here 
the  inhabitants  concealed  their  treasures 
when  fearfal  of  being  overpowered.  The 
haunts  of  the  petty  plunderers  to  whom 
you  allude,  lie  on  the  left  side  of  the 
passage.'* 

*'  We  hate  plenty  of  time/'  said  Philip, 
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"  now  we  are  here,  may  we  not  as  well 
visit  those  apartments;  I  am  curious  to 
investigate  this  deserted  part  of  the  exten- 
sive building/'  Geraldine,  ever  willing 
to  comply  with  his  wishes,  readily  con- 
sented to  prolong  their  investigation,  and 
they  retraced  their  steps^  till  they  reached 
the  turning: — the  passages  were  here  much 
narrower  to  the  right  and  left ;  and,  after 
looking  into  several  small  chambers,  they 
observed  a  strong  door  firmly  secured. 
"  Where  can  that  door  lead  to,'*  said  Ge- 
raldine ;  ''  by  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
secured  it  must  be  the  way  to  some  im- 
portant part  of  the  castle."  *'  I  am,  I 
think,  like  an  old  chronicle,"  said  Staren- 
berg,  ''  a  sort  of  record  of  former  days ; 

that    door    leads but  surely,    you 

must  be  cold,  said  he,  my  dear  young  lady^ 
and  although  the  air  is  admitted  into  these 
chambers,  and  passages,  hy  small  gratings; 
it  is  a  damp  place  to  remain  in  ; — had  I 
Mot  better  tell  you  the  history  of  this  spot 
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when  you  are  snug  by  tlie  Baron's  fire- 
side/' '^^  By  no  means/*  said  Geraldine, 
'  half  the  jest  of  your  story  will  be  lost^, 
if  we  are  not  in  the  actual  place  of  which 
you  are  speaking,  and  I  am  so  well  defended 
from  the  cold^  I  really  do  not  feel  any 
inconvenience/  '^That  door  then/' said 
Starenberg,  ''  opens  to  a  stair-case,  which 
winds  round  a  narrow  tower,  and  into 
which  only  one  of  the  many  chambers  has 
an  entrance.  This  chamber  has  a  small 
concealed  door  which  slides  back  instead 
of  moving  upon  hinges,  audit  is  presumed 
was  intended  to  afford  a  means  of  privately 
entering  the  vaulted  rooms  below.  Not 
very  long  after  your  grandfather  brought 
bis  bride  hither,  he  happened  to  be  called 
away  upon  some  state  affairs.  The  Count 
anil  his  lady  occupied  that  room,  and  one 
night,  during  his  absence,  just  as  the 
Countess  was  in  her  first  sleep,  she  was 
awakened  by  a  noise  near  her  bed-side; 
and  looking  up,  perceived  the  wainscot 
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move,  and  a  man  entering  the  room.  With 
much  presence  of  mind  she  exclaimed, 
*'  my  dear  Count,  arm  yourself/'  and  at 
the  same  moment  rang  her  bell.  Whether 
the  intruder  really  believed  the  Count 
was  present,  or  whether  the  sound  of  the 
bell  alarmed  him  is  uncertain ;  but  he 
retired  with  the  utmost  precipitationbefore 
any  one  arrived  to  enquire  what  had  caused 
their  mistress  to  ring  at  so  unusual  an  hour. 
Knowing  the  alarm  such  an  incident  would 
cause  in  the  family,  the  Countess  prudently 
concealed  the  cause  of  her  disturbance, 
and  told  the  maid  she  felt  so  unwell  as  to 
require  a  medicine,  for  which  she  sent 
her,  and  then  desired  her  to  remain  in  the 
outer  room  in  case  she  might  again  wish 
for  her  assistance.  The  rest  of  the  night, 
the  Countess  passed  in  reflecting  on  the 
strange  occurrence,  and  she  deemed  it 
prudent  to  remove  to  another  chamber  :— 
she  did  so  on  the  following  night;  saying 
the  wind  disturbed   her  repose  ;  and  se- 

VOL.    II.  H 


146  MEMOIRS    OF    THR 

curing  that  door  and  the  door  of  the  outer 
chamber  herself,  she  took  possession  of 
an  apartment  on  the  western  side  of  the 
castle^,  which  has  ever  since  been  con- 
sidered the  chamber  of  the  Lord  of  the 
domain.  On  the  return  of  the  Count,  he 
ordered  this  door  and  that  into  the  cham- 
ber to  be  secured:  and  the  Countess  never 
afterwards  spoke  on  the  subject.  It  was, 
however^  by  some  means  discovered  in  the 
familj^  that  the  Countess  had  been  sur- 
prised by  a  nocturnal  visitor^  and  some 
imagined  it  to  be  a  youth  who  was  much 
attached  to  her,  and  who,  in  despair,  at 
her  refusing  him,  had  determined  to  carry 
her  off;  while  others  supposed  it  was  the 
spirit  of  the  former  possessor,  who  came 
to  communicate  where  hidden  treasures 
might  be  found.  For  my  own  part,  I 
have  no  doubt  it  was  one  of  the  thieves 
who  inhabited  the  vaults,  and  who,  for 
plunder  entered  that  chamber,  which  he 
believed  to  be  unoccupied/' 
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^'  There  is  really/'  said  Philip^  '^  some- 
thing^ so  romantic  in  our  present  situation, 
that  I  am  tempted  to  try  whether  we 
cannot  force  the  door,  and  pay  our  respects 
to  your  grandmother's  chamber."  ''  There 
is/'  said  Starenberg,  ''  something  so  ro- 
mantic in  an  old  fellow  of  sixty,  lending 
himself  to  such  juvenile  adventures,  that 
I  am  almost  ashamed  to  assist  you  in  your 
wild  fancy — nevertheless,  as  this  place 
must  naturally  interest  the  LadyGeraldine, 
I  will  do  my  best  to  forward  your  wishes." 

"  I  have  here,"  he  continued,  ''  a 
feunch  of  keys,  which  belong  to  all  these 
neglected  vaults,  and  one  of  them,  per- 
haps, may  unlock  that  massive  door,  after 
which  our  tools  may  facilitate  our 
forcing  the  bolts  which  secure  it  from 
within. 

*^' You  will,  however,  gain  but  little,  br 
h2       . 
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all  this  exertion,  as  I  think  the  sliding 
door  was  destroyed,  and  the  wall  built 
entire  after  that  strange  adventure. — 
''  No  matter/'  said  Philip,  ''  if  Geral- 
dine  will  hold  the  lights  we  will,  now 
we  are  here,  satisfy  our  curiosity." 

The  two  gentlemen  then  began  their 
work,  and  at  last  succeeded  in  opening 
the  door:  it  creaked  heavily  upon  its 
hinges,  and,  with  careful  steps,  they 
ascended  the  stair  case. 

Philip  went  first,  Geraldine  followed, 
and  Sla;enb(rg closed  the  rear:  at  length 
they  reached  the  door,  and  found  it  was 
not  built  up  as  Starenberg  supposed,  but 
merely  secured  by  large  nails  As  they 
stood  examining  the  workmanship  of  the 
door,  and  considering  whether  it  was 
worth  their  while  to  force  an  entrance, 
they    were    startled  by  a    heavy    sigh. 
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Geraldine  turned  pale;  Philip  expressed 
some  surprize  ;  and  Starenberg  declaring 
himself  astonished  and  perplexed  at  the 
strange  adventure,  said,  in  a  low  voice — 
"  We  must  look  into  this  mysterious  busi- 
ncss/' 
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CHAP.  XIX. 


Jr^HILIP  wished  nothing  more  than  to 
follow  up  the  adventure;  but  when  he 
observed  the  terror  of  Geraidine,  he  stood 
irresolute,  and  asked  Starenberg  what  he 
thought  of  conducting  her  inimediately 
liome,  and  returning  together  to  inves- 
tigate what  seemed  to  strike  him  as  so 
strange  an  affair,  although  Philip  con- 
fessed, he  himself  could  not  help  sup- 
posing the  chamber  was  at  present 
occupied  by  some  of  the  servants,  and 
that  they  should  have  no  gratification^ 
beyond  enjoying  the  terror  which  the 
'dea  of  ghosts  would  raise  in  the  persons 
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on  whom  they  thus  abruptly  intruded. 
''  Do  not  think  me  foolish/*  said  Geral- 
dine,  ''  but  I  cannot  help  wishirig  to  re- 
turn down  the  staircase,  and  proceed  to 
the  chapel ;  that  was  our  original  inten- 
tion, and  I  fear  we  shall  be  detected  by 
my  cousin,  and  shall  have  the  reputation 
of  intending  her  a  mischief/' 

'^  I  have,"  said  Starenberg,  gravely, 
*'  such  strong  reason  for  ch using  to  clear 
all  my  doubts  respecting  the  sound  I  have 
just  head,  that  I  am  resolved,  (tven  if  I 
proceed  alone,  to  satisfy  my  curiosity  on 
this  occasion/' 

''  Well  then,''  said  Geraldine,  collect- 
ing all  her  fortitude,  '*  we  will  proceed 
together:  and  you  need  not  apprehend 
any  womanish  fears  on  .my  part  will 
retard  your  progress/'  Philip,  however, 
did  not  agree  so  readily  to  her  running 
into  any  danger,  and  he  endeavoured  io 
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persuade  her   to    return   to   one  of  the 
vaulted    chambers,     where     she     mi<>:ht 
remain  in   safety   till    their  return.     To 
this    advice    she    firmly    answered^   that 
with  him  she  should  consider   herself  in 
safety,  and  that  she  was  resolved  to  ac- 
company  him»       At    this    moment    the 
sound  of  some  one  moving  in  the  cham- 
ber,  made  Starenberg    attempt   to   force 
the  pannel — it  was,  ho  wever,  so  strongly 
fastened,  that  it  long  resisted  their  united 
efforts.     Gerald ine  was  astonished  at  the 
exertions  of  Starenberg,  who  would  not 
for  a  single   momemt  desist,  till  he  had 
broken  the  barrier.      His  disappointment, 
however,  was  great  on  finding  something 
still  impeded  their  entrance  ;  at  length, 
they  pushed  the  heavy  furniture  a  short 
distance,  and  Starenberg,  in  a  loud  voice, 
exclaimed,   '^^  Is  any  one  in  the  chamber  ?*' 
''  a   miserable   prisoner  1''   said    a   voice 
within — they  heard  no  more;  but  snatch- 
iug  a  taper  from  the  trembling  Geraldine 
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rushed  into  the  room :  there  on  the  re- 
mains of  a  handsome,  hut  now  much 
decayed,  hed,  sat  a  wretched  figure ;  his 
clothes  thread  bare,  his  beard  long,  his 
matted  hair  ajmost  concealing  his  coun- 
tenance. Starenberg  advanced — ''  Am  I 
mistaken,"  said  he,  hesitatingly,  '^  or  do 
I  behold  Count  John  of  Wurtzburg?'' 
*'  You  do,  indeed,"  said  the  emaciated 
form:  '^  see  the  wretched  father  of 
Johanna  :  but,  oh  !  tell  me  Starenberg,*' 
starting  from  the  bed,  and  taking  his  hand 
''  are  you  come  to  restore  me  to  liberty, 
or  as  the  messenger  of  my  cruel  daughter, 
to  inflict  some  new  misery  on  a  helpless 
man?'* 

''  Be  composed,*'  said  Starenberg; 
''  and  be  assured,  the  man  who  has  re-^ 
ceived  nothing  but  benefits  from  your 
family,  will  never  willingly  inflict  sorrow 
on  a  descendant  of  Rhodolphus  Count 
Wurtzbur^.  Accident  has  betrayed  your 
m  h3 
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place  of  concealment  to  myself  and  com- 
panions :  and  the  best  thing  you  can  now 
do  is  to  accompany  us  immediately  to  the 
house  of  Baron  Altenberg ;  here  is  his  son 
ready  to  promise  you  a  hearty  welcome ; 
and  here/*  leading  in  the  astonished 
Geraldine,  ''  is  the  daughter  of  your 
brother;  your  little  darling  niece."  The 
Count  made  an  effort  to  advance;  but 
recollecting  the  uncouth  figure  he  must 
present  to  the  lovely  girl,  he  shrunk  hack, 
and  clasping  his  hands  together,  exclaim- 
ed, '^  what  a  blessed,  what  un-hoped  for 
event,  is  this  !  to  find  myself  at  liberty  ; 
and,  at  the  same  moment,  surrounded  by 
amiable  and  beloved  beings,  is  too  much 
for  my  weakened  mind  to  support/* 

Geraldine  in  all  the  bloom  of  beauty, 
her  angelic  mind  eradiating  her  be- 
witching countenance,  approached  her 
uncle;  and  dutifully  taking  his  hand, 
expressed^  in  her  usual  lovely  manner,  the 
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pleasure  she  felt  in  his  release.  Staren-, 
berg  recollecting  that  it  would  be  pru- 
dent to  remove,  as  quickly  as  possible, 
lest  some  unlooked  for  event  should 
occasion  Johanna  to  visit  her  prisoner* 
proposed  returning.  "^  Alas  !''  said  the 
County  ^'  it  is  so  long  since  I  have  taken 
any  exercise^  beyond  the  limits  of  my 
prison,  I  fear  my  strength  will  hardly  be 
equal  to  walking  so  far  as  the  Baron's 
house :  particularly  as  1  have,  during  ray 
tedious  confinement,  suffered  from  rheu- 
matism and  cramp,  occasioned  by  the 
cold  and  dampness  of  the  place.  I  will, 
however,  with  your  assistance,  try  how 
far  I  can  travel  ;  and  should:  the  fatigue 
overpower  me,  I  have  but  to  rest  under 
some  tree,  and  follow  you  when  I  am 
sufficiently  recovered/* 

They  now  retraced  their  way,  descend* 
ed  the  staircase,  secured  the  door,  and 
proceeding  along  the  passage,  reached  the 


156  MExMOIRS    OF   THE 

door  under  the  terrace. — Here  the  party 
stopped  a  few  moments,  as  the  air  seemed 
ahnost  too  much  for  the  Count ;  fortu- 
nately Philip  had  defended  himself  so 
well  against  the  cold,  he  was  enahled  to 
offer  a  warmer  covering  to  the  shivering 
Count.  Frequently  did  the  father  of 
Johanna  enquire  after  his  family  and 
connexions  ;  but  Starenberg  wisely,  con- 
sidering he  ought  to  save  himself  as  much 
as  possible,  in  order  to  reach  the  end  of  his 
journey,  declined  entering  into  any  con- 
versation, on  interesting  subjects ;  and 
when  they  were  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
house  he  advised  the  young  people  to 
quicken  their  pace;  and  prepare  the 
Baron  for  his  unexpected  guest. 

Faint  and  exhausted.  Count  John 
reached  the  dwelling  of  his  brother's 
friend — a  repast,  such  as  he  had  not 
tasted  some  years,  was  spread  before  him 
— but  his  heart  was  too  full,  to  allow  of 
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his  enjoying  it ;  and  the  Baron  conduct- 
ing him  to  a  comfortahle  cbamberj  he  once 
more  felt  the  blessings  of  warmth  and 
cleanliness. 


In  the  morning  Geraldine  was  struck 
witli  the  alteration  in  bis  appearance  ;  and 
saluting  him  affectionately^  enquired  how 
he  had  passed  the  night.  ''  Very  badly, 
my  dear  girl/'  replied  her  uncle ;  "  al- 
though surrounded  with  luxuries^  the 
transition  was  so  sudden,  and  the  re- 
flection that  all  my  sufferings  have  been 
inflicted  by  my  own  child,  so  cruel,  that 
I  felt  mi'self  quite  overpowered.  I  now 
tremble  for  the  fate  of  that  cruel  daughter 
''  Dare  I/'  he  said^  after  a  pause,  ''  en- 
quire for  my  other  child,  my  Roxalana  ?" 
''  She  resides,  I  believe,  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  empire,*'  said  Geraldine ;  ''  she 
has  not  for  some  years  visited  Gotha,  as 
the  sisters  quarrelled  respecting  the  divi- 
sion of  the  property,  and  have  never  since 
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met,  except,  I  believe,  once  when  the 
affairs  of  the  law-suit  obliged  both  parties 
to  appc^ar  in  Vienna.  I  have  been  told  she 
has  been  unfortunate  in  her  family  ;  but 
all  I  know  is  mere  report." 

*'  Oh  !  no  doubt,  no  doubt/'  said  the 
Count,  despondingly,  ''  she  is  miserable  ! 
a  father's  curse  is  on  my  head  ;  and 
through  m«,  ha«  fallen  on  my  children : 
ah  !  could  my  offended  parent  know  how 
bitterly  his  execrations  have  followed 
me  through  life,  surely  he  would  repent 
of  his  violence,  and  forgive  his  wretched 
son.*' — Here  the  Count  could  no  longer 
conceal  his  emotion ;  but  bursting  into 
tears,  he  wept  aloud. 

Geraldine  wa§  inexpressibly  shocked  at 
his  sufferings  ;  and  endeavoured  to  calm 
his  spirits,  by  speaking  of  days  of  future 
comfort.  The  Count  felt  the  full  force 
of  her  gentleneii  and  seniibility;    and 
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pressing  her  to  his  bosom^  he  exclaimed, 
''  Ah  !  why  have  I  not  such  a  child  to 
support  mj  old  age  ?** 

"  You  have  in  me  a  child/*  replied 
Geraldine,  ''  ever  ready  to  obej^  to  soothe, 
to  love  jou.'*  The  Count  kissed  her 
cheek.  '*  I  fear,  my  love,  you  will  find 
me  a  wretched  representative  of  the  pa- 
rent you  have  lost ;  but  vou  know  I  often 
used  to  tell  my  beloved  brother,  you  won 
upon  my  affections,  more  than  my  own 
offspring;  and  at  this  time,  that  you  are 
all  heaven  has  left  me  in  this  world,  you 
are  become  doubly  dear  to  me/* 

'^  Heaven,  my  dear  uncle,  has  not  de- 
prived you  of  my  cousin  Roxalana:  she  no 
doubt  will  assist  my  efforts  to  restore  your 
peace  of  mind."  The  Count  shook  his 
head  ;  and  the  entrance  of  the  Baron 
put  an  end  to  the  conversation.  They 
immediately   accompanied    him    to    the 


160 


MEMOIRS    OF   THE 


breakfast  room,  where  the  Count  was 
introduced  to  Monsieur  and  Madame 
Gourdon.  There  had  alwajs  been  a 
great  reserve  in  the  manner  of  the  Count, 
and  his  long  solitude  had  rather  con- 
firmed it ;  but  in  other  respects  he  quitted 
his  prison  with  a  mind  much  improved  bj 
reflection.  His  pride  was  humbled,  and 
he  no  longer  felt  that  coldness  to  the  rest 
of  his  fellow  creatures,  which  had  for- 
merly rendered  him  an  unsatisfactory 
companion,  and  an  unattainable  friend. 
He  had  experienced  how  necessary  social 
duties  were  to  the  happiness  of  weak, 
helpless  mortals,  and  each  day  had  shewn 
him  the  contrast  between  mutual  accom- 
modation, and  solitary  self-dependance. 

In  the  course  of  the  morning  Starenberg 
requested  to  know  by  what  means  he  had 
been  entrapt.  The  account  he  gave  was 
as  follows : 


WURTZBURG    FAMILY.  161 

'^Johanna,  on  our  arrival  at  Gotha, 
(immediately  after  my  poor  brother's 
death)  had  urged  me  with  much  earnest- 
ness to  accompany  her  round  the  castle^ 
alledging  that  on  the  morrow  business 
would  probably  prevent  our  seeing  it. 
I  was  dejected^  fatigued,  and  unwilling 
to  go ;  and  had  thrown  aside  ray  coat, 
and  put  on  a  dressing  gown  ;  but  she  was 
so  importunate  I  consented ;  and  melan- 
choly for  the  loss  of  Albert^  I  accom- 
panied her  almost  mechanically.  She 
expressed  much  delight  at  all  she  saw, 
and  at  length  led  the  way  to  a  chamber 
once  inhabited  by  my  mother,  but  which 
had  been  many  years  deserted^  and  the 
door  secured  with  heavy  bars,  in  conse- 
quence of  some  alarm  she  had  once 
suffered  iVom  an  unknown  intruder.  The 
first  ro  .m  we  entered  was  that  which 
she  had  o(  cupied  as  a  dressing;  room  :  it 
had  ori^' inally  been  the  ia^t  at  that  end  of 
the  building ;  and  the  castle  having  been 
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intended  for  a  place  of  defence,  it  had  at 
tlie  farther  end  an  aperture,  or  loop-bole, 
in  the  wall,  for  the  purpose  of  shooting 
arrows.  A  small  tower  had  afterwardg 
been  added,  in  which  was  a  staircase^ 
(intended  to  unite  the  northern  wing 
with  the  subterranean  vaults, )  and  the 
bed-chamber  1  have  already  mentioned. 
The  loop-hole  which  remained  formed  a 
small  closet,  with  shelves  opening  into 
each  room. 

*'  The  bed-chamber  was  rather  dark, 
having  a  window  very  high  in  the  walls, 
probably  to  enable  those  who  sought 
refuge  in  the  vaulted  apartments,  to  pass 
without  danger  of  observation.  The 
inducement  to  my  parents  to  occupy  so 
dull  a  place,  was,  I  rouclude,  the  extreme 
beauty  of  the  view,  which  the  outer  apart- 
ment commanded. 

^^  When  Johanna  reached  the   door  of 
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the  inner  chamber^  she  requested  my 
assistance  in  removing  the  three  massive 
iron  bars  with  which  it  was  secured,  and 
spoke  of  the  great  care  with  which  all 
possibility  of  forcing  it  from  the  inside 
was  precluded.  No  sooner  was  the  door 
opened  than  my  daughter  called  my  atten- 
tion to  the  antique,  but  handsome  bed 
which  stood  opposite  the  door ;  and  as  I 
advanced  towards  it,  she  suddenly  turned 
round  and  quitting  the  room,  secured  the 
door  : — this  she  performed  so  rapidly,  that 
I  had  not  the  slightest  suspicion  of  her 
intentions,  and  calling  loudly  to  her  to 
release  me,  it  was  with  surprize  and  dread, 
I  fouiid  she  did  not  answer. 

'^  At  first  I  supposed  it  an  ill-timed  jest  ; 
but  vi^hen  I  reflected  on  the  little  proba- 
bility there  was  of  her  being  at  any  moment 
sportive,  and  especiallj^,  at  such  a  melan- 
choly period,  I  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
the  motive  which  could  lead  her   to  so 


164  MEMOIRS    OF    Till 

strange  a  step  : — indeed,  at  this  moment^ 
I  have  no  idea  of  the  advantage  she  in- 
tended to  derive  from  my  imprisonment. 

"  I  was  in  entire  darkness,and  after  calling 
aloud  for  assistance,  till  I  was  nearly  ex- 
hausted, I  contrived  to  find  ray  way  to 
the  bed,  and  stretching  myself  upon  it, 
cold  and  uncomfortable  as  it  was,  sleep  at> 
length  overpowered  me. 

*'  In  the  morning  I  awoke  to  all  the  hor- 
rors of  my  situation ;  I  examined  the  room, 
and  observing  a  small  door  on  one  side  of 
the  bed,  I  flattered  myself  I  might  yet 
find  a  means  of  escape — it  opened,  alas  ! 
only  into  a  large  dark  closet,  from  whence 
a  very  narrow  stair-case,  communicated 
with  another  equally  dark  chamber,  at 
the  top  of  the  turret.  A  small  glimmering 
light  at  one  side  attracted  my  notice  ;  in 
my  miserable  condition,  I  caught  with 
avidity  at  the  slightest  prospect  of  regain- 
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ing  my  liberty,  and  taking  a  knife  from 
ray  pocket,  endeavoured  to  enlarge  the 
opening.  I  worked,  I  imagine,  nearly 
an  hour,  and  found  it  to  be  merely  one 
stone,  which  had  been  omitted  in  the  ori- 
ginal building,  probably  as  a  means  of 
fixing  scaffolds,  &c.  for  the  workmen:— 
the  stone  was  replaced  with  a  considerable 
quantity  of  plaister,  and  1  considered  if 
I  could  draw  it  into  the  chambt^r,  I  might, 
by  casting  it  against  the  door  of  my  prison, 
force  a  pannel,  and  gain  the  outer  cham- 
ber, from  whence  I  could^iyith  ease  depart. 
Picture  to  yourselves  the  dismay  with 
which  I  was  assailed,  on  the  stone  sud- 
denly slipping  back,  and  falling  with  a 
great  noise  on  the  outside  of  the  wall ! 

"  I  had  thus  only  admitted  the  wind, 
without  having  in  any  way  bettered  rny 
condition ;  and  descending  the  stairs,  re- 
turned to  my  bed,  dreading  some  cruel 
termination  of  my  life. 
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''Sometimes  I  fancied  I  should  be  starved 
to  death  ;  and  at  otheis>  1  apprehended  I 
should  be  murdered.  Again  I  approached 
the  door^  and  endeavoured^  by  raising  my 
voice,  to  make mvself  heard:  then  seizing 
part  of  the  wood-v^ork  of  the  bed,  I  ap- 
plied it  to  the  door — it  was  so  much  w^orm- 
eateo  that  it  instantly  broke  in  my  hand ; 
and  I  had  thus  only  rendered  my  couch 
more  inconvenient,  whilst  my  barrier  con- 
tinued equally  firm. 

''  At  length,  7  ^eard  footsteps  in  the  outer 
rooo: — I  called  loudly,  and  heard  some 
one  unfasten  the  small  door  of  the  aper- 
ture in  the  wall — it  was  made  rather  in  a 
sloping  direction,  so  that  I  could  not  see 
through  it;  but  I  presently  found  my 
provisions  were  to  be  delivered  to  me  at 
this  opening. 

''  I  received  my  miserable  meal,  sup- 
plicating to  knovi^  the  cause  of  my  con- 
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finement;  but  never  could  obtain  any 
ans^>cr  from  the  person  who  conveyed  the 
food  to  me. 

"  There  was  a  period,  when  I  began  to 
think  I  should  at  last  perish  from  hunger. 
For  three  days  I  received  no  supply  ;  and, 
although  1  dragged  on  a  miserable  ex- 
istence, still  a  love  of  life  prevailed,  and 
I  rejoiced,  when  early  on  the  fourth 
morning,  the  door  was  opened,  and  my 
usual  allowance  deposited.  It  was  for- 
tunate that  I  had  not  consumed  my  pro- 
vision on  the  former  day,  as  I  should  have 
suffered  most  cruel  tortures,  had  1  fasted 
three  whole  days — as  it  was,  I  felt  very 
seriously  ill  for  some  time  after  this  pri- 
vation. 


"  Since  that  moment  I  have  had  a  larger 
supply,  (if  any  thing  has  prevented  my 
receiving  it  daily, )  and  I  have  regularly 
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continued  to  supplicate  pity,  whenever  my 
jailor  has  approached  the  little  door. 

'^  Never  can  I  give  you  an  adequate  idea 
of  nry  mental  sutiferings,  from  the  time  I 
gave  up  all  hope  of  escape.  Severely  I 
reproached  myself  for  the  mistaken  manner 
in  which  I  had  educated  my  girls  ;  while 
I  allowed  them  to  be  proud  and  haughty 
to  all  their  dependants^  I  never  endea- 
voured to  impress  them  with  any  other 
feeling  towards  myself  than  fear.  Thus,  I 
possessed  not  their  affections  : — they  con- 
sidered me  only  as  a  tyrant,  who  kept  his 
property  from  them ;  and  we  never  spoke 
on  the  subject  of  our  ajBfairs,  withoutalter- 
cation  on  their  part,  ana  threats  on  mine  ; 
and  I  had  the  miserable  redection,  that 
no  one  regrettei  or  missed  me,  either  as  a 
friend  or  benefactor.  Many  were  the  good 
resolutions  I  formed,  should  I  ever  quit 
my  prison ;  and  I  trust,  I   shall  now  be 


WURTZBURG    FAMILY.  169 

enabled  to  prove  the  sincerity  of  my  good 
intentions. 

'^  When  I  heard  your  footsteps  on  the 
«tair-case,  I  attended  very  little  to  the 
circumstance^,  as  I  concluded  the  noise 
was  occasioned  by  rats,  of  which  there 
were  many  in  and  near  my  room ;  but 
when  at  lengthy  I  could  no  longer  doubt 
the  approach  of  human  beings^  I  cannot 
describe  my  sensations.  I  became  in- 
capable of  moving,  and  when  you  called 
to  me,  was  actually  afraid  of  answering, 
till  on  your  entrance  I  recognized,  by  the 
light  of  your  tapers,  the  faithful  and  long 
tried  Starenberg." 

The  worthy  agent  bowed  — "  No 
doubt,"  said  he,  (when  the  Count  ceased 
to  speak)  ''  you,  my  young  friends  must 
have  been  astonished  at  my  great  eagerness 
to  investigate  the  mysterious  sounds  we 
heard.     The  fact  iS;,  both  Baron  Alten- 

VOL.  II.  I 
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berg  and  nyjself,  alwajs  disbelieved  the 
strange  and  improbable  story,  that  Counts 
John  of  Wurtzburg  had  destroyed  him- 
self.    The  Baron,  I  remember,  imparted 
his  doubts  to  Mademoiselle  de  Gustrow  ; 
and  ocie,  I  ventured  to  try  her  filial  feel- 
ings, by  attiring  myself  in  a  well  known 
suit  of  the  Count's  :  and  at  a  masquerade, 
given  at  the  castle,  suddenly  appearing  to 
Johanna.     Her  conduct  increased  my  sus- 
picions, and  when  she  fainted,  I  hastened 
to  restore  the  dress  to  the   chest, — from 
whence,  having  a  key  which  fitted  the  lock, 
I  had  taken  it,  and  putting   it   into   the 
same  part  of  the  chest  where  it  had  before 
been  placecj,  which  was  near  the  bottom, 
I  hastened   to  the    ball-room,   to  escape 
detection,  and  in  ten  minutes,  beheld  the 
admirable   actress    conduct   herself  with 
such  consummate  art,  that  my  experiment 
bailed,    and  1  remained   more   than  ever 
perplexed  and  uncertain  whether  my  sus- 
picions were  groundless  or  not.     It  is  sin- 
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gular^  I  never  searched  that  part  of  the 
castle  ;  but  I  had  no  idea  she  would  dare 
to  keep  her  victim  in  any  of  the  upper 
chambers,  though  I  had  thought  it  pos- 
sible he  might  be  concealed  in  some  of  the 
vaults,  and  in  consequence  I  once  ex- 
amined them.  From  that  time  I  confess, 
I  viewed  her  as  a  murderess,  and  was  per- 
suaded she  had  destroyed  her  father.  In 
short,  there  is  no  idle  fancy  I  have  rot 
entertained  on  this  subject ;  and  I  am 
peculiarly  thankful  I  have  lived  to  assist 
in  your  deliverance.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  Johanna  conveyed  your  clothes  and 
watch  to  the  river,  by  way  of  confirming 
your  death,'*  "  You  are  certainly  right," 
said  the  Count  •  '^'^  as  I  remember  leaving 
my  watch  on  the  table  when  I  attended 
Johanna :  and  very  often  in  my  solitary 
hours,  I  wished  1  bad  possessed  it." 

The  Count  was  very  anxious  to  know 
if  any   of  bis   friends  could  explain  the 
h2 
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motive  of  his  daughter's  conduct :  and 
his  horror  was  extreme,  when  he  heard  of 
the  alledged  insanity  of  his  brother,  the 
cruel  expulsion  of  his  niece,  and  the  severe 
visitation  of  that  afflicting  malady  on  his 
son-in-law. 

The  whole  day  was  devoted  to  the 
entertainment  of  Count  John,  and  every 
exertion  was  made  to  chase  his  melan- 
choly ;  — they  were  however,  unavailing-— 
he  had  no  prospect  of  happiness  in  future — 
his  health  was  destroyed  ;  his  brother 
dead;  his  children  undutiful ;  and  above 
all,  he  frequently  expressed  his  persuasion, 
that  the  curse  of  a  father  was  upon  him. 

Vainly  did  the  good  sense  of  the  Baron 
represent,  that  the  all- wise  and  omnipotent 
Creator,  was  too  just  to  punish  an  innocent 
man,  because  a  fellow-creature,  instigated 
by  undue  resentment,  had  called  the  ven- 
geance of  Heaven  on  a  trifling  offence. 
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''  For,  consider,  my  good  friend/'  said 
Altenberg,  "  in  what  did  you  err  ?  and 
where  was  the  crime  of  uniting  yourself  to 
an  amiable  woman?  even  in  the  opinion 
of  your  vindictive  parent — her  want  of 
fortune  was  her  only  fault — believe  me, 
the  ways  of  Providence  are  unfathomable, 
and  you  have  been  visited  with  misfortunes 
for  good  and  wise  purposes,  far  beyond 
what  we  blind  and  erring  mortals  can 
trace.  Already,  as  yourself  have  acknow- 
ledged, your  temper  is  improved,  your 
heart  softened,  and  your  soul  ren- 
dered more  worthy  its  hopes  of  eternal 
happiness.  Shake  off,  I  entreat  you,  this 
superstitious  dread,  and  while  you  bow 
meekly  to  the  chastisements  of  Heaven — 
look  forward  with  pious  faith  to  future 

The  Count  sighed  deeply — bis  spirit 
was  broken,  and  much  as  he  sought  to 
draw  comfort  from  the  words  of  his  friend. 
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despair  and  misery  had  so  long  taken  pos- 
session of  his  mindj  he  could  not  easily 
assume  more  flattering  sentiments. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  conversation, 
Starenberg,  who  had  quitted  the  room, 
re-entered ;  the  Baron  told  him  briefly  the 
subject  of  their  conversation. 

*'  Is  it  possible/'  said  the  good  old  man, 
''  you  can,  after  the  letter  sent  to  you  by 
your  father,  on  his  death-bed,  still  feel 
apprehensive  of  the  effects  of  his  repented- 
of  severity?" 

The  Count  fixed  his  eyes  on  Staren- 
berg, with  an  air  of  extreme  astonish- 
ment, ejaculating,  ''  a  letter!**  The  agent 
could  not  avoid  an  exclamation  of  amaze- 
nnenton  the  many  untoward  circumstances 
which  had  arisen  to  cloud  the  happiness  of 
every  branch  of  the  Wurtzburg  family. 
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'*  I  perceive/'  said  he,  "  Ihe  fellow  to 
whom  I  entrusted  jour  father's  letter  has 
deceived  me.  You  are  therefore,  jet  to 
be  informed,  that  jour  father  was  long* 
confined  bj  the  disorder  which  at  Iciig-lh 
proved  fatal.  During  that  time  he  fre 
quentlj  spoke  of  his  farailj,  and  deeplj 
deplored  the  absence  of  his  second  son,  for 
whom  jou  know  he  entertained  a  great 
partiality.  Maximilian,  jour  noble  bro- 
ther, proposed  sending  in  search  of  Albert, 
and  in  the  mean  time  acted  towards  jou 
with  his  accustomed  greatness  of  soul:— 
he  represented  jour  sorrow  for  his  dis- 
pleasure; the  virtues  of  jour  excellent 
wife;  the  loveliness  of  jour  children; 
but  to  no  effect,  till  jour  father  began  to 
feel  his  end  approaching  :— it  was  then  he 
sent  for  me,  and  dictated  a  letter  to  jou, 
in  which  he  pronounced  his  entire  for- 
giveness of  JOU — lamented  that  his  dajs 
were  so  near  their  close,  it  was  not  likely 
he  should  survive  to  pronounce  his  bles- 
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sing  in  jour  presence — said  he  had  now 
to  thank  your  brother  for  this  late^  but 
thorough  conviction,  that  you  had  not 
intentionally  offended  ;  and  as  a  proof  of 
his  sincerity^  he  enclosed  as  a  present  to 
your  lady,  the  beautiful  ring,  formed  of 
a  very  fine  pink  diamond,  which  he  con-, 
stantly  wore.  After  I  had  made  a  rough 
copy  which  he  approved,  he  desired  your 
brother  to  write  the  letter,  which  he  with 
much  difficulty  signed,  and  directed  me  to 
find  a  trusty  messenger  to  convey  the  glad 
tidings  of  his  pardon  to  you. 

"  In  order  to  secure  the  care  of  the 
Ambassador,  I  imprudently  mentioned  the 
valuable  present  which  accompanied  the 
letter  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  was  tempted 
to  steal  the  jewel,  and  destroy  the  paper. 
The  premature  death  of  your  eldest  brother 
prevented  a  discovery  of  the  theft,  and 
you  have,  alas  !  suffered  severely  from  the 
idea  your  father  died  at  enmity  with  you.*' 
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The  Couat  was  so  much  overpowered 
by  the  recital  of  Starenberg,  that  he  de- 
sired to  retire  to  his  chamber,  where  he 
relieved  his  full  heart  in  floods  of  tears. 

The  Baron  and  Starenberg  remained 
together ;  and  the  latter  declared  he 
would  look  among  his-  papers  for  the 
rough  draught  of  the  old  Count's  letter. 
They  then  conversed  respecting  the  change 
in  Geraldine's  affairs.  Her  uncle  would, 
of  course,  enter  immediately  into  posses- 
sion of  his  estate,  and  would  according  to 
the  will  of  Albert,  pay  her  the  annuity 
settled  on  her  till  the  death  of  Count 
John. 

Starenberg  acknowledged  it  would 
give  him  some  pleasure  should  the  Count 
employ  him  to  announce  to  Johanna,  his 
escape  from  her  thraldom  ;  and  they  sat 
together  till  a  late  hour,  conversing  on 
the  wonderful  manner  in  which  two  of 
I  3 
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the  most  wicked  conspiracies  that  had 
ever  entered  the  human  mind,  had  recent- 
ly been  detected. 

On  the  morrow,  as  they  sat  at  break- 
fast, a  servant  entered,  and  delivered  a 
parcel  to  Starenberg,  which  had  been  left 
at  his  house,  in  the  middle  of  the  night — 
Starenberg  first  opened  a  note — it  was  as 
follows : 

"  I  have  no  doubt  your  prying 
insolence  has  dared  assail  my  castle,  and 
that  you  have,  by  forcible  means,  obtained 
possession  of  the  person  confined  in  the 
north  turret :  I  am  therefore  disgraced ; 
but  did  the  Count  remember  he  drew  on 
himself  the  severity  which  I  inflicted — he 
never  shewed  me  fondness,  he  never  open- 
ed his  heart  to  me,  nay,  he  often  asserted  I 
should  not  possess  even  the  pitiful  fortune 
he  had  to  bequeath.  It  was  this  induced 
me  to  exert  myself  in  providing  for  my 
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family  :  and  had  I  been  able  to  shake  off 
some  foolish  qualms  of  conscience,  thq 
Count  had  not  now  burled  me  from  riches 
and  grandeur,  to  poverty  and  contempt. 
But  tell  him  I  will  not  meet  his  re- 
proaches ;  I  fly,  never  more  to  be  seen  by 
those  who  have  witnessed  my  elevation, 
and  who  will  rejoice  in  my  fall  En- 
closed are  the  keys  of  the  castle  ;  and  may 
the  present  owner,  and  the  young  imp, 
who  is  to  succeed  him^  experience  as 
little  comfort  and  happiness  there  as  I 
have  done. 

''  Johanna  ue  Gustrow." 

Altenberg  shuddered  as  he  read  this 
proof  of  the  wickedness  to  which  a 
desire  of  undue  possession  may  lead. 
Johanna  had  shaken  off  all  feminine  sen- 
timents, all  delicacy  of  character;  and  she 
was  become  a  perfect  demon.  We  have 
already  seen  how  the  same  thirst  after 
riches  led   Christina,  who  had  long  trod- 
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den  the   paths  of  vice    yet   further  so, 
that  she  had  even  plotted  murder. 

Great  was  the  desire  of  the  party  to 
see  the  rightful  heir  once  more  established 
in  the  castle  of  Gotha  ;  and  they  agreed 
to  visit  the  birth  place  of  the  Count  and 
Geraldine  immediately. 

When  they  reached  the  castle  it  was 
deserted ;  only  one  servant  remaining, 
whOj  having  lived  there  in  the  days  of 
Count  Albert,  was  unwilling  to  quit  the 
property  of  her  master;  for  so  she  already 
called  John  of  Wurtzburg. 

Geraldine  wept  bitterly,  when  she  en- 
tered the  room  of  her  father  ;  it  remained 
much  in  the  same  state  as  formerly,  his 
little  escrutoire  stood  in  its  usual  place, 
and  several  hawk-bells  and  hoods,  yet 
hung  on  a  nail  near  the  chimney. 
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Johanna  had  carried  off  what  jewels 
and  plate  she  was  able  to  remove^  but 
these  were  not  very  valuable  ;  and  the 
Count,  instigated  by  a  feeling  for  his 
child,  which  even  her  cruelty  could  not 
extinguish,  rejoiced  she  had  thus  secured 
herself  a  slight  provision.  The  fortune 
of  De  Gustrow  he  knew  was  much  redu- 
ced, and  she  was  not,  therefore,  likely  to 
,  possess  more  than  sufficient  to  support 
herself,  and  keep  her  husband  under  the 
care  of  his  medical  attendants,  which,  in 
consequence  of  his  violence^  was  iudis- 
.pensably  necessary. 

They  next  proceeded  to  the  chapel, 
and  Geraldine's  indignation  was  great  at 
finding  no  monument  bad  been  erected  to 
the  memorv  of  her  father :  this,  she  de- 
clared,  with  much  warmth,  should  be  the 
first  circumstance  attended  to^  as  soon  as 
she  possessed  any  money,  she  could  justly 
call  her  own ;  and  her  uncle  assured  her^ 
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he  should  himself  see  her  wishes  executed, 
in  this  and  every  other  particular.  Gerai-. 
dine  thanked  him  for  his  kindness,  and 
requested  the  Count*s  permissioa  to  take 
some  of  the  papers  from  her  father's  es- 
crutolre^  as  she  knew  they  were  almost  all 
written  hy  her  mother^  and  she  felt  a 
great  desire  to  look  them  over.  In  one 
of  the  drawers  was  an  exquisite  little 
picture  of  Adelaide ;  it  was  very  plainly 
set,  and  was  the  original,  from  which  the 
portrait,  Geraldine  possessed,  had  been 
copied  .  several  locks  of  hair  were  also 
preserved — these,  with  some  little  poetic 
productions,  and  a  few  letters  of  her 
mother,  Geralaine  convened  to  the 
Baron's  house,  where  the  Count  had  con- 
sented yet  ta  remain,  as  his  spirits  were 
uneqi:al  to  re-dwelling  in  the  castle,  till  he 
could  procure  a  larger  retinue  than  he 
now  possessed. 

When  Geraldine  retired  for  the  night. 
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she  indulged  herself  in  the  melancholy 
pleasure  of  weeping  over  the  suflferings 
and  the  virtues  of  her  mother. 

We  will  not  here  dwell  on  any  parts  of 
the  letters,  (although  hig'hly  interesting) 
as  thej  related  chiefly  to  those  sad  cir- 
cumstances, already  recorded.  But  we 
v/i!i  venture  to  insert  a  little  sonnet,  ad- 
dressed by  Adelaide  to  her  child.  It 
affected  Geraldine  deeply,  as  it  expressed 
the  fondness  of  the  unhappy  mother  of 
her  infant,  and  her  anxiety  for  her  future 
happiness.  It  was  dated  a  short  time 
before  her  death  ;  and  was  the  last  effort 
Adelaide  had  ever  made  to  beguile  her 
anguish  by  poetry. 

SONNET  TO  GERALDINE. 

As -wintry  skies  do  eftsoops  pass  away, 

Wbea  waters  crjstalizefl,  diMolve  aorain  ; 

As  Imdding  flowers,  whe^-  spiring  prolong!  the  day, 

Do  sweeter  smell,  if  freshened  by  the  rain; 
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As  lambkins  play  upon  the  Terdant  lawn, 

Kor  heed  the  pelting  storm  though  scarcely  o'er ; 

So  thou,  lov'd  child !  in  youth's  sweet  thoughtless 

dawn, 
Dost  of  th\  little  sorrows  think  no  more  : 
When  thine  elastic  spirits,  like  the  spring. 
Paint  future  joys,  in  all  the  coming  hours; 
And  Hope  doth  guide  thee  on  her  cherub  wings. 
Strewing  thine  onward  path  with  choicest  flowers ; 
Ah  1  may'st  thou  child,  those  promised  pleasures 

know : 
Ah  !  may'  st  thou  never  taste  the  cup  of  woe. 


It  was  necessary,  at  this  period,  that  the 
Chevalier  and  Altenberg  should  return  to 
Viemia,  to  proceed  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  Countess;  and  Count  John  was  also 
compelled  to  accompany  them,  to  termi- 
nate the  long  depending  Wurtzburg 
cause.  His  repugnance  was  extreme  to 
appear  in  public  ;  but  there  was  no  pos- 
sibk  means  of  avoiding  it ;  and  he  most 
unwillingly  quitted  the  quiet  retirement 
of  Altenberg,  attended  by  Monsieur 
Starenberg,    whose    presence    was    also 
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necessary  on  this  occasion.  Before  they 
departed,  the  latter,  by  the  Count's  di- 
rection, sent  a  short  account  of  the  late 
events  to  Roxalaua;  who,  however, 
resided  at  so  great  a  distance  he  could  not 
expect  very  soon  to  receive  any  intelli- 
gence of  her  sentiments,  or  present  situ- 
ation. 

The  law-suit  was  now  very  speedily 
terminated,  not  much  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  lawyers,  whose  demand  on  Johanna 
seemed  never  likely  to  be  discharged; 
and  it  was  also  doubtful  if  Roxalana  was 
in  a  situation  to  meet  her  long-accumu- 
lating debt  to  them. 

The  expences  incurred  by  Geraldine 
were  enormous  ;  but  these  the  Count 
took  upon  himself:  indeed  on  this  and  all 
other  occasions  the  Count  appeared  de- 
sirious  of  shewing  Geraldine  how  deeply 
he   was  impressed  with   a   sense   of  the 
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■wrongs  she  had  received  from  his  family, 
and  how  anxiously  he  desired  to  con) pen- 
sate  the  injury. 

Gladly  would  the  mild  and  forgiving 
disposition  of  the  young  heiress  have  with- 
drawn any  further  proceedings  against 
Christina;  but  to  that  neither  of  her  guar- 
dians would  consent ;  and  at  the  appointed 
time  the  trial  commenced. 
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CHAP.     XX. 


As  the  details  of  a  trial  are  always 
tedious,  and  must  of  course  occasion  fre- 
quent interruption;  we  think  it  more  agree- 
able to  our  readers,  to  remove  at  onte^  the 
veil  from  Christina,  and  expose  all  her 
schemes  and  intended  wickedness,  from 
the  time  Geraldine  was  first  placed  under 
the  care  of  Madame  Armfeld. 

The  beautiful  wife  of  Count  Albert, 
had  never  been  able  to  shake  otf  her  infa- 
mous paramour,  the  Chevalier  Villeroj. 
His  expences  were  injmen«e,  and  the 
liberal  settlement  her  generous  husband. 


188  MEMOIRS    OF    THE 

(even  in  the  moment  of  detecting  her 
atrocities)  had  made  on  Christina,  was 
insufficient  to  satisfy  the  rapacious  villain. 
Many  were  the  arts  by  which  this  infa- 
mous woman  endeavoured  to  increase  his 
supplies,  and  at  the  moment  her  late  hus- 
band's child  arrived  in  Vienna,  she  was 
become  seriously  distressed  for  ready 
money. 

By  mere  accident  the  Countess '  re-, 
ceived  the  information  that  the  young 
heiress  of  Gotha  was  so  near  her  ;  and  her 
fertile  brain^  instantly  began  to  plan  a 
mode  of  drawing  future  advantage  from 
the  Wurtzburg  estate.  For  this  purpose 
she  assumed  an  air  of  deep  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  Geraldine,  and  by  well  act/pd 
grief,  persuaded  not  only  the  child,  but 
Madame  Armfeld  herself,  of  the  sincerity 
with  which  she  mourned  her  lost  husband, 
and  deplored  the  circumstances  which  had 
estranged  him  from  her. 
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Well  knowing  how  carefully  Ge- 
raldine  had  been  educated,  she  used  everj 
precaution  to  avoid  all  appearance  of 
indecorum  in  her  proceedings  ;  and  the 
Chevalier  was  never  admitted  during;  the 
occasional  visits  of  the  young  school  girl. 

It  was  not  till  after  two  or  three  of 
these  visits,  Christina  learnt  that  Ge-. 
raldine  was  dispossessed  of  her  estate^  and 
so  far  from  being  capable  of  assisting  the 
Countess,  would  in  all  probability  in  the 
end,  look  to  her  for  aid.  In  this  dilemma^ 
she  consulted  the  arch  fiend  Villeroj-; — 
he  (though  fertile  in  invention)  was  foiled 
by  this  unlooked-for  change  in  the  affair? 
of  Geraldine;  but  he  promised  to  turn 
his  thoughts  to  the  possible  means  of  be- 
nefiting from  the  riches  of  Gotha ;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  advised  her  to  continue 
her  kindness  to  the  girl.    »  ( 

To  these  injunctions  Christina  strictly 
adhered,  and  several  weeks  passed,  before 


190  MEMOIRS    OP    THE 

her  associate  in  iniquity,  could  form"  any 
regular  plan  of  obtaining  their  wishes. 
At  length,  however,  he  desired  to  speak 
with  the  Countess,  and  appointed  a  secret 
meeting.  In  the  most  cautious  manner 
he  unfolded  his  plan,  and  drawing  a  paper 
from  his  pocket,  read  a  sketch  of  that 
writing,  which  was  afterwards  produced 
in  court. 

Christina  did  not  approve  the  plan  :— • 
she  confessed  she  saw  at  present  very  little 
advantage  in  asserting  her  right  to  the 
property,  after  the  death  of  a  fine  healthy 
young  woman.  The  Countess,  having  no 
wish  but  that  of  a  present  supply  ;  and, 
certainly  being  very  unlikely  to  outlive 
Gerald ine,  declined  fighting  for  posterity, 
as  she  termed  it ;  and  desired  the  Che- 
valier to  find  out  some  more  probaWc 
means  of  enriching  themselves. 

**  You  do  not  suppose/*  said  Villeroy, 
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'^  I  intend  to  baild  your  prospects  on  so 
precarious  a  circumstance,  as  jour  out- 
living a  girl  of  sixteen  ! — no,  no  ;  my  plan 
is  that  of  giving  you  very  speedy  possession 
of  the  castle  of  Gotha ;  and  all  I  desire 
is,  you  will  furnish  me  w^ith  some  of  your 
husband's  hand-writing,  and^  if  possible, 
a  seal,  either  with  arms,  or  some  device 
he  was  well  known  to  use/* 

'^  That/'  replied  the  Countess,  ''  I  can 
easily  do  : — here  is  a  letter  of  his  to  me  ; 
and  the  child  always  wears  the  seal  with 
which  her  father  signed  all  writings  of  any 
consequence — this  1  can  find  means  to 
procure  for  you,  I  make  no  doubt ;  but 
still  I  wish  to  know  your  intentions  before 
you  proceed/' 

''  I  shall  explain  no  further,"  replied 
the  Chevalier,  ''  till  the  writing  is  perfect/* 

Skilful  and  practised  as  Villeroy   was^ 
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ill  all  the  arts  of  deception^  it  cost  him 
much  time  and  trouble  to  imitate  the 
Count's  hand  writing  ;  but  bj  perse- 
verance he  at  length  succeeded ;  and 
exultingly  presenting  the  fradulent  paper 
to  his  colleague,  Christina  declared  she 
herself  could  not  perceive  any  difference 
between  that  and  the  letter  she  had  given 
him. 

The  next  necessary  step  was  that  of 
placing  the  Count's  seal  to  the  forgery; 
and  for  this  purpose^  it  was  left  in  the 
possession  of  the  Countess,  who  procured 
the  impression  in  the  following  manner  :— 
On  the  next  visit  Geraldine  paid  her,  the 
Countess  appeared  much  employed  in 
writing  letters;  and  shewing  a  trifling 
note  to  the  little  girl,  requested  her  to 
answer,  direct,  and  seal  it.  This  Geral- 
dine willingly  performed ;  and  the 
Countess  declaring  she  had  left  her  seal 
up  stairs,  requested  she  would  use  one  of 
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her  own.  Geraldine  placed  her  watch  on 
the  table,  and  put  the  impression  of  a 
common  seal  upon  the  note.  No  sooner 
was  it  done,  than  the  Countess  gracefully 
apologized  for  the  trouble  ;  but  requested 
she  would  deliver  it  to  her  maid,  who 
was  in  an  upper  apartment;  and  desired 
she  would  bring  down  a  watch  which 
hung  at  the  bed's  head,  in  her  own  cham- 
ber. 

By  this  artifice,  Christina  obtained 
possession  of  the  Count's  seal  for  a  few 
minutes,  as  Geraldine,  rising  hastily  to 
obey  the  Countess,  had  left  her  watch 
on  the  table.  On  returning  to  the  room, 
the  unsuspecting  Geraldine  had  put  the 
watch  into  her  pocket;  and  Christina 
exulted  in  the  success  of  her  stratagem. 

It  happened  that  Villeroy  was  prevent- 
ad  attending  the  Countess  for  some  davs 
after  she  had  compleated  the  fraud;    and 

TOL.  IK  K 
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«he  was  restless  to  the  greatest  degree,  till 
she  could  know  how  the  Chevalier  inten- 
ded accomplishing  the  great  work  he  had 
in  hand. 

The  Chevalier,  when  he  found  a  mo- 
ment to  converse  with  her,  was  charmed 
with  their  mutual  success ;  and  turning 
with  a  significant  look  to  Christina, 
asked  if  any  further  explanation  of  his 
plan  was  necessary. 

"  Undouhtedly,'*  said  the  Countess  ; 
"  for  I  do  not  yet  see  the  means  of  im- 
mediate possession ;  and  nothing  else  can 
avail  me.*' 

"  What,"  asked  Villeroy,  "  prevents 
your  instantly  becoming  mistress  of  this 
immense  property  ?" 

"  Geraldine,  surely  !"  replied  Chris- 
tina. 
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'*  Is  she  then  invulnerable?"  said 
Villeroy,  tauntingly  ;  ''  cannot  the  steel 
reach  her  heart?" 

"  Say  no  more/*  cried  the  Countess^ 
*'  I  see  the  whole  of  your  intention — 
every  thing  is  at  stake ;  my  happiness, 
my  comfort^  my  ability  to  shine  as  here- 
tofore— depend  on  my  own  firmness.** 
Then,  in  a  lower  tone,  she  ejaculated^ 
*'  Geraldine  must  die  ! " 

•'  Most  certainly  !"  said  Villcroy  ; 
*'  you  have  been  unlike  yourself  in  this 
business,  I  think;  and  never  surely  was 
so  long  in  understanding  any  of  my 
former  designs.'* 

Christina  was  piqued^  and  resolved  to 
shew  her  infamous  master  she  was  an  apt 
scholar  in  the  school  of  iniquity. 


K   ^ 


i%  MEMOIRS    OF    THE 

No  sooner  had  the  Chevalier  left  her, 
than  she  sent  for  Jerome;  and  distantly 
hinting,  at  his  past  services,  and  speak- 
ing rather  more  explicitly  of  future  re- 
wards, she  endeavoured,  by  inuendos,  to 
make  him  understand  her  desire  of  des- 
troying the  lovely  girl.  We  have  already 
heard  from  his  own  account  of  the  tran- 
saction, why  he  accepted  the  proposal, 
and  how  he  avoided  perpetrating  the 
dreadful  crime.  On  his  return,  he  pre- 
sented the  clothes  of  Geraldine  to  the 
Countess,  who  ordered  him  to  conceal 
himself  for  a  short  time ;  and  tutored  him 
thoroughly  in  the  answers  he  was  to  give, 
when  questioned  respecting  the  loss  of 
the  young  heiress. 

No  time  was  lost  in  putting  in  the 
claim  of  the  Countess ;  and  she  seemed 
more  gay,  and  more  splendid  than  ever. 
The  means  of  gaining  credit  she  employed 
were,  constant  assurances  that  she  was  to 
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be  imniediatelj  put  into  possession  of  her 
estate ;  and  she  gave  bonds  promising- 
double  and  treble  tlie  value  of  her 
different  debts,  when  she  entered  on  her 
property.  Yet,  with  all  this  appearance 
of  happiness,  she  never  experienced  one 
easy  moment ;  she  never  passed  a  tranquil 
hour  ;  and  she  flew  to  dissipation  to  avoid 
reflection. 

Bitterly  did  she  reproach  herself  for 
the  guilty  act,  she  had  (through  Jerome) 
committed ;  and  when  she  found  herself 
continually  baffled,  in  all  her  attempts  to 
prove  the  sanity  of  her  husband,  she  gave 
way  to  keen  revilings,  as  often  as  the 
Chevalier  was  in  her  society,  aiid  he  in 
return  threatened  to  betray  her  to  the 
world. 

To  encrease  the  purturbation  of  her 
soul,  Jerome  was  for  (  ver  reminding  her 
he  was  become  master  of  her  life,  and  his 
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demands  on  her  purse  were  exorbitant. 
She  dared  not  offend  him — she  dared  not 
brave  Villeroy  ;  and  every  sound  terrified, 
every  whisper  appalled  her.  Gaming 
now  became  her  favorite  pursuit ;  and 
her  still  beautiful  features  were  every 
night  distorted  by  the  anxieties,  the  dis- 
appointments, or  the  exultations  of  her 
dangerous  and  uncertain  occupation. 

Gradually  time  began  to  render  her 
Jess  fearful,  that  the  death  of  Geraldine 
should  be  traced  to  her,  and  she  per- 
ceived she  was  decidedly  gaining  the 
advantage  in  her  law-suit,  when,  as  she 
was  preparing  to  attend  a  public  enter- 
tainment, she  was  seized,  dragged  into 
court,  and  the  daughter,  of  Count  Albert 
confronted  to  her.  From  that  moment 
she  felt  she  was  lost ;  but  she  considered 
with  some  satisfaction,  that  Villeroy 
would  be  included  in  her  disgrace  and 
'^•inishment. 
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She  remained  in  close  custody  some 
weeks  ere  her  trial  commenced,  and  du- 
ring that  time  she  endeavoured  to  fortifj 
her  mind,  and  prepare  her  defence. 

In  neither  of  these,  however,  was  she 
likely  to  succeed — strength  ot  mind,  and 
firmness,  seldom  attend  guilt;  and  to 
defend  her  crime,  was  only  rendering 
the  offence  still  greater. 

She  determined,  after  much  reflection, 
to  throw  herself  on  the  mercy  of  Geral- 
dine,  who  by  not  appearing  hereself,  or 
suffering  others  to  appear  for  her,  might 
yet  save  the  criminal  from  punishment. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  easy 
than  to  prevail  dn  Geraldine  to  withdraw 
the  prosecution  ;  but  to  this,  neither  her 
uncle.  Baron  Altenberg,  nor  Monsieur 
Gourdon  would  consent ;  and  Geraldine, 
with    unaffected    sorrow,   saw  the    pro- 
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ceedings  sgainst  the  Countess  commen- 
ced. 

Concealment  no  longer  availed  the 
wretched  offender ;  and  she^  in  the  course 
of  th^  trials  compleatly  unmasked  the 
atrocious  Chevalier  ;  who  absconded  im- 
mediately on  the  apprehension  of  the 
Countess,  and  was  never  afterwards  heard 
of. 

At  length  the  trial  terminated ;  and  Chris- 
tina was  found  guilty  of  being  an  accom- 
plice with  the  Chevalier,  in  forging  a 
spurious  will^  by  which  she  intended  to 
defraud  th€  rightful  heirs  of  Count 
Wurtzburg  of  their  property:  and  also 
of  compassing  the  life  of  Geraldine 
Wurtzburg.  In  consequence  of  this 
decision  she  was  ordered  to  appear  on  a 
certain  day  to  receive  the  sentance  of  the 
court. 
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In  the  mean  time,  Gerald ine  entreated 
her  friends  would  endeavour  to  procure  a 
lenient  sentence  on  the  wife  of  her  father  : 
and  the  royal  clemency  was  in  conse- 
quence earnestly  solicited. 

During  this  suspense,  the  amiable  girl, 
by  her  benevolence,  softened,  as  much  as 
lay  in  her  power,  the  rigour  of  the 
M retched  Countess's  confinement. 

Count  John,  on  his  arrival  at  Vienna, 
had  engaged  a  handsome  house,  of  which 
he  took  possession,  with  his  niece  and 
Starenberg ;  and  wishing  to  procure  some 
companion  for  Geraldine  of  her  own  sex, 
he  invited  Madame  Armfeld  to  spend  a 
little  time  with  them.  That  lady  had  for 
many  years  fulfilled  the  arduous  duties  of 
her  station  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  who 
had  intrusted  their  children  to  her  care  ; 
and  being  no  longer  very  young,  she  had 
retired  on  the  little  independance  she  had 
r3 
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gained,  and  she  jojfullj  became  the  asso- 
ciate of  her  lovely  pupil.  She  attended 
her  into  public ;  and  Geraldine  began  to 
enter  into  the  amusements  suited  to  her 
age  and  rank.  Philip  frequently  visited 
her,  and  she  appeared  to  have  reached 
the  very  brink  of  complete  happiness ; 
"when  she  again  met  with  new  distresses, 
and  in  some  respects  perhaps  more  severe 
than  any  she  had  before  known,  as  they 
were  entirely  mental. 

The  day  now  arrived  when  the 
Countess  was  to  receive  her  sentence; 
and  the  court  was  assembled  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  when  a  person  arrived  to  announce 
that  the  unhappy  woman  had  (to  avoid  a 
disgraceful  and  ignominious  sentence,) 
destroyed  herself  by  poison.  She  left  a 
letter  directed  to  Geraldine,  in  which  she 
thanked  her  for  the  exertions  she  had 
made  in  her  favour,  and  pointing  out  the 
gradations  by  which  she   had   been  led 
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from  error,  to  vice,  which  at  length  had 
driven  her  to  suicide,  she  conjured  her  to 
avoid  seductive  amusements,  and  unprin- 
cipled companions  ;  entreated  her  to 
forgive  the  misery  she  had  inflicted  on 
her ;  and  declared  she  died  repentant. 

Indeed,  during  her  imprisonments  she 
appeared  contrite,  and  had  desired  the 
attendance  of  a  worthy  man,  who  had 
once  been  her  father's  chaplain. 

''  Let  us  hope  her  repentance  came  not 
too  late,'*  said  Count  John,  when  Geral- 
dine  read  the  letter  to  him  ;  ''  and  let  us 
be  thankful,  she  was  allowed  time  to  review 
her  past  life,  and  to  manifest  contrition. 
And  yet,  after  all,  she  has  in  her  last  act 
committed  one  of  the  greatest  offences 
against  the  Deity.  It  is  not  for  us,  how- 
ever, to  judge  each  other  ;  and  she  is  be- 
yond our  approbation,  or  censure/* 
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Geraldine's  spirits  were  much  affected 
by  the  tragical  end  of  the  Countess;  and 
she  devoted  herself  constantly  to  her  uncle^ 
who  lived  the  most  retired  life  possible  ; 
and  never  joined  in  any  of  the  gaieties 
with  which  he  was  surrounded. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
add,  that  Jerome,  to  whose  mercy  Geral- 
dine  was  indebted  for  her  life,  was,  at  her 
earnest  desire  pardoned,  and  the  pro- 
secution against  him  suspended,  on  his 
promising  to  enter  the  army.  Distress 
had  originally  made  him  the  tool  of  his 
depraved  mistress ;  and  the  lenity  of 
Geraldine,  towards  him,  affected  him  so 
strongly,  that  he  afterwards  conducted 
himself  particularly  well :  and  in  his  old 
age  found  an  asylum  on  the  estate  of  the 
girl  whose  life  he  had  preserved. 

About  this  time  Philip,  who  had  been 
in  the  country  with  his  fater,  returned  to 
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Vienna ;    the  lovers   met   as    usual,  and 
their  attachment  seemed  every  day  to  en- 
crease  ;  when  one  evening,   that   he   was 
engaged  to  spend  at  the  Count's  hotel, 
he  arrived  much   later  than  his  appoint- 
ment,  and  there  was    a   coolness    in    his 
manner,    that    surprized    and     mortified 
Geraldine.    He  seemed  to  avoid  conversing 
with   her,  and  when  politeness  required 
his    addressing  her,  there   was  a  melan- 
choly, yet  indignant  brevity  in  all  he  said 
that   severely  wounded  her  feelings.     He 
paid  a  short  visit,   and  when  he  retired 
scarcely  wished  her  a  good  night  ;    yet 
there  was  no   cause,  Geraldine   thought^ 
for   all  this  change ;    she   therefore  per- 
suaded herself  some  trifling  indisposition 
might   occasion    a    depression    of  spirits 
w'  *ch  she  had  mistaken  for  coldness  ;  and 
she   endeavoured  to  compose  her  ruffled 
feelings,    and   retired   to  rest.     But   the 
busy  imagination  of   Geraldine    chaced 
away  sleep— she  recollected  that  if  he 


506  MEMOIHS    OF   THE 

was  really  sufficiently  indisposed,  to  oc^ 
casion  the  alteration  she  hadobserved/his 
situation  must  be  alarming  in  the  extreme, 
and  she  passed  a  long  night  in  all  the 
agony  of  suspense  and  apprehension. 

In  the  morning  she  arose  unrefreshed, 
and  melancholv  ;  and  as  she  was  descend- 
ing to  the  breakfast  room,  she  received  a 
little  note,  which  entirely  overpowered 
her.  It  was  from  Philip,  and  only  con- 
tained the  following  words  :— 

"  My  father  insisted  you 
should  see  something  more  of  the  world, 
before  you  united  yourself  by  indissoluble 
ties.  We  obeyed,  but  repined  at  this 
delay  to  our  wishes.— The  result  proves 
his  wisdom.  Geraldine  you  are  free — 
may  your  ultimate  choice  render  you 
more  happy  than  you  would  have   been, 

united  to 

''  Philip  Altenberg." 
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Amazed  and  shocked,  beyond  measure, 
Geraldine  returned  to  her  chamber ;  again 
she  read  the  laconic  note — it  was  unintel- 
ligible to  her— did  he  mean  to  represent 
himself  as  no  longer  attached,  or  did  he. 
doubt  her  constancy  ?  She  could  not 
determine  the  question  ;  and  when  a  ser- 
vant informed  her  the  breakfast  was  pre- 
pared, she  excused  herself  from  attending, 
declaring  she  had  a  cold,  and  head-ache, 
and  that  she  preferred  remaining  in  her 
chamber. 

When  the  servant  amiounced  the  indis- 
position of  his  young  lady,  to  her  uncle 
and  Madame  Armfeld,  the  former  said, 
smiling,  "  I  do  not  fancy  Geraldine 's 
illness  is  very  severe — Philip  has  just  sent 
me  a  note  to  apologize  for  breaking  his 
engagement  with  us  to  day,  as  he  is 
obhged  to  go  on  business  into  Switzer- 
landj  where  he  has  a  married  bister — pro- 
bably thi&  separation  affects  the  dear  girl's 
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head,   or   heart,   more  than  the  cold   of 
Avhich  she  complains/* 

Madame  Armfeld  agreed  there  wai 
much  probabilitj  the  Count  had  judged 
aright ;  but  when  Geraldine  appeared  at 
dinner,  she  looked  so  pale  and  dejected, 
her  attentive  friend  felt  really  apprehen- 
sive she  was  indisposed,  and  tenderly 
enquired  if  any  thing  was  the  matter. 
Geraidine  assured  her  nothing  more  than 
severe  cold  was  the  cause  of  her  altered 
appearance. 

Her  uncle  then  informed  her  of  the 
journey  her  lover  had  undertaken,  and 
kindly  telling  Geraldine  she  must  keep  up 
her  spirits,  as  he  would  undoubtedly 
return  by  the  time  the  Baron  had  ap- 
pointed for  their  union,  turned  the  con- 
versation to  general  topics. 

From  Madame  Saiutonge,  the  afflicted 
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girl  flattered  herself  she  might  hear  some 
explanation  of  her  lover's  extraordinary 
renunciation  of  her^  but  she  found  Maria 
in  equal  surprize^  as  herself,  at  the  sudden 
journey  of  her  brother ;  and  Geraldine 
dared  not  trust  herself  to  ask  any  very 
pointed  questions  on  the  subject. 

Fortunately  her  uncle  was,  at  this  time, 
so  much  engrossed  hy  business,  with  his 
lawyer  and  Monsieur  Starenberg,  he  did 
not  particulary  remark  the  dejection  of 
his  niece ;  and  to  her  other  friends  the 
absence  of  young  Altenberg  accounted 
for  her  loss  of  gaiety. 

Here  the  truth  of  an  historian  obliges 
us  to  confess  that  Geraldine's  conduct  had 
for  some  time  been  less  prudent  than 
formerly  ;  indeed  she  had  lately,  in  a 
mysterious  manner,  sometimes  held  a 
secret  conference  with  a  stranger,  but 
such  had  been  her  caution,  she  flattered 
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herself  these  meetings  were  not  suspected 
by  any  one,  and  she  therefore  felt  that  the 
departure  of  Philip^  could  not  be  at  all 
connected  with  her  stolen  interviews. 

The  place  of  meeting  was  a  low  grated 
window,  in  the  back  part  of  the  house^ 
which  being  large,  and  built  in  an  old  and 
inconvenient  style  of  architecture,  had 
spyer^l  breaks  and  projections  in  the  wall: 
one  of  which  projections  was  occasioned 
hy  a  light  closet  attached  to  a  room  on 
the  ground  floor,  and  at  this  window  she 
thought  the  stranger  might  converse  with 
her  unperceived,  in  consequence  of  the 
thickly  planted  shrubs  which  oversha- 
dowed it. 

In  this,  however,  Geraldine  was  mis- 
taken, as  indeed,  she  was  convinced,  about 
a  week  after  she  had  received  the  note, 
which  had  clouded  all  her  ilattering  pros- 
pects of  happiness.     At  the  appointed  hour 
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she  took  her  station  at  the^wiiidoWj  and^  as 
the  shades  of  night  advanced  apace^  was 
surprized  her  visitor  did  not  appear.  At 
length,  considering  that  something  must 
have  prevented  his  coming  that  evening, 
she  was  about  to  quit  the  place,  when  she 
perceived  some  one  approaching  through 
the  shrubs— supposing  it  to  be  the  person 
she  exp*icted,  Geraidine,  in  a  low  tone, 
pronounced  the  name  of Henry. 

*'  He  Is  not  here,  faithless  girl/*  said  a 
loud  voice.  Geraldine,  inexpressibly  ter- 
rified, darted  out  of  the  closet,  and  flew 
like  lightaing  to  her  chamber.  It  was 
long  befo/e  she  could  at  all  compose  her- 
self At  length,  however,  calming  her 
agitated  spirits,  she  began  to  consider 
who  coulJ  possibly  have  answered  her  so 
strangely. 

"  Alas  !"  she  exclaimed,  '^  how  odious 
is^    mystery !    already,    I    have    suffered 
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nearly  three  years  in  consequence  of  con- 
cealment^ and  now  again^,  I  am  the  victim 
of  a  secret.  Why  did  J  ever  consent  to 
this  absurd  secrecy  ?  Why  did  I  not  insist 
on  consulting  Philip  on  the  subject?  It  is 
no  longer  in  my  power  ;  and  I  am  become 
the  sport  of  some  prying,  ill-natured  ob- 
server, who  has  thus  contrived  to  point 
out  that  I  am  detected  ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  terrify  me  from  continuing  this  mys- 
terious practice." 

In  such  thoughts  she  passed  the  night, 
and  an  hour  before  the  breakfast  time, 
received  with  dismay,  a  summons  to  attend 
her  uncle  : — she  had  no  doubt  her  private 
meetings  had  been  betrayed,  and  with 
trembling  steps,  she  approached  the 
Count's  apartment. 

Her  uncle  was  sitting  near  a  table — on 
his  right  hand  sat  Starenberg — on  the  left, 
a  lawyer. 
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''Good  Heaven  !"  thought  Geraldine, 
''  will  my  uncle  expose  me  thus  to  his 
friend,  in  the  presence  of  a  stranger  ?" 

"  Come  hither  my  love/'  said  the  Count. 
She  approached  him,  pale — her  heart 
pal  pitating,  and  her  eyes  cast  on  the  ground. 
*'  You  must  be  aware/'  said  the  Count, 
"  how  tenderly  I  was  attached  to  my 
brother,  and  how  fondly  I  regard  his  child 
—  were  you  my  own  daughter  I  could  not 
love  you  better  :** — he  sighed,  '^  for  some 

time  I  have  discovered **  Geraldine, 

became  so  faint  she  could  not  stand  ;  her 
uncle  was  surprized.  ''  Have  T,  my  child, 
affected  you  too  much,  by  alluding  to  your 
father  ?  Forgive  me,  I  thought  you  had 
a  melancholy  pleasure  in  listening  to  my 
expressions  of  fraternal  affection/' 

'^  Indeed  I  have,  my  dear  Sir,*'  said 
Geraldine,  a  little  recovering  herself: — 
*'  but  I  thought 1  feared — — I  appre^ 
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hetided/' — — again   she    paused *'   I 

know  not  what  my  little  girl's  fear&  or 
apprehensions  may  be/'  said  the  Count, 
patting  her  cheek  ;  '*  but  I  wished  to  tell 
you,  I  have  for  some  time  discovered^  my 
days  of  grandeur^  and  love  of  splendour^ 
are  passed,  and  my  fortune  is  rather  a 
burthen  than  a  source  of  enjoyment  to  me ; 
my  health  is  feeble,  my  spirits  are  wasted, 
and  my  aversion  to  much  society  so  rooted, 
that  I  require  nothing  beyond  a  couple  of 
rooms,  a  tolerable  library,  and  a  sufficient 
income  to  enable  me  to  assist  some  of  my 
poorer  neighbours.  You  are  young,  and 
in  the  full  enjoyment  of  health,  and  are 
formed  to  be  an  ornament  to  society. 
These  considerations,  therefore,  have  in- 
duced me  to  give  you  immediate  possession 
of  all  the  property,  which  at  my  death, 
is  by  the  will  of  my  brother  your's,  and 
the  writings  are  at  this  moment  ready  to 
sign— with  this  promise,  that  you  engage 
to  permit  me  the  enjoyment  of  a  private 
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apartment  in  the  castle  of  Gotha,  whereby 
I  may  enjoy  your  society  during  the  re- 
mainder of  my  existence  ;  and  here  is  a 
paper  securing  me  such  an  income  as  will 
fully  meet  my  moderate  wishes ;  and  may 
you,  my  child,  live  to  enjoy  your  estates 
long — very  long,  after  I  cease  to  witness 
your  virtues  and  your  happiness  !** 

Geraldine  was  so  much  affected,  she 
could  not  speak  ;  tears,  at  length  came  to 
her  relief;  and,  in  language  the  most  ex- 
pressive, she  thanked  him  for  his  kindness ; 
but  entreated  he  would  still  retain  pos- 
session of  the  seat  of  his  ancestors,  assuring 
him,  she  had  not  the  least  desire  to  under- 
take the  arduous  task  of  conducting  so 
large  a  concern,  which  would  render  her 
conduct  so  important  to  the  welfare  of  a 
large  portion  of  her  neighbours. 

The  Count  assured  her,  he  thought  she 
would  acquit  herself  infinitely  better  in 
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her  elevated  station  than  he  could  do ;  and 
leminded  her,  she  would  have  the  benefit 
of  consulting  with  a  most  intelligent  and 
amiable  monitor.  ''  No  one/'  he  conti- 
nued, ''  is  more  happily  provided  in  that 
respect  than  yourself,  my  dearest  Geral* 
dine;  there  lives  not  a  more  excellent 
young  man,  than  Philip  Altenberg  ;  and, 
as  I  wish  to  see  you  happy  as  soon  as 
.possible,  I  have  requested  the  Baron  to 
renounce  his  determination,  and  agree  to 
your  speedy  union  : — he  has  consented, 
and  this  morning  will  send  a  letter  of 
recall  to  the  traveller/' 

^'  Oh !  no,  no  !  my  dear  Sir,"  ex- 
claimed Geraldine,  ''  I  conjure  you,  think 
no  more  of  my  marriage,  it  must  not 
take  place  at  present.  Ijtt  us,"  she  said, 
in  a  hurried  tone,  ''  speak  of  the  affairs  of 

Gotha,  of  any  thing,  rather '*     She 

stopped;    the   recollection   she   was   not 
alone  with  her  uncle,  recalled  her  usual 
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presence  of  mind ;  she  took  up  one  of  the 
papers,  and  the  Count  perceiving  there 
was  some  coolness  between  herself  and 
Philip,  changed  the  conversation,  by 
desiring  her  to  sign  the  deeds. 

''  May  I/'  said  she,  *'  request  a  pri\'ate 
interview  with  you,  before  you  put  your 
whole  property  into  the  hands  of  another  ?" 
The  Count  instantly  arose  from  his  seat, 
and  taking  Geraldine  by  the  hand,  led  her 
into  another  apartment.  ''  Now,  my  little 
girl,  I  am  ready,"  said  her  uncle,  "  to 
hear  all  your  objections  to  accepting  a 
present  advantage,  instead  of  a  future 
heritage;  surely,  you  cannot  be  too  proud 
to  receive  a  gift  from  so  near  a  relation  as 
myself?" 

'*  Very  far  from  it,"  replied  Geraldine ; 
'^  I  know  the  gratification  you  will  derive 
from  this  act  of  generosity,  and  my  only 
objection  to  your  putting  your  benevolent 

VOL.  U*  L 
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intention  into  immediate  execution  is^  that 
I  wish  you  to  bestow  a  portion  of  jour 
property  on  others." 

''  That/*  said  the  Count,  "  is  out  of 
the  question  :  Roxalana  has  enough,  and 
there  is  no  other  for  wiiom  you  can 
intend  to  apply,  at  least  I  think  not ; 
besides  which  I  have  no  right  to  dispose 

of "     *'  Forgive  my  interrupting 

you,  my  dear  uncle;  but,  indeed,  there  is 
one  for  whom  I  am  interested ;  and 
whom  I  hope  you  will  consider/' 

Count  Wurtzburg  expressed  much 
curiosity  to  know  to  whom  she  could 
allude ;  and  Geraldine  began  her  recital 
in  the  following  manner : — 
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CHAP.  xxr. 


*^' About  five  weeks  ago,  Madame 
Armfeld,  being  somewhat  indisposed, 
was  prevented  accompanying  me  to  the 
chapel ;  and  I  therefore  went  alone.  On 
my  return,  I  was  accosted  by  a  youth, 
who,  in  a  diffident  and  hurried  man- 
ner, enquired  if  he  had  not  the  honor 
of  addresssing  the  niece  of  Count  John  of 
Wurtzburg. 

"  I  bowed.— *^  Pardon  my  presump- 
tion,   Madame,'   said  the  stranger,   *  in 
requesting  a  fe^v  minutes  private  conver- 
sation with  you.     Filial  duty  has  driven 
I-  2 


fSO  MEMOIUS    OF   THE      " 

me  to  this  step;  and  I  trust  my  motive 
will  excuse  my  daring  to  take  the 
liberty. 

''  There  was  something  which  interest- 
ed me  strangely  in  the  youth  ;   and  look- 
ing more  attentively  on  him^  I  thought 
I  recognized  his  countenance  :    '  Surely  I 
am  much  deceived/  said  I,  ^  or  I  behold 
in  you,  my  cousin^  Henry  de  Gustrow,' 
He  sighed  ;  ^  1  am,  indeed,  the  eldest  son 
of  Johanna/  he   replied ;     '  no   wonder 
you  appear   disturbed  by  my  presence  ; 
but  believe  me,  although  she  is  my  parent, 
I  am  perfectly  aware  of  her  errors,  and 
blush   for   her   crimes.     Still   I   am  her 
child,  and  cannot  see  her  misery  without 
exerting  myself  to  save  her.     Will  you/ 
he  added  with  energy,  '  knowing  me  to  be 
the  child  of  her,  who  has  so  cruelly  per- 
secuted   you,    grant  me   a    private    in- 
terview ?       I   know  how    severely    my 
request  must  put  your  magnanimity,  your 
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candour^  and  your  generosity,  to  the  test  - 
but  let  me  hope  you  will  not  judge  me 
by  the  actions  of  those  to  whom  I  owe 
my  birth.  There  was  a  time/  he  con- 
tinued, '  when,  in  childhood,  we  occasi- 
onally met;  and  at  that  time^  I  trusty  none 
of  your  family  considered  me  undeserving, 
or  ill-disposed,' 

"  While  he  spoke  I  could  not  but  re- 
collect the  amiable  boy^  who  used  some- 
times to  accompany  his  parents  on  their 
annual  visits  to  my  father.  Wc  were 
nearly  of  an  age ;  and  I  remember  often 
hearing  my  father  say,  he  hoped  Henry 
might  turn  out  a  worthy,  and  ingenuous 
young  man ;  although  the  offspring  of 
parents,  the  reverse  of  all  he  considered 
admirable  in  man,  or  captivating  in  wo- 
man. 

''These  considerations,  added  to  his 
earnest  manner,   tempted   me  to  inform 
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him,  lie  might  accompany  me  to  your 
housC;,  where  he  could  speak  without  fear 
of  interruption,  '  Not  for  the  world/ 
said  he:  '  should  the  Count  see  and  recol- 
lect, me  I  am  ruined.  Is  it  impossible  to 
speak  with  you  elswhere  ? — Oh  !  I  con- 
jure you,  by  all  you  hold  most  dear,  to 
think  of  some  plan  of  conversing  with  me 
secretly,  on  the  subject  of  my  wretched 
mother.  If  1  dared/  he  continued,  hesi- 
tatingly, '  to  point  out  the  means  by 
which  you  might  indulge  me  with  a 
private  conference,  without  risk  of  disco- 
Very,  I  think  I  know  of  a  spot  which  might 
answer  the  purpose' — he  paused.  1  desi- 
red he  would  communicate  his  idea  to  me 
immediately.  He  then  told  me,  that 
having  once  remained  some  months  in 
Vienna,  his  commander  had  resided  in  the 
same  house  we  now  occupy;  and  that  he 
remembeied  a  window  in  the  back  part  of 
the  house,  at  which  we  might  safely  con- 
verse.    You  will;,  I  fear,  think  me  impru- 
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dentj  my  dear  uncle ;  but  I  felt  I  might 
depend  upon  him,  and  I  consented  to 
meet  my  cousin  on  the  following  evening 
at  the  place  he  appointed.  He  instantly 
hurried  from  me,  declaring  he  was  in  the 
utmost  danger  should  he  be  observed,  and 
I  returned  home. 

"  I  confess  I  was  uneasy,  as  the  hour 
of  my  assignation  drew  near,  and  I  resol- 
ved to  communicate  the  step  I  had  been 
induced  to  take  to  Philip  Altenberg, 
immediately  on  his  return  from  th« 
country. 

*'  No  sooner  had  the  clock  struck  the 
appointed  hour,  than,  with  a  palpitating 
heart,  I  quitted  my  chamber,  and  hasten- 
ed to  the  window  of  the  closet — it  was 
impossible  to  have  imagined  any  place 
where  we  were  less  likely  to  be  interrupt- 
ed— Henry  was  already  there.  *  How  can 
I,   my  dear   Madam,'     said   he,    '  ever 
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sufficiently  express  my  gratitude  for  this 
condescension?  never  can  I  do  justice  to 
my  feeliugs  on  the  occasion ;  but  my  time 
is  so  limitted^  I  must  instantly  communi- 
cate what  has  induced  my  present  intru- 
sion» 

'  You  J  no  doubts  remember  that,  when 
quite  a  child,  my  ideas  all  tended  towards 
a  military  life.  As  I  advanced  in  life  I 
vainly  endeavoured  to  prevail  with  my 
mother  to  place  me  in  the  army.  She 
objected,  on  the  ground  that  the  pre- 
sumptive heir  to  Gotha,  was  of  too  much 
consequence,  wantonly  to  put  his  life  in 
danger.  So  great  was  ray  mortification 
on  these  occasions,  that  I  often,  in  the 
bitterness  of  disappointment,  regretted  I 
was  not  born  to  less  brilliant  prospects  ; 
since  my  elevated  station  was  considered  a 
barrier  to  my  serving  my  country,  and 
.  building  my  credit  and  consequence  in  the 
world   on   my   own    good  conduct  and 
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exertion,  rather  tban  on  the  fortuitous 
advantages  of  birth  and  fortune.  Little 
did  I  then  think  the  period  was  fast  ap- 
proaching, when  I.  must  not  only  gain 
reputation^  but  must  endeavour,  by  my 
own  merit,  to  wipe  off  the  stain  of  that 
disgrace  into  which  the  errors  of  my 
parents  have  plunged  me. 

''It  is  two  years  since  my  mother  (per- 
haps becoming  apprehensive  of  the  issue 
of  the  law-suit, )  gave  a  reluctant  consent 
to  my  becoming  a  soldier  : — that  was  the 
happiest  moment  in  my  life.  Alas !  how 
soon  has  that  happiness  been  clouded. 

'^I  was  thus  in  a  situation  calculated  to 
gratifymy  love  of  fame;  and  I  flattered  my- 
self, Henry  de  Gustrow  might  be  remem- 
bered in  future  ages,  as  a  valiant  and  succe€s- 
ful  defender  of  his  country.  Impressed  with 
these  sentiments,  I  gave  much  satisfaction 
to  my  commander,  who  honoured  me  with 
l8 


22G  MEMOIRS    OF   THE 

great  consideration ;  and  often  predicted 
future  honors  for  me  About  six  months 
ago  I  received  an  afflicting  letter  from  my 
mother^  informing  me  she  was  in  the  utmost 
destress  and  desiring .' 

^' At  thismomentthe  church  clock  struck 
eight.  Henry  started.  ^  It  is  impos- 
sible— totally  impossible  for  me  to  remain 
one  moment  longer/  said  he ;  '  nor  can 
I  return  again  till  next  Friday.  May  I 
hope  you  will  then  indulge  me  with  ano- 
ther interview  ?'  I  consented^  and  we 
parted.  Great  was  my  curiosity  to  know 
thefateof  Johanna^  and  I  thought  the  time 
of  my  cousin's  absence  long.  He  wa» 
very  punctual  to  his  engagement^  and  con- 
tinued his  discourse  in  these  words:— 

**  My  mother  had  informed  me^  by  a 
person  who  had  undertaken  to  convey  a 
letter  to  me,  that  she  was  in  the  utmost 
distress^*  anddesired  to  see  me  immediately : 
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she  was  at  a  town  more  than  forty  miles 
distant  from  our  quarters.  I  immediately 
repaired  to  my  commanding  officer^,  not 
doubting  he  would  instantly  permit  me  to 
visit  my  mother.  Judge  of  my  disap- 
pointment on  being  informed,  no  one  was^ 
on  any  pretence,  to  quit  his  quarters.  I 
returned  to  my  lodging,  and  again  read 
the  letter ; — urged  by  my  fondness  for  a 
parent,  who,  though  she  had  conducted 
herself  most  reprehensibly,  was  always 
kind  to  her  children,  I  quitted  the  town 
privately,  and  hastened  with  all  the  rapidity 
my  horse  could  carry  me,  to  the  place 
where  ray  mother  had  ordered  me  to  attend 
her. 

'^  How  can  I  describe  the  state  in  which 
I  found  her.  The  once  beautiful,  haughty, 
and  elegant  owner  of  Gotha,  was  reduced 
to  become  the  inhabitant  of  one  small 
chamber, — she  was  in  bed,  and  attended 
only  by  my  brother,  a  boy  of  ten  yeaj» 
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of  age :  a  violent  fit  of  illness  had 
despoiled  her  beauty,  and  deprived  her 
almost  of  the  power  of  moving.  She 
raised  herself  in  her  bed,  on  my  approach, 
and  informed  me  of  the  dreadful  events 
which  had  just  been  brought  to  light: 
and  when  I  expressed  by  my  countenance 
how  much  I  was  affected,  ( for  though  I 
commanded  my  words,  and  would  not  for 
the  world  upbraid  my  wretched  parent, 
I  could  not  disguise  my  feelings  so  per- 
fectly as  to  prevent  their  appearing)  she 
said  in  an  authoritative  voice,  Henry,  re- 
proach me  not;  it  was  for  your  sake  I 
involved  myself  in  all  these  horrors : — now 
pity  and  assist  me  here.*  Henry  paused, 
*  Ah  1  Madam,'  said  he,  '  you  can  never 
know  the  hlush  of  shame  for  guilty 
parents— it  is  the  bitterest  pang  I  have 
ever  experienced.*  My  cousin  wiped  a 
tear  from  his  cheek.  He  then  continued  : 
'  My  mother  proceeded  toiiif')rm  me,  that 
in  her  flight,  she  had  carried  off  a  few 
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articles  of  plate  and  jewels,  which  might 
supply  her  wants  till  she  could  reach  my 
father's  property,  which  you  know  lies 
at  some  distance  from  Gotha—that  she 
had  written  to  a  man  svho  had  been  em- 
ployed as  a  steward,  to  remit  her  some 
money  ;  but  that  in  his  answers  he  coolly 
announced,  that,  having  advanced  large 
sums  of  money  to  Monsieur  de  Gustrow, 
which  there  appeared  no  chance  of  reco- 
vering, he  had  considered  it  a  duty  to  his 
family  to  re-pay  himself,  ant^  that  he  had 
in  consequence  seized  my  father's  estate, 
which,  though  now  greatly  rfduced,  (for 
he  had  long  since  sold  many  parts  of  it,) 
she  had  hoped  would  have  been  sufficient 
to  support  herself  and  little  boy  decently. 

'*  Affliction,  grief,  and  disappointment, 
had,  she  said,  brought  her  in  the  brink  of 
the  grave;  and  she  had  already  parted 
with  the  few  articles  she  had  possessed  ; 
and  she  CO  lie  iuded  by  saying.  Henry,  *  such 
is  my  absolute  poverty,  tball^aca  without 
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the  means  even  of  defraying  the  expence 
of  the  pitiful  chamber  in  which  you 
behold  me/ 

^'  How  bitterly  I  regret  my  youthful 
profusion.  Accustomed  to  believe  myself 
born  to  an  ample  fortune^  I  had  never 
.checked  my  expences ;  so  that  I  had  the 
mortification  of  finding  it  impossible  to 
do  more  than  relieve  her  immediate  wants. 

'^  I  proposed  applying  to  a  relation  of 
my  father's  at  Munich;  but  she  told  me, 
she  had  already  informed  him  of  her  sad 
state,  and  had  received  a  peremptory  order 
never  again  to  address  him^  either  directly 
or  indirectly — loading  her  at  the  same 
time  with  severe  reproaches. 

*'  It  then  occurred  to  me^,  that  parental 
tenderness  might  induce  my  grandfather  to 
make  her  some  allowance,  and  I  entreated 
she  would  permit  me  to  request  his  as- 
sistance. 
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^'Ai  the  mention  of  her  father,  she  started 
from  her  pillow^  and  looking  at  me — furj 
flashing  from  her  eyes — she  seized  my  arm : 
'Boy!*  said  she,  in  a  frantic  tone,  'as 
you  value  my  blessing an,d  dread  my  curse, 
beware  of  applying  to  Count  John  of 
Wurtzburg ;  sooner  would  I  die  and  see 
my  children  starving  around  me,  than  he 
should  ever  know  more  of  me.'  Then, 
in  a  more  gentle  voice,  she  added, — '  Re- 
member, Henry,  I  forbid  you  again  men- 
tioning my  injured  parent.' 

'^  Finding  I  could  not  prevail,  I  quitted 
her,  promising,  if  possible,  to  return  again 
shortly  with  a  fresh  supply.  Alas!  I 
forgot  a  soldier  w:as  not  master  of  his 
actions,  till  I  was  most  severely  reminded 
of  it  on  returning  to  my  comrades,  as  I 
was  instantly  put  into  confinement.  Thus, 
I  continued  two  days  :  on  the  third,  my 
commander  sent  for  me,  and  desired  to 
know  what  had  induced  me  to  shew  coo* 
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tempt  of  orders,  so  peremptorily  given}  I 
assured  him,  nothing  but  the  dangerous 
illness  of  my  mother  could  have  actuated 
me  to  so  improper  a  step  ;  (her  poverty  I 
was  ashamed  to  mention  : )  and  my  kind 
officer  promised  to  overlook  this  my  first 
fault,  provided  I  was  never  found  more 
than  five  miles  from  ray  quarters  for  one 
year.  He  then  dismissed  me,  and  I  re- 
solved to  endeavour  to  obey  him,  and  by 
my  frugality,  I  flattered  myself,  I  might 
hope  to  support  my  unfortunate  parent, 
and  I  made  her  several  small  remittances. 

''  About  a  week  ago,  1  again  heard  from 
her ;  she  was  more  distressed  than  ever. 
The  persons  engaged  to  guard,  and  if 
possible,  restore  my  father  from  his  cala- 
mitous situation,  (of  which  no  doubt  you 
are  aware,)  having  discovered  ray  mother's 
retreat,  had  insisted  on  her  paying  the 
sum  due  to  them,  and  threatened  to  return 
him  to  her  care  should  she  not  instantly 
satisfy  them. 
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*'  More  than  ever  did  I  deplore  my 
mother's  blind  infatuation  in  forbidding 
any  application  to  the  Count ;  and  I  was 
often  tempted  to  disobey  her  ;  but  I  knew 
her  violence,  and  dreaded  her  resentment. 

"  Once  more  I  ventured  to  disobey  my 
commander,  although  all  my  future  hopes 
must  be  blasted  if  I  am  discovered.  I  had 
often  heard  of  the  virtues  of  my  cousin^ 
and  I  resolved  to  request  your  aid,  having 
been  informed  you  possess  the  raeans^  as 
well  as  the  wish,  to  relieve  misery.' 

*'  Here  Henry  ceased  speaking.  I  re- 
gretted the  atfairs  were  not  yet  settled  so 
as  to  put  any  considerable  sum  of  money 
in  my  disposal.  I  told  him  exactly  how 
I  was  situated,  but  said  I  would  mention 
the  circumstance  to  the  young  Baron  Al- 
tenberg,  who  I  was  sure  would  readily 
assist  me  in  procuring  such  a  supply  as 
might  be  worth  his  accepting.  Henry 
entreated  I  would  not,   on  any  account. 
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communicate  with  Philip  on  tlie  subject^ 
as  he  knew  his  strict  notions  of  military 
discipline,  and  was  confident]  Altenberg 
would  consider  it  a  duty  to  inform  his  com- 
mander of  the  repeated  acts  of  disobe- 
dience ;  and  so  great  was  his  dread  of  being 
disgTaced  and  discarded  from  the  army, 
that  he  would  not  quit  the  place  till  I  had 
solemnly  promised  not  to  betray  him.  He 
then  left  me^  after  I  had  told  him  that  I 
thought  his  most  prudent  measure  would 
be  that,  of  once  more  representing  to  his 
mother  the  hope  he  entertained,  that  the 
Count  would  listen  to  his  application 
favourably,  should  she  be  disposed  to 
consent  to  such  a  step.  Henry  then  agreed 
to  write  to  her  on  the  subject,  and  pro- 
mised, that  day  week  he  would  again  attend 
me. 

^' On  the  following  day  Philip  Alten- 
berg  returned  to  Vienna,  and  it  was  very 
difficult  for  me  to  remain  silent  on  the 
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subject  of  the  evening-  assignations  I  had 
twice  held ;  but  I  remembered  the  entrea- 
ties of  Henrv,  and  did  not  betray  him; 
and  the  departure  of  Philip  for  Switzer- 
land has  now  rendered  it  quite  impossible. 

*'  Last  night  was  the  time  1  expected  my 
cousin;  till  yesterday  I  vainly  endeavoured 
to  think  of  some  mode  of  assisting  Johanna, 
should  she  still  persevere  in  her  obstinate 
refusal  of  applying  to  you  ;  but  my  mind 
was  not  sufficiently  composed :  I  mean, 
my  plans  were  not  sufficiently  settled — the 
Count  smiled — Geraldine  blushed. 

*'  It  was  not  till  yesterday,  my  dear 
uncle,  that  I  recollected,  although  Henry 
was  bound  to  silence  I  was  at  liberty  to 
speak,  and  I  determined  last  night  to  im- 
part to  my  cousin  the  reflections  of  the 
day.  With  hurried  steps  I  advanced  to 
the  window;  evening  closed  in,  and  he 
did  not  appear.     At  length,  concluding  he 
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was  prevented  by  military  duty  from 
attending  me;  I  was  quitting  the  places 
when  I  heard  a  slight  rustling  among  the 
shrubs  ;  not  doubting  it  was  my  cousin  ;  I 
called  him  in  a  low  tone^  when  to  my 
great  dismay  I  was  answered  by  a  strange 
voice  !  impelled  by  my  fears^  I  hastened 
to  my  chamber  without  enquiring  who 
spoke :  thus  was  I  prevented  conversing 
with  my  cousin  last  night.  Who  could 
have  answered  me  1  know  not ;  but  I  think 
Henry  was  not  at  the  window  afterwards; 
as  I  know  he  must  be  in  his  lodgings  at 
an  early  hour.  This  morning,  on  hearing 
you  wished  to  see  me,  I  feared  the  intruder 
might  have  given  you  intimation  of  my 
secret  assignations,  and  it  was  the  appre- 
hension of  having  incurred  your  displea- 
sure, that  affected  me  in  a  manner  to  excite 
your  surprise. 

'^  On  hearing  your  generous  proposal, 
I  conld  not  endure  the  idea  of  your  put- 
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ting  it  out  of  your  power  to  provide  for 
your  daughter,  and  her  family ;  and  resol- 
ved, even  without  Henry's  approbation, 
to  disclose  his  secret  to  you." 

*'  Dear  lovely  girl/'  said  the  Count, 
tenderly  embracing  her,  ''  I  see  all  the 
delicacy  of  your  motive;  you  think  it  will 
mortify  my  proud  daughter,  to  receive 
assistance  from  yourself,  and  you  wish  to 
give  me  an  opportunity  of  proving,  I  can 
forgive  the  cruelties  I  have  endured.  I 
shall,  however,  conclude,  what  I  have 
already  determined  to  do  :  the  income  I 
have  kept  will  be  sufficient  to  enable  me 
to  do  all  that  is  necessary  or  desirable 
for  Johanna;  and,  indeed,  were  I  to  re- 
tain the  property,  I  have  no  right  beyond 
the  annual  revenue ;  so  that  1  could  not 
even  then  command  any  ready  money. 

*'  Now  we  will  return,  and  make  an 
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end  of  this  business ;  I  am  impatient  to 
see  you  actual  mistress  of  Goiha." 

Geraldine  was  unwilling    to  sign  the 
papers^  till  she  recollected  it  would  be  in 
her  power^  bj  presenting  her  uncle  with 
a   considerable  sum,   to   assist    Johanna 
more  effectually,   than  her  uncle  could 
have  done,  even  had  he  retained  the  estate; 
and  thus  also  enable  him  to  reward   the 
filial  piety  of  her  gallant  cousin,  without 
humiliating  them,  by  her  appearing  in  the 
character  of  their  benefactress.      Delight- 
ed as  she  was  in  the  idea,  and  no  doubt 
well  pleased  to  find  herself  in  possession 
of  the  long  litigated  property,  Geraldine 
was  a  prey  to  inward   grief  and  disap- 
dointment.     That  she  had  been  observed 
in  her  private  interviews  with  young  de 
Gustrow,  was  no  longer  to  be  doubted ; 
and  she  began  to  think  it  possible  Philip 
might  have  heard  of  the  circumstance, 
and  have  been,   in  consequence^  induced 
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to  wrif^  the  note  which  had  filled  her 
with  soncw,  and  robbed  her  of  her  peace 
of  mind,  and  all  her  future  hopes.  She 
was,  however,  too  proud  to  attempt  any 
ex|>lanationwith  him;  she  considered  her- 
self tlie  oftended  person,  and  resolved  not 
to  make  any  advances  towards  a  reconcili- 
ation ;  indeed,  when  she  reflected  on  the 
open  manner,  in  which  she  had  always 
treated  him,  she  felt  piqued  and  indig- 
nant at  his  so  readily  admitting  the  idea 
of  her  direliction. 

The  'Count  observed,  with  concern, 
that  all  his  endeavours  to  render  his  be- 
loved niece  happy,  were  ineffectual ;  he 
had  several  times,  since  the  departure  of 
Philip,  endeavoured  to  lead  Geraldine  to 
some  explanation,  respecting  the  coolness 
that  appeared  to  subsist  between  them  ; 
but  she  always  answered  him  easily  ;  and 
as  he  was  a  man  of  little  exertion^  he 
ceased  to  speak  on  the  subject. 
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Geraldine  consulted  with  her  uncle  ok 
the  line  of  conduct  he  wished  to  pursue 
towards  his  grandson  ;  and  the  Count, 
who  really  wished  to  see  the  youth,  desi* 
red  her,  as  she  did  not  know  the  name  of 
the  place  where  he  then  resided,  to  meet 
him  once  more,  and  introduce  him  to  his 
grandfather. 

Geraldine  knew  the  earliest  day  oh 
which  she  was  likely  to  see  him ;  and 
attended  by  her  uncle,  she,  with  a  joy-free 
heart,  entered  the  closet  as  soon  as  the'^ 
hour  of  Henry's  usual  approach  drew 
near. 

'^  We  must  be  in  the  dark,  my  dear. 
Sir,*'  said  she,  "  or  Henry  will  not  dare 
to  advance."  To  this  the  Count  wil- 
lingly consented;  and  they  sat  together 
nearly  half  an  hour  in  anxious  impa- 
tience. 
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^'  Surely/'  said  Geraldine,  '^  I  hear 
some  one  approach  ?'*  Her  uncle  drew 
nearer  the  window.: — No  one,  however, 
appeared.  At  length  the  name  of  Geral- 
dine  was  pronounced,  '^  Oh  !  my  dear 
cousin/'  cried  the  animated  girl ;  *'  how 
sincerely  do  I  rejoice  you  are  arrived."  At 
th  is  moment  a  violent  noise  was  heard  among 
the  shrubs;  and  some  one  seizing  the  youth 
roughly  by  the  arm,  exclaimed,  villain  ! 
defend  yourself— you  gain  your  Geraldine 
only  through  my  death; — we  will  see 
which  best  deserves  her.  Geraldine  and 
ber  uncle,  filled  with  alarm,  hurried  from 
the  closet,  and  the  Count  emailing  loudly 
for  lights,  hastened  with  the  affrighted 
girl  to  the  garden  :  there  they  found  two 
persons  in  close  combat ;  and,  as  the  ser- 
vants advanced  with  torches,  the  Count 
and  Geraldine  perceived  Henry  was  en^ 
gaged  with  Philip  Altenberg. 
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Geraldiae  uttered  a  fearful  shriek^  and 
sunk  swooning  on  the  ground — the  Count 
rushed  between  the  combatants,  and  in  an 
authoritative  tone,  commanded  them  to 
cease  from  the  desperate  affray.  At  the 
moment  he  spoke,  Philip  fell,  severely 
wounded.  Henry  instantly  dropt  his 
sword,  and  approaching  his  prostrate  foe, 
"  Heaven  is  my  witness  \"  he  exclaimed, 
^'  you  have'drawn  this  on  yourself— all  I 
have  done  has  been  in  self-defence/*  Then 
turning  to  his  grandfather,  unconscious 
whom  addressed,  he  said,  *'  may  I  entreat 
Sir,  you  will  allow  this  unfortunate  man 
to  be  conveyed  into  your  house.  For  my- 
self^ I  have  been  the  sport  of  fortune  ever 
since  my  birth  ;  and  innocent  as  I  am  of 
all  this  evil,  my  misfortunes  are  now  com- 
pleat,  and  I  am  ruined  past  redemption," 
"  Perhaps,'*  said  the  Count,  taking  his 
arm,  ^'  Heaven  may  yet  be  merciful ;  and 
should  that  rash  youth  survive,  happiness 
may  possibly  await  you/'     He  then  took 
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the  passive  Henry  by  the  arm,  and  fol- 
lowed the  servants,  who  were  bearini^  the 
wounded  Philip^  and  insensible  Geraldine, 
to  the  house. 


M  S 
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XT  was  on  this  occasion  that  the  judg- 
ment and  good  sense  of  Madame  Aniiteld, 
were  peculiarly  serviceable :  she  alone 
was'sufficiently  composed  to  reflect,  and 
the  result  of  her  presence  of  mind  was 
beneficial  in  the  highest  degree  to  all 
parties. 

No  sooner  was  medical  assistance  pro- 
cured for  Philip,  and  the  afflicted  Geral- 
dine  restored  to  herself,  than  Madame 
Armfeld^  consigning  the  former  to  the  care 
of  the  surgeon,  and  the  latter  to  that  of  her 
waiting-woman,  sought  the  Count  and  his 
grandson.  She  was  already  aware  of  the 
relationship  between  them,  as  the  Count 
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and  Geraldine  had  admitted  tier  to  their 
confidence  :  she  was,  therefore,  fully  ser. 
sible  of  the  danger  Henry's  detention 
must  occasion  him,  and  she  determined  to 
lose  no  time  in  reminding;  him,  some  step 
must  immediately  be  taken  to  ensure  the 
lenity  of  his  commander. 

When  she  entered  the  apartment  where 
Count  John  and  young  De  Gustrow  were 
anxiously  waiting  the  decision  of  the  sur- 
geon, she  perceived  an  explanation  had 
already  taken  place:  indeed,  had  she  been 
less  discerning,  the  introduction  of  Henry 
by  the  Count,  as  his  grandson,  would 
have  removed  all  doubt.  After  informing 
them  the  surgeon  had  not  ytt  pronounced 
his  opinion  of  the  state  in  which  he  found 
his  patient,  she  told  the  Count  she  thought 
he  ought  immediately  to  dispatch  a  mes- 
senger to  Henry's  quarters,  with  an  excuse 
for  his  non-appearance.  The  Count  was 
instantly  struck  with  the  propriety  of  this 
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measure,  and  thanking  her  for  her  pru- 
dent advice,  requested  she  would  add  to 
the  obligation,  by  writing  in  his  nan[)e  to 
the  General. 

As  much  explanation  and  palliation 
of  this  repetition  of  disobedience  would 
unquestionably  be  necessary,  Madame 
Armfeld,  merely  informed  the  commander, 
that  some  extraordinary  events  had  just 
occurred,  inconsequence  of  which  DeGus- 
trow  was  ^detained  in  Vienna ;  but  that 
the  Count  of  Wurtzburg  would,  with  per- 
mission, take  an  'sarly  opportunity  of  wait- 
ing on  the  General,  when  he  would  fully 
explain  all  particulars  respecting  this 
jsingular  occurrence ;  till  which  time  the 
Count  solicited  he  would  not  form  any 
severe  judgment  on  the  youth. 

The  Count  was  much  satisfied  with 
Madame  Armfeld's  note,  and  instantly 
dispatched  a  servant  with  it.     ^'  I  trust. 
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my  dear  boy,'*  said  he  to  Henry,  ''  this 
will  prevent  the  ill  effects  of  your  im- 
prudent conduct ;  and  the  moment  poor 
Philip's  fate  is  decided,  I  will  myself  visit 
your  officer;  and  I  have  great  hopes  I  shall 
succeed  in  moderating  the  displeasure 
your  disobedience  of  orders  must,  most 
justly  have  drawn  upon  you." 

''  I  am  inexpressibly  obliged  to  you. 
Sir/'  said  Henry ;  ''  but,  alas  !  I  fear 
even  your  kind  interference  will  not 
avail.  My  disgrace  I  consider  inevitable; 
I  will  not,  however,  encrease  your  uneasi- 
ness by  my  own  selfish  fears;  surely  the 
medical  gentleman  must,  by  this  time, 
have  formed  his  judgment.  Little  did  I 
guess  the  person  who  attacked  me  was  the 
last  man  in  the  world  1  would  injure; 
what  will  my  gentle  cousin  think  of  the 
ungrateful  return  I  seemed  to  have 
made  for  her  benevolent  exertions  in  my 
favor?" 
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'*"  That  need  cause  you  no  apprehen- 
sion/' replied  the  Couut;  "  we  all  know 
you  were  compelled  to  defend  yourself: 
and  your  cousin  was  herself  a  witness  of 
the  attack/*  While  he  was  speaking  the 
surgeon  entered;  by  the  dejection  they 
observed  in  his  manner;  they  instantly 
perceived  he  brought  no  satisfactory  ac 
count  or  Altenberg :  with  a  faultering 
voice^  Henry  entreated  he  would  tell  them 
his  real  opinion,  and  was  overwhelmed 
with  sorrow,  on  hearing  there  were  very 
faint  prospects  of  a  recovery. 

Philip  was  still  insensible,-  and  the 
Baron,  with  his  daughter,  were  arrived. 
Great  was  the  afHiction  of  the  worthy 
father,  when  he  beheld  his  only  son,  ap- 
pareiitly  in  the  agonies  of  death  ;  the 
Baron  had  believed  him  to  be  at  the 
Maeson  Mireville,  and  he  could  hardly 
credit  the  servant  who  had  arrived  in 
breathless  haste,  to  summon  him  to  attend 
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Philip.  Geraldine's  grief  was  silent ;  but 
acute  even  to  agony.  She  entered  the 
chamber  of  the  wounded  man^  and  throw- 
ing herself  into  the  arms  of  Madame 
Saintonge,  wept  on  her  friendly  bosom. 
The  relief  was  salutary ;  and  seating  her-^ 
self  by  the  bed-side,  she  watched  the 
changes  in  her  insensible  lover,  with  in- 
expressible anguish  of  mind.  For  three 
days  he  remained  without  any  prospect 
of  amendment;  sometimes,  indeed,  he 
revived  for  a  moment,  but  it  was  only  to 
pronounce  the  name  of  Geraldine;  and  he 
then  again  sunk  into  alarming  insensi- 
bility. On  the  fourth  day,  the  surgeon 
observed  a  favourable  change  ;  the  wound 
which  was  in  the  side,  appeared  to  be  in 
a  more  promising  state,  and  the  fever 
somewhat  abated.  As  extreme  quiet  was 
essential!}-  necessary  to  his  recovery,  and, 
Philip  was  become  perfectly  sensible, 
the  surgeon  judged  it  prudent,  his  patient 
should  isee  as  few  persons  as  possible,  and 

ft!    S 


250  MEMOIRS    OF    THE 

he  therefore  requested  all  the  party,  ex- 
cept Madame  Armfeld  and  Maria,  would 
quit  him,  till  be  was  in  a  state  to  bear  the 
exertion  of  speaking  to  those  whose  pre- 
sence must  very  much  affect  him.  For^- 
tunately  the  surgeon  had  used  so  much 
caution,  that  Philip  had  not  distinguished 
either  his  father  or  Geraldine  among  bis 
attendants  :  and  when  be  enquired  for 
,  them,  he  was  told  bis  father  was  gone  to 
Altenberg,  and  that  Geraldine  was  with 
Monsieur  and  Madame  Gourdon ;  but 
both  would  probably  arrive  in  a  few  days* 
**  My  kind  father  svill,  no  doubt,'*  said 
the  wounded  man,  ''  visit  me ;  but  Geral-  * 

dine-- — "  he  sighed  tleeply.    '*She  is,'* 

said  Maria,  ''  as  amiable  and  as  lovely 
as  ever  ;  and  will,  I  am  sure,  rejoice  in 
your  recovery.  But,  indeed,  my  dear 
brother/'  added  she,  observing  how  vio- 
lently he  was  affected,  ''  I  must  not  speak 
on  such  subjects  at  present."  Then 
closing   the   curtain,   she  told   him   she    ^ 
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would  shortly  return  to  him  ;  and  she 
quitted  the  chamber  to  preclude  the  pos- 
sibility of  his  questioning  her  further. 

No  sooner  was  it  possible  to  quit  Philip 
Altenberg,  than  Count  John  (shaking  off 
that  shyness  which  always  rendered  the 
presence  of  strangers  irksome  to  him,) 
hastened  to  the  residence  of  Henry's  com- 
mander. 

He  was  received  with  the  highest 
respect  by  that  officer^  and  briefly  stating 
all  the  circumstances  respecting  his 
grandson's  evening  excursions,  and  the 
motives  of  filial  piety  which  had  induced 
him  to  so  rash  a  procedure;  he  mention- 
ed  the  particulars  of  the  combat,  and  the 
alarm  they  had  since  experienced^  for  the 
consequences  of  that  rencontre.  Deter- 
mined to  justify,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
uoble  youth,  the  Count  imparted  as  many 
af  the  errors  of  Johanna  as  were  necessary 
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to  account  for  the  distress  in  which  Henrj 
found  her;  nothing  less  he  asserted  could 
possibly  have  instigated  his  imprudent 
conduct ;  and  he  ended^  by  earnestly  so- 
liciting the  general  to  pardon  the  fault, 
for  the  motive  which  had  induced  him  to 
its  commission. 

The  officer,  who  was  as  noble  minded, 
as  he  was  brave,  although  a  strict  dis^ 
ciplinarian,  promised  to  overlooked  the 
offence ;  but  he  represented  that,  for  the 
sake  of  example,  it  was  necessary  he 
should  not  be  supposed  to  be  acquainted 
with  Henry's  frequent  trips  to  Vienna; 
and  he  agreed  to  suppose,  indisposition 
^ad  confined  Henry  to  his  .lodgings,  to 
which,  however,  it  was  desirable  he 
should,  as  soon  as  possijjle,  repair. 

The  Count  promised  to  send  him  im- 
mediately, and  quitted  the  officer,  delight- 
ed with  the  success  of  his  morning's  con- 
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versatlon.  That  evening  Henry  left  his 
relations  with  a  heart  overflowing  with 
gratitude ;  and  more  than  ever  impressed 
with  the  atrocious  conduct  of  his  mother, 
in  condemning  to  perpetual  imprisonment, 
a  being  who,  to  his  mind^  appeared  al- 
most divine. 

On  the  fifth  day,  Philip  expressed  so 
great  a  desire  to  see  his  father,  that  the 
surgeon  consented ;  the  meeting  was  af- 
fecting; and  young  Altenberg^  after 
entreating  pardon  for  the  uneasiness  his 
rashness  had  occasioned  him^,  requested  to 
know  if  his  father  could  tell  him  the  name 
of  his  adversary  :  and  also  whether  he  had 
escaped. 

The  Baron  seized  this  moment  to  relate 
the  cause  of  Geraldine's  mysterious  con- 
duct, which  she  had,  the  day  before, 
explained  to  him,  at  the  desire  of  her 
uncle.     Philip  listened  with  deep  atten- 
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tion  to  the  recital.  When  he  discovered 
the  cause  of  his  jealousy  to  be  so  entirely 
groundless,  he  started  from  the  couch  on, 
which  he  hatl  been  reclining,  exclaiming, 
^'  Fool !  idiot  !  madman  !  tlius  to  have 
dashed  the  cup  of  happiness  from  my 
hand/'  Then  moderating  his  tone,  he 
said,  '*  Oh  I  my  father,  what  does  my 
adored  Geraldine  think  of  my  frantic  be- 
haviour ?  Surely  she  never  can  again 
behold  me,  but  wiih  displeasure — with 
disgust — perhaps  with  terror — when  she 
reflects  on  my  savage  attack/* 

''  Compose  yourself,  my  son,'*  said 
Altenbcrg  ;  "  much  as  you  have  deserved 
her  displeasure,  I  know  her  heart  to  be 
fondly  devoted  to  you  ;  and  could  she 
be  sure  you  would  for  ever  shake  off  the 
demon.  Jealousy,  1  yet  think  it  possible  I 
might  live  to  see  you  both  happy/* 
'*  Do  not,  my  dear  Sir,**  said  Philip, 
'J  raise  my  hopes  too  much ;  I  fear  the 
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disappointment,  should  jou  be  mistaken, 
would  surpass  my  strength  of  mind  to 
endure/' 

''  B\-  no  means/*  replied  the  father, 
*'  would  I  encourage  you  too  much  ; 
indeed,  although  I  think  the  gentle  girl 
might  pardon  the  misery  you  have  caused 
her,  I  very  much  doubt  the  Count's  per- 
mitting her  union  with  a  so  violent  and 
hot-headed  man  as  yourself/* 

''  You  are  right/'  said  Philip,  instant 
ly  giving  way  to  despondence ;   '^  perfectly 
rights  I  have  no  doubt.     Of  course  the 
Count  will  judge  wisely  to  preserve  his 
niece  from  so  dangerous  a  connexion/' 

^'  You  must,  I  believe,  my  dear  son, 
leave  this  business,  at  present,  in  my 
hands,"  said  Baron  Altenberg  :  '"nov^r 
tell  me  what  has  induced  your  late  wild 
and  inconsistent  behaviour — you  assured 
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me,  and  I  believe  several  of  jour  friends, 
that  jou  were  going  into  Switzerland  ; 
yet  }  ou  novr  seem  never  to  have  quitted 
Vienna." 

''  Your  conclusion  is  just/'  replied 
Philip  ;  ''  you  must,  no  doubt,  recollect, 
that  the  last  time  I  quitted  Altenberg,  I 
expressed  myself  more  than  ever  delighted 
with  my  sweet  Geraldine:  never  had  I 
returned  after  my  temporary  absence* 
without  flattering  myself,  I  perceived 
encrcased  attachment  and  confidence  to- 
wards me.  In  this  dream  of  happiness 
I  continued  for  several  days,  when  I 
received  a  note  very  ill  written,  ^nd  still 
worse  spelt,  saying  that  I  was  deceived  in 
believing  her,  to  whom  I  was  devoted, 
equally  attached  to  me ;  that  she  had  held 
private  conferences  with  a  youth,  to 
whom  she  was  tenderly  attached,  and 
ended  by  saying,  that  on  such  a  night  I 
might  convince  myself,  as  they  had  thea 
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appointed  another  meeting  :  that  if  I 
chose  to  investigate  the  matter  any  fiir- 
tlier,  I  might  hear  more  particulars^  pro- 
vided I  chose  to  go  to  the  banks  of  the 
Danube,  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  wait 
there  in  the  meadow  behind  Count 
Wurtzburg's  house,  when  the  writer 
would  inform  me  of  many  more  particu- 
lars. I  was  that  day  engaged  to  spend 
the  evening  with  Geraldine;  at  first,  I 
resolved  never  more  to  see  her,  but,  agaia 
I  reflected,  that  she  might  be  innocent, 
and  myself  imposed  upon  ;  and  late  ia 
the  evening  I  went  to  the  Count's  hotel. 

"  I  felt  wretched,  and  could  scarcely 
persuade  myself  that  the  lovely  girl  con- 
ducted herself  as  easily  as  usual ;  indeed, 
by  degrees,  I  fancied  I  perceived  some 
restraint  in  her  manner  ;  and  I  avoided 
any  conversation  with  her,  fearing  I  could 
not  command  myself  sufficiently,  to  pre^ 
vent  betraying  my  feelings. 
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''As  the  hour  of  assignation  approached, 
I  beeame  yet  more  uneasv.,  and  my  reso- 
lution nearly  failed  me,  when  I  took  my 
leave  of  the  Count ;  for  I  had  not  courage 
to  look  at  Geraldine. 

^'I  hastened  to  the  appointed  place,  and 
in  a  few  minutes^  observed  a  woman  ap- 
proaching me — she  was  m  the  garb  of  a 
servant — she  curtseyed,  and  requested  to 
know  if  I  wished  to  speak  to  her.  I  told 
her  I  had  received  a  strange  letter,  which 
I  believed  came  from  her,  and  I  earnestly 
desired  an  explanation  of  it. 

'^  Do  not  suppose,  Sir/  said  the  woman 
— *"  good  heavens  !'  I  exclaimed,  '  am  I 
mistaken,  or  do  I  hear  the  voice  of  Ger- 
trude, my  sister's  former  servant  ?'  'You 
do,  indeed.  Sir,'  she  replied  ;  '  and  now, 
I  trust,  you  will  not  believe  I  am  actuated 
by  any  consideration,  beyond  your  own 
welfare^  in  imparting  the  secret  I  have 
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discovered/  I  recollected  Gertrude  was 
a  girl  my  sister  had  approved  ;  and  I  also 
remembered  she  had  quitted  the  service  of 
Maria,  to  enter  into  the  Count's  family. 
How  this  conviction  of  my  Geraldine's 
perfidy  wrung  my  heart ! — I  entreated  she 
would  tell  me  all  she  knew. 

"  There  is  not/  she  said,  '  on  earth,  a 
young  lady  whom  I  more  respect,  than 
my  present  mistress ;  but  I  lived  long  in 
your  family,  and  I  feel  I  am  serving  both, 
by  opening  your  eyes.  You  know  there 
is  a  large  garden  behind  our  house,  laid 
out  most  beautifully,  in  the  present  fashion, 
with  straight  walks,  and  dipt  hedges :  in- 
deed, no  ex  pence  has  been  spared  to  make 
it  as  regular  and  beautiful  as  possible. 
Now  it  happened,  I  walked  one  evening 
after  dusk  in  the  shady  walk  to  the  left  of 
the  house,  as  indeed,  I  have  often  done- 
why  should  I  be  ashamed  to  confess  it ; 
love  is  no  crime — and  I  sometimes  met   a 
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neighbour  with  whom  I  passed  an  hour 
in  innocent  chat/  '  No  matter/  I  ex- 
claimed, impatiently,  '  who  you  met,  or 
how  you  emplojed  yourself — tell  me,  I 
conjure,  about  my  Geraldine/^ 

"  It  is  great  matter,  tliough  I  can  tell 
you.  Sir/  replied  Gertrude,  somewhat 
pertly;  '  for  had  it  not  been  for  my  love, 
you  never  would  have  known  the  falsehood 
of  your  hidy.  You  must  know.  Sir,  there 
is  a  foolish,  and  I  think  ugly  girl,  in  our 
family,  who,  because  she  has  a  good  fresh 
colour,  and  one  of  the  men  once  told  her, 
she  was  like  the  Lady  Geraldine,  sets  up 
for  a  beauty,  and  expects  no  one  is  to  have 
a  sweet-heart  but  herself.*  'For  mercy's 
sake,  Gertrude/  said  I,  '  say  no  more 
about  her ;  I  dare  say  she  is  not  half  so 
handsome  as  you  are — I  conjure  you  to 
tell  me  all  my  misery  at  once/ 

^'  That  is  exactly  what  I  wish  to  do/ 
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said  Gertrude;  'but  you  will  interrupt  me. 
This  girlj    as  I  was  saung,  took   it    into 
her  head^  a  certain  person  was  in  love  with 
her;  and  I  knew  she  did  all  in  her  power 
to  get  him  from  me.     Last  Friday,  I  went 
as  usual,  slyly  along  the  clipthedge,  and  all 
the  way  to  the  fountain  ;  there  the  water 
made  such  a  splashing— I  thought  to  my- 
self, it  could  not  be  a  lover  ornamented  the 
garden  so,  for  a  man  might  whistle  for  an 
hour^  (that  was  our  signal)  and  I  be  ne*er 
the   wiser.'     '  Grant  me  patience,!*'  said 
I;,  stamping  on  the  ground,    '  what  has 
this   to  do  with    Ger^ldine  ?'    '  A  great 
deal/  said  the  girl,   coolly.     '  Finding  it 
impossible  to  hear  even  if  he  was  near,  I 
walked  back  towards  the  house,   and  hid 
myself  behind   the  great  evergreen  that 
grows  on  the  border — as  I  stood,  I  thought 
I  heard  voices.     Ah  !  thought  I  ;  so  ma- 
dam beauty,  I  have  found  you  out ;  for  I 
really  believed  the  girl  I  have  just  men- 
tioned had  found  my  sweet-heart  and  got 
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liim  to  talk  to  her  a  little ;  though  he  had 
told  me  a  thousand  times,  he  thinks  her 
as  uglj  as  1  am  handsome.     Well  Sir,  so 
I  stood  thinking  no  harm,  when  at  last,  I 
heard  a  voice  I  knew  to  be  raj  lady's ;  I 
could  not  hear  all  she  said;    but  she  was 
talking  to  a  young  man,  and  I  heard  her 
say  she  would  explain  all  to  you,  seeming, 
I   thought,    as  if  she  wished  to  confess 
all;  but  to  this  the  gentleman  would  not 
consent,  and  I  heard  her  say  as  he  left  her, 
I  shall  expect  you  impatiently  on  Friday. 
I  kept  close  in  my  hiding  place,  and  I 
determined  to  let  you  know  all  I  had  dis- 
covered.    I  cannot  tell  you  exactly  what 
they  said,  because  they  whispered  so  low  ; 
but  I  am  quite  sure  he  said  a  great  deal 
about  his  attachment,  and  her  generosity, 
and  the  like.' 

"  Oh  !  I  have  heard  enough !  more  than 
enough,'  I  exclaimed,  striking  my  head 
violently  with  my  hand ;    '  cruel  Geral* 
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dine  ;  but  I  will  be  revenged  on  my  insi- 
dious rival/  I  liien  slipt  a  piece  of 
money  into  the  girl's  hand^  and  hastening 
home,  wrote  several  letters  to  different 
friends,  announcing  my  intention  of  de- 
parting for  Switzerland  ;  and  also,  a  short 
note  to  Geraldine,  restoring  her  the  liberty 
to  make  another  choice. 

"  Early  the  next  morning  T  quitted  my 
dwelling,  and  in  disguise,  engaged  a  small 
lodging  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  where 
I  lived  in  the  most  retired  manner  till  the 
time  appointed  for  Geraldine's  next  inter- 
view with  her  lover  ;  when  I  resolved  to 
surprize,  and  reproach  her  with  her  per- 
fidy; and  to  decide  by  the  sword  which 
had  the  greatest  right  to  the  lovely  prize. 
Thus  inconsistent  is  man  !  at  the  moment 
I  had  diengaged  her  from  ties  which  she 
appeared  no  longer  to  approve,  I  formed 
apian  of  destroying  that  happiness  which 
I  appeared  (by  my  note  to  her)  willing  to 
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promote  ;  and  even  determined  to  wound 
her  in  the  most  cru 
breast  of  her  lover. 


her  in  the  most  cruel  manner  throuirh  the 


''  Gertrude  shewed  me  the  exact  spot 
where  the  assignation  was  to  take  place^ 
and  as  soon  as  it  was  dusk  I  concealed 
injsclf  among  the  evergreens  which  flou- 
rished thickly  around  that  part  of  the 
house.  Here  I  had  not  long  remained^ 
when  I  heard  the  window  gently  open^  I 
crept  a  few^  paces  nearer.  How  my  heart 
palpitated  as  I  approached  the  object  of 
my  tenderest  affection  1  it  was  too  dark  to 
distinguish  her  person  ;  and  finding  no  one 
arrived,  I  began  to  flatter  myself  1  might 
yet  be  deceived  ;  when  accidentally  making 
a  rustliiig  among  the  branches,  I  heard  the 
sweet  voice  of  my  adored  Geraldine  pro- 
nounce the  name  of  Henry.  Never  can  I  des- 
cribe the  state  of  my  mind  at  that  moment ; 
1  answered  her  reproachfully ;  she  uttered 
something  like  a  scream  and  hurried  from 
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the  window.  Fearful  that  her  terror  might 
lead  to  a  search  after  the  person  who  had 
alarmed  her,  I  quitted  my  concealment  and 
returned  to  my  lodgings.  Every  evening 
I  returned  to  the  same  spot,  more  invete- 
rate against  my  rival  than  ever;  and  when 
I  heard  her  ardent  expressions  of  joy  on 
the  appearance  of  her  cousin,  hurried  on  by 
my  tortured  feelings,  I  rashly  encountered 
the  youth.  Heaven  in  its  justice,  although 
I  had  certainly  the  advantage,  in  having 
made  the  first  attack,  ordained  that  I 
should  be  vanquished.  Humiliated,  heart- 
broken, and  suffering,  yet  more  in  mind 
than  in  body,  you  see  in  me  a  sad  exam- 
ple of  the  dreadful  effects  of  jealousy. 
The  moment  I  am  sufficiently  recovered 
to  bear  fatigue,  I  will  depart  from  the  spot 
which  contains  my  lost  treasure,  and  again 
seek,  in  arms,  to  deaden  reflection  ;  but 
before  I  quit  Vienna,  I  earnestly  desire 
to  see  Henry  De  Gustrow,  and  express 
my  regret  for  the  intemperate,  and  unpar- 

VOL.  II.  N 
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donable  manner  in  which  I  have  treated 
him.  Do  you  think.  Sir,  he  would  do 
me  the  favour  to  allow  me  half  an  hour's 
conversation  when  he  next  visits  his  fami- 
ly ?"  ''  I  have  no  doubt  of  it/'  replied  the 
Baron,  *' and  I  will  mention  your  wishes 
to  the  Count;  after  which  you  think/' 
continued  he,  smiling,  ''  you  shall  be  con* 
tent  to  quit  us  all."  '^•'Oli  !  not  content," 
said  Philip,  energetically;  ''  but  what 
alternative  can  you  offer."  ''  I  know  of 
none  indeed,  at  present,''  said  the  Baron : 
and  he  left  his  son  to  no  very  pleasant 
reflections  on  his  owp  folly. 

The  reader  is,  we  presume,  sufficiently 
aware  of  the  state  of  Geraldine's  afltc- 
tions,  to  believe  that  Baron  Altenberg, 
did  not  plead  ineffectually  the  cause  of 
his  son.  Immediately  after  the  conver- 
sation we  have  just  recorded,  the  fond 
father,  desirous  of  abridging,  as  much  as 
possible:,  the  suiTerings  ot  Philip,  had  re- 
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quested  half  an  hour*s  conversation  with 
Geraldine  ;  and  he  quitted  her  with  the 
permission  to  hold  out  to  his  son,  a  pros- 
pect of  better  hopes  than  he  had  yet  dared 
to  entertain.  The  effect  was  \isible  in  the 
rapid  amendment  of  his  health,  and  in 
two  days  he  had  the  happiness  of  hearing 
from  Henry  De  Gustrow  the  most  sincere 
assurances  of  friendship,  and  iVom  his 
Geraldine,  the  confession,  that,  severely 
as  he  had  afflicted  her,  she  still  retained 
that  affection  which  had 

'•  Grown  vfith  their  growth,  and  strenojthened  wilk 
their  strength," 

Happiness  now  smiled  on  the  long  per- 
secuted Geraldine.  The  Count,  ever  anxi- 
ous to  gratify  all  her  wishes,  readily 
consented  to  their  union  ;  and  it  was  to 
fake  place  the  moment  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements could  be  concluded.  The 
nuptials  were,  at  Count  Wurtzburg's  par- 
ticular desire,  to  be  celebrated  at  Gotha, 
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and  the  Chevalier  and  his  lady  promised 
to  remain  in  Germany  till  the  joyful  event 
should  take  place. 

Of  a  steady,  even  terror  of  mind,  and  a 
disposition  regulated  by  the  finest  feelings 
of  the  heart,  Geraldine  was  a  firm  friend 
when  once  attached  ;  and  though  it  was 
long  since  she  had  seen  Emmeline  Mire- 
ville,  the  recollection  of  her  former  kind- 
ness was  yet  alive  in  her  memory ;  and 
she  wrote  to  her,  requesting,  if  possible, 
that  the  Mireville  family  would  partake 
of  the  expected  festivities. 

This  pleasure,  however,  was  denied,  as 
Emmeline  was  too  much  engrossed  by 
the  cares  of  a  young  family,  and  her  duti- 
ful attentions  to  the  parents  of  her  much 
loved  Alfred,  to  permit  her  quitting 
Switzerland;  she,  however,  wrote  most 
affectionately  to  Geraldine  and  her  bro- 
ther ;  and  she   concluded,  by  saying  that 
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happening  to  possess  a  beautiful  and 
rather  valuable  diaiiiond  ring,  herself  and 
husband  desired  her  acceptance  of  the 
trinket,  as  a  liltle  token  of  regard. 

As  Geraldine  and  Philip  were  ad- 
miring the  beauty  of  their  Emnieline*$ 
present,  Count  Wurtzburg  entered  the 
room,  his  niece,  with  playful  vivacity, 
putting  it  on  her  finger^  desired  he  would 
look  at  the  elegant  gift  she  had  just 
received. 

The  Count  eagerly  snatching  her  hand, 
enquired  with  much  earnestness  where 
she  procured  that  ring,  and  taking  it 
from  her  finger,  he  added,  "  I  may  be 
mistaken,  but  I  think  >  "  so  saying, 
he  examined  the  riug  carefully.  ^'  It  is 
indeed,'*  he  exclaimed,  hastily  putting 
the  jewel  to  his  lips,  ''  the  ring  my  father 
sent  me  as  a  pledge  of  his  forgiveness. 
By  what  extraordinary  means  it  is  now 
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brought  to  light,  I  am  at  a  loss  to   ima- 
gine/'     Philip   was  less  astonished  ;   by 
having    been    formerly  admitted   to   the 
secret  of  Alfred's    early    connexions,   he 
concluded  his  brother  must  have  obtained 
it   among  the  plunder  of  some    unwary 
traveller.      Not  wishing  to  revive  the  re- 
collection of  young  Mireville's  juvenile  ill 
conduct,   and   in  any  way   encrease   the 
publicity  of  long   forsworn     errors,    he 
simply  informed  the  Count,  that  the  ring 
was  the  property  of  a  sister,  who  had,  he 
believed,  received  it  from  a  friend ;  and 
he  was  sure  she  would  be  rejoiced  to  res- 
tore it  to  the  real  owner.     The  Count, 
however,  declined  receiving  it,  declaring 
the  only  pleasure  he  could  feel  in  possess- 
ing it,  would  be  derived  from  the  possi- 
bility of  seeing  it  adorn  the  finger  of  his 
Geraldine.  At  the  same  time  he  requested 
Philip    would     endeavour  to   trace   the 
means  by  which  it  had   been    put  into 
Emmeiine's    possession.        This    Philip 
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promised  to  do  ;  indeed,  he  considered  it 
necessary  to  investigate  the  matter,  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  clear  the  character  of 
the  messenger,  employed  by  Stareaberg, 
to  deliver  the  ri-ig  and  letter  of  Count 
Rodolphiis,  to  his  son  John  ;  as  already 
mentioned  by  the  worthy  agent. 

On  investigation,  it  appeared  that,  a 
few  days  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Bert- 
rand  (Count  Albert's  faithful  servant)  at 
the  castle  of  the  banditti,  the  unhappy 
man,  whose  dead  body  had  caused  so 
much  terror  to  Bertrand,  finding  himself 
dying,  sent  to  request  a  few. minutes  con- 
Yersation  with  Alfred  Mireville,  thea 
chief  of  the  band.  Jeronimo,  ( for  that  it 
will  be  remembered  was  the  prisoner's 
name)  after  thanking  him  for  the  kind- 
ness with  which  he  had  treated  him, 
expressed  a  desire  to  offer  him  a  jewel, 
which  he  had  hitherto  carefully  conceal«- 
ed  from  observation  ;  and  which  he  had  in 
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fact  brouglit  with  him  into  the  castle:  he 
related^  but  without  mentioning  any 
names,  that  he  had  been  tempted  by  the 
strict  charge  of  his  employer  (who  had 
dispatched  him  to  a  g- ntleman  with  a 
letter)  to  examine  what  valuable  pro- 
perty had  been  placed  in  his  hands ;  that, 
struck  w  ith  the  value  of  the  ring,  he  had 
destroyed  the  writing;  and  fearful  of  de- 
tection, should  he  return  home,  he  had 
determined  to  cross  the  forest,  and  dispose 
of  the  jewel  in  a  distant  town  :  his  crime 
had;  however,  met  its  reward,  and  he  fell 
a  sacrifice  to  his  dishonesty.  In  two  days 
he  breathed  his  last,  and  Bertrand  assisted 
the  robbers  in  burying  the  remains  of 
Jeronimo.  Among  the  very  few  articles 
of  plunder  which  Alfred  kept  to  himself, 
was  this  ring  ;  which,  indeed,  he  con- 
sidered as  justly  his,  since  it  was  be- 
queathed to  him  ;  and  after  his  marriage 
it  bad  been  placed  in  a  casket  among 
several  family  jewels,  from  whence  Em- 
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meline  had^  with  his  consent^  taken  it  to 
send  as  a  curiosity  to  the  intended  bride. 

The  time  now  approached  for  the 
removal  of  Count  John  and  his  friends  to 
the  castle  of  Gotha.  The  season  was 
become  so  fine  that  the  former  began  to 
sigh  for  the  delights  of  the  country.- 
Henry  de  Gustrow  was  invited  to  be  of 
the  party  ;  but  having  obtained  permis- 
sion to  quit  his  quarters,  filial  duty  led 
him  to  prefer  a  visit  of  consolation  to  his 
mother,  to  all  the  approaching  gaities  and 
splendours  of  Gotha. 

The  rejoicings  were  suitable  to  the 
rank  and  fortune  of  Geraldine:  they  were 
conducted  with  the  heavy  magnificence 
of  those  days  :  but  whilst  the  inhabitants 
of  consequence  and  family  around  the 
castle  were  entertained  by  the  heiress  and 
her  uncle,  the  poor  tenantry  were  not 
forgotten — they  were  treated  with  equal 
N  3 
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consideration^  and  there  was  not  one  heart 
^vhich  did  not  beat  with  joj  on  the  resto- 
ration of  their  beautiful  patroness  to  the 
dwelling  of  her  jet  lamented  parents. 
The  great  hall  was^  for  many  days  after 
her  arrival^  filled  with  her  grateful  de- 
pendantS;,  who  were  every  day  feasted  in 
succession  ;  and  while  Geraldine  with  her 
uncle,  the  Chevalier  Gourdon^  his  Lady, 
and  Madame  Armfeld  looked  down  from 
the  great  gallery  on  the  numbers  she  was 
enabled  to  cheer,  assist,  and  comfort,  she 
reflected  with  extasy  on  the  degree  of 
happiness  her  situation  enabled  her  to  dis» 
pense  around  her. 

The  day  was  at  length  fixed  for  the 
marriage,  and  Philip  began  to  look  im- 
patiently for  its  arrival,  when  the  party 
received  the  agreeable  addition  of  young 
Henry  De  Gustrow.  He  brought  a  letter 
from  his  mother,  expressing  her  deep 
^  sense  of  the  kindness  of  the  Count,  to  his 
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now  repentant  daughter,  and  she  informed 
him  she  intended  immediately  to  retire 
into  a  convent.  A  relation  of  the  family 
had  taken  charge  of  her  young  son,  and 
she  determined  to  devote  the  few  remaining 
years  of  her  life  to  penitence  and  prayer. 
The  Count  rejoiced  his  wretched  daughter^ 
though  late^  had  become  sensible  of  her 
evil  course;  and,  a  dutiful  visit  from 
Roxalana,  who  was  a  widow,  in  good 
circumstances,  without  children,  rendered 
the  once  miserable  John  of  Wurtzburg, 
completely  happy,  and  grateful  to  that 
Omnipotence,  which  in  chastising  him  had 
jet  been  merciful,  and  permitted  him,  in 
the  close  of  his  days,  to  taste  of  rational 
and  tranquil  felicity.  Roxalana  had 
known  adversity,  and  her  disposition 
(which  in  early  life  had  considerably 
resembled  her  sister's)  had,  frdhi  that  cir- 
cumstance been  softened,  and  had,  in  con- 
sequence,   never  acquired  that  violeace 
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which    self-indulge nc3    had     evey    year 
strengthened  and  confirmed  in  Johanna. 

The  marriage  of  Geraldine  and  Philip 
was  private,  none  but  their  intimate  and 
tried  friends  were  present  ;  and  the  Che- 
valier Gourdon^  with  his  amiable  wife, 
quitted  the  castle  of  Gotha  immediately 
after  the  ceremony,  with  regret,  though 
with  the  delightful  remembrance  that,  to 
their  exertions,  their  humanity,  and  their 
disinterestedness,  the  beauteous  wife  of 
Philip  Altenberg  had  been  restored  to 
her  family,  and  rendered  as  happy  as  it  is 
possible  for  human  nature  to  admit  of. 
The  prison  of  Count  John  was  com- 
pletely pulled  down,  and  the  dressing 
room  of  his  mother  fitted  up  as  a  private 
library,  where  he  retired  when  fatigued 
by  business  or  society  ;  indeed,  that  side 
of  the  castle  contained  his  apartments. 
He  lived    to  see  his  amiable  niece  the 
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inothcr  of  several  children^  who  were 
educated  under  the  superintendance  of 
of  Madame  Armfeld,  and  who  formed  an 
interesting  source  of  occupation  and 
amusement  to  him  as  he  descended  into 
the  vale  of  life. 
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J.  Scott  BvERLEv.  Small  8vo.  Price  7*.  extra  boards,  and 
hot-pressed. 

LOVE  OUTRIGHT ! ! !  By  Anna.  7*.  bds.  in  foolscap  4to. 

BEAUTIES    OF    THE   ANTIJACOBIN    EXAMINER. 

is,  boards. 


J 


UNIVERSITY  ?.^.'V,yyP!,P,-[j[i'P,f||mi|m 

IlliiH 

3  0112  046407851 


^^K 


